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Meat inflation continues to surge, while 
milk and eggs are cheaper than a year 
ago (click here to read more).

Consumer inflation edges higher

October marks Transport Month in 
South Africa (click here to read more).

Transport Month: Key data and sector insights

Fresh samples are drawn annually for 
several monthly surveys (click here to 
read more).

New samples for business cycle indicators

Consumer spending remained upbeat, with 
sales increasing by 2,3% year-on-year.
Listen to the results here.

Retail sales continue to rise

Click here to browse more headlines.
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https://www.statssa.gov.za/?p=18877
https://www.statssa.gov.za/?p=18891
https://www.statssa.gov.za/?p=18846
https://soundcloud.com/statssa/retail-aug25-english
http://www.statssa.gov.za/?page_id=624


3-month

Jun-25 Jul-25 Aug-25 Jun-25 Jul-25 Aug-25 Jun‒Aug

Mining production 2,5 5,1 -0,2 0,3 1,2 -1,2 3,3

Manufacturing production 1,6 -1,3 -1,5 -0,1 -0,8 0,4 1,5

Electricity generation -1,3 -2,3 -3,1 -1,4 0,1 -1,1 -0,6

Buildings completed (value) 0,0 10,8 -21,9 -21,3 40,9 -29,7 1,7

Wholesale trade sales 1,0 -0,6 1,7 0,7 0,3 1,0 0,6

Retail trade sales 1,7 5,7 2,3 -0,2 2,3 -1,2 1,2

Motor trade sales 3,3 3,1 1,9 0,4 0,9 0,5 1,5

Income from tourist accommodation 6,8 10,7 9,6 -0,9 -0,5 1,5 3,6

Restaurants, catering & fast-food income -2,7 2,2 6,4 -4,4 -0,3 5,3 -1,5

Rail transport: Freight payload 4,2 -11,1 7,0 -0,4 -3,5 3,6 -2,9

Road transport: Freight payload 3,6 2,6 -0,6 2,3 -3,1 -0,7 0,7

Rail transport: Passenger journeys 79,1 29,7 26,4 6,1 6,3 -3,0 12,9

Road transport: Passenger journeys 4,7 4,3 2,6 -1,6 0,2 -3,0 -1,8

Jul-25 Aug-25 Sep-25 Jul-25 Aug-25 Sep-25

Consumer Price Index (CPI) 3,5 3,3 3,4 0,9 -0,1 0,2

Producer Price Index (PPI) 1,5 2,1 2,3 0,7 0,3 -0,1

y/y percentage change m/m percentage change
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Monthly economic indicators

The indicators shown here 
provide an overview of 
how various sectors of 
South Africa’s economy 
are performing

Click on an indicator name 
to access the complete 
report on Stats SA’s 
website

y/y = year-on-year
m/m = month-on-month
3-month = percentage 
change between the 
previous 3 months 
(March‒May) and the 
latest 3 months 
(June‒August)

ABOUT

Keep up to date with our release schedule here.  A complete catalogue of Stats SA releases and reports is available here.   

stats biz

10
. 2

02
5

http://www.statssa.gov.za/?page_id=1874
https://www.statssa.gov.za/publications/catalogue/Catalogue_of_products_and_publications_Latest.pdf
https://www.statssa.gov.za/?page_id=1866&PPN=P2041&SCH=6215
https://www.statssa.gov.za/?page_id=1866&PPN=P3041.2&SCH=6204
https://www.statssa.gov.za/?page_id=1866&PPN=P4141&SCH=6202
https://www.statssa.gov.za/?page_id=1866&PPN=P5041.1&SCH=6881
https://www.statssa.gov.za/?page_id=1866&PPN=P6141.2&SCH=6207
https://www.statssa.gov.za/?page_id=1866&PPN=P6242.1&SCH=6205
https://www.statssa.gov.za/?page_id=1866&PPN=P6343.2&SCH=6208
https://www.statssa.gov.za/?page_id=1866&PPN=P6410&SCH=6198
https://www.statssa.gov.za/?page_id=1866&PPN=P6420&SCH=6200
https://www.statssa.gov.za/?page_id=1866&PPN=P7162&SCH=7418
https://www.statssa.gov.za/?page_id=1866&PPN=P7162&SCH=7418
https://www.statssa.gov.za/?page_id=1866&PPN=P7162&SCH=7418
https://www.statssa.gov.za/?page_id=1866&PPN=P7162&SCH=7418
https://www.statssa.gov.za/?page_id=1866&PPN=P0141&SCH=73064
https://www.statssa.gov.za/?page_id=1866&PPN=P0142.1&SCH=73066
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Feature article
Exploring the provincial 
government wage bill

Provincial government provides a wide range of 
essential services, from education and health to 
infrastructure development. Recent data show 
how much money provincial government spends, 
in particular on compensation of employees.

Provincial government expenses amounted to 
R704 billion in the 2023/2024 financial year. 
Compensation of employees was the main cost 
driver, accounting for almost two-thirds 
(R451 billion) of the total.

The chart shows the amount spent on 
compensation of employees by function. Over 
half was paid to civil servants working in 
education, followed by those in health. This is not 
surprising, as education and health are the two 
leading responsibilities of provincial government.

Read more here.

stats biz
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Other
R30,9bn

6,9%
Pre-primary & 

primary education
R119,6bn

26,6% Secondary 
education

R89,3bn
19,8%

Hospital services
R98,9bn
21,9%

Other
R8,0 bn

1,8%

Public health 
services
R48,4bn
10,7%

Other
R55,4bn
12,3%

Health
34,5%

Education
53,2%

Other
12,3%

Total: R451  billion     

https://www.statssa.gov.za/?p=18868
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Infographic of the month
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Eskom the biggest public-sector 
spender on infrastructure

Public-sector capital expenditure continued 
an upward trajectory, rising to R276 billion in 
2024 from R234 billion in 2023. This marks a 
third successive increase following a five-
year downturn.

The public sector consists of 748 institutions, 
of which 727 incurred capital expenditure in 
2024. Eskom was the most significant 
contributor, accounting for 17,9% of the total. 
Eskom and Transnet dominated the public 
corporations’ category. As a group, public 
corporations accounted for 30,6% of total 
spend in 2024.

Municipalities contributed 25,9%, with the 
City of Cape Town, the City of 
Johannesburg and the eThekwini 
Metropolitan Municipality the heavyweights 
in this group. 

Read more here.

Eskom
17,9%

Transnet
6,6%

PRASA
7,9%

SANRAL
4,8%

JHB 
metro
3,2%

CPT 
metro
3,4%

ETH metro
2,4%

Water 
Trading 
Entity
2,1%

Public corporations         

Municipalities        

Extra-budgetary accounts & funds      

Provincial government

National government    

Higher education 

Total: R276  billion     

https://www.statssa.gov.za/?p=18930
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Provincial snapshot
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R52 145

R52 867

R63 708

R68 731

R69 080

R72 779

R73 885

R74 839

R88 805

R99 423

Eastern Cape

Limpopo

KwaZulu-Natal

Mpumalanga

North West

Northern Cape

Free State

South Africa

Western Cape

Gauteng
GDP per capita: Gauteng
and Western Cape lead 

Gauteng and Western Cape are the two 
provinces that have a GDP per capita higher 
than the national average.

Using data from the latest regional gross 
domestic product (GDP) figures and Mid-
year population estimates, the chart shows 
how GDP per capita in 2024 ranged from 
R52 145 per person in Eastern Cape to 
R99 423 per person in Gauteng.

Free State and Northern Cape follow 
Gauteng and Western Cape, while Limpopo 
and KwaZulu-Natal are ranked seventh and 
eighth.

Download the provincial GDP figures here 
and the Mid-year population estimates 
statistical release here.

https://www.statssa.gov.za/?page_id=1854&PPN=P0441.2&SCH=74226
https://www.statssa.gov.za/?page_id=1854&PPN=P0302


Head Office
ISIbalo House, Koch Street
Salvokop, Pretoria
0002 

Private Bag X44
Pretoria 0001
South Africa

Main switchboard
Tel: +27 12 310 8911
User Information Services
Tel: +27 12 310 8600

Click          for contact details for 
provincial offices.

here

CONTENTS

HEADLINES
ECONOMIC INDICATORS
FEATURE ARTICLE

INFOGRAPHIC OF THE MONTH
PROVINCIAL SNAPSHOT
CONTACT US

Contact us

E-mail: info@statssa.gov.za
Website: www.statssa.gov.za

       

     
            

Read more editions of Stats Biz here.
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http://www.statssa.gov.za/?page_id=505#econContactModal
http://www.statssa.gov.za/?page_id=6048
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