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Editors comment 

Every year in August, South Africa pays tribute to the 20 000 women who 
marched to the Union Buildings on 9 August 1956, to demand an end to the 
pass laws instituted by the apartheid government. The country also uses this 
opportunity to celebrate women for the role they play in society. This year’s 
celebration is themed: “Women’s Socio-Economic Rights and 
Empowerment: Building Back Better for Women’s Resilience.” Minister in the 
Presidency for Women, Youth and Persons with Disabilities, Maite Nkoana-
Mashabane highlighted that the strategic focus of this year’s theme would be 
to advance women’s socio-economic empowerment agenda towards the 
achievement of gender equality by 2030. Achieving gender equality is one of 
the 2030 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).  

In this month’s issue of Mbalo Brief, our educational article focuses on 
the Mid-year population estimates, 2022 (statistical release P0302), 
published by Statistics South Africa (Stats SA) on 28 July 2022. Also have a 
look at our monthly crossword puzzle and solutions for July 2022. 
Articles published in this issue are based on the results of industry 
surveys conducted for May to June 2022. 
 
For more details on any of the statistical releases, visit our website at: 
www.statssa.gov.za 
 
Enjoy the read! 
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Across 

4. According to the Mid-year 
population estimates, which 
province has the largest 
population in South Africa? 

5. What is the first name of the 
minister in the Presidency for 
Women, Youth and Persons 
with disabilities? 

6. What is the surname of the 
world-renowned singer who was 
known as Mama Afrika? 

7. Which country did Banyana 
Banyana beat in the WAFCON 
final? 

 

Down 

1. True or false? The Mid-year 
population estimates results show 
that South Africa's population 
consists of more males than 
females. 

2. Which month is Women's Day 
celebrated in South Africa? 

3. Which country has the largest 
population in Africa? 

 

 
Solutions for July 2022 puzzle 
 
Across     Down 

3. Post Enumeration Survey  1. Geomorphology 
4. Quarters    2. General Household Survey 
6. Anemometer 
7. Mexico City 
 
 
 
 



 

1 

 

Educational article on the mid-year population estimates, 
2022 

Introduction 

The Mid-year population estimates (MYPE) offer key indices and estimates 
regarding births, deaths and migratory movements in the country, as well as 
key estimates by age, sex and geographical data that assist in planning for 
and addressing the needs of the population. The upcoming Census 2022 
results (to be published in 2023) will be a key source of data to update those 
estimates and indices. Census will also assist in improving future projections 
as well as provide granular level data which is needed to identify and target 
essential services and needs. This article is based on the Mid-year 
population estimates 2022 (statistical release P0302) published by Statistics 
South Africa (Stats SA) on 28 July 2022. This article focuses on fertility, 
mortality, international migration, national and provincial estimates.  

Background 

The mid-year population estimates produced by Stats SA use the cohort-
component method for population estimation. In the cohort-component 
method, a base population is estimated to be consistent with known 
demographic characteristics of the country. The cohort base population is 
projected into the future according to the projected components of change. 
Selected levels of fertility, mortality and migration are used as an input to the 
cohort-component method. For the 2022 mid-year estimates, the cohort-
component method is utilised within the Spectrum Policy Modelling system. 
Spectrum is a Windows-based system of integrated policy models (version 
6,2 Beta 7). The Demographic Projection (DemProj) module within Spectrum 
is used to develop the demographic projection, whilst the AIDS Impact 
Model (AIM) is used to incorporate the impact of HIV and AIDS on fertility 
and mortality, and ultimately the population estimates.  

Within the DemProj, a COVID-19 editor allows for the inclusion of COVID-19 
related deaths by age and sex to be incorporated into the model. Spectrum 
requires annual estimates regarding births, deaths, and migration, among 
other indicators. The population estimates produced aim to take into account 
the impact of COVID-19 on births, deaths and migration. 
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The mid-year estimates 2022 series does not include inputs from the 2022 
Census as these will be released in 2023. The cohort-component 
methodology is used to estimate the 2022 mid-year population of South 
Africa. The estimates cover all the residents of South Africa at the 2022 mid-
year point, and are based on the latest available information. Estimates may 
change as new data become available. The updated estimates are 
accompanied by an entire series of revised estimates for the period 2002–
2022. On this basis, comparisons between this model and previous ones 
should not be made. 

Demographic and other assumptions  

The mid-year population estimates and projections are used to determine 
the demographic profile of the country and thus assist in planning for health 
services, economics and welfare. A cohort-component projection requires a 
base population distributed by age and sex. Levels of mortality, fertility and 
migration are estimated for the base year and projected for future years. The 
cohort base population is projected into the future according to the projected 
components of population change. For detailed information, please visit: 
https://www.statssa.gov.za/publications/P0302/P03022022.pdf 

 

Fertility  

Fertility estimates show fluctuation patterns over the period 2002–2022, 
giving rise to a population structure indicative of that of the Census 2011 
population structure. Since 2009, overall fertility has declined from an 
average of 2,62 children per woman to 2,31 children in 2022. A dip in fertility 
seen in 2016 is reflective of empirical birth registration data in the District 
Health Information Survey (DHIS) and the recorded live births data. For 
detailed information, please visit: 
https://www.statssa.gov.za/publications/P0302/P03022022.pdf 

 

Mortality 

The ultimate purpose of the mid-year population estimates, which is to assist 
with policy making and planning based on the population structure and 
profile, cannot be addressed without taking into account the COVID-19 
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pandemic which has greatly affected the nation for over two years. On 5 
March 2020, South Africa recorded its first case of COVID-19. By the 11th of 
March, the World Health Organisation (WHO) declared COVID-19 a global 
pandemic. South Africa’s first COVID-19 death occurred on 27 March 2020. 
By 1 July 2020, approximately 152 000 confirmed COVID-19 infection cases 
and 2 700 confirmed COVID-19 related deaths were reported in South Africa 
(NDoH, 2020). By the end of June 2022, these numbers had drastically 
increased with almost 4 million confirmed COVID-19 infections reported in 
the country.  By 01 July 2021 the National Department of Health reported 
that just over 60 000 people had lost their lives to COVID-19, and by the end 
of June 2022 cumulatively more than 101 000 confirmed COVID-19 deaths 
were reported (NICD, 2022). These are of course conservative and vastly 
incomplete estimates due to the fact that some deaths occurred outside of 
hospitals and were reported as COVID-19 deaths, even though no official 
confirmation of the causes of death was issues by the Department of Health.  

International migration 

Similar to other countries around the globe, South Africa, under the Disaster 
Management Act (Act No. 57 of 2002) called for the closure of South African 
international borders (during lockdown Level 5). This was enacted on 26 
March 2020 for a period of 21 days, and further extended by two more 
weeks. Although international borders were closed in 2020, evacuation of 
non-citizens back to their countries of origin as well as repatriation of citizens 
returning to South Africa was allowed.  

Given the aforementioned developments, MYPE 2022 series assumes a 
decline in international migration for the period April, May and June 2020. 
The MYPE provides annual estimates of migration for the period 1 July of 
the previous year to 30 June of the current year, as such the change in 
migration, for the period 20 March 2020 to the period ending June 2020, 
accounts for less than a third of the migration for this period. Countries 
worldwide have lifted the lockdown restrictions that were imposed to slow 
down the spread of COVID-19 pandemic, leading to easier and increased 
movements. South Africa ended the state of national disaster on 4 April 
2022. Subsequently, all other remaining COVID-19 restrictions including 
entry requirements at the borders were lifted on 23 June 2022. 

The Department of Home Affairs (DHA) office routinely collects data on 
travellers using official ports of entry coming into, and leaving South Africa. 
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This data may be useful in elucidating patterns of international movements in 
South Africa and to develop migration estimates. According to the latest data 
by DHA immigration officers at ports of entry into South Africa, foreign 
travellers arriving into South Africa decreased by 88,8% in February 2021 
when compared to February 2020, whilst departures from the country 
decreased by 89,3% when comparing February 2020 to February 2021. By 
March 2021, there had been improvement in mobility, and this may be 
attributed to the easing of international lockdown measures over time. In 
March 2020, foreign travellers arriving into South Africa decreased by 
74,2%, whilst departures decreased by 78,7%, compared to March 2021. It 
should be noted that both July 2020 and August 2020 reflect the highest 
drop in both foreign arrivals and departures, when compared to the same 
period in 2019. This is a direct result of renewed lockdown measures due to 
the second wave of the COVID-19 pandemic in the country. 

 

National population estimates 

Figure 1 –  Mid-year population estimate, 2022 

Figure 1 shows the mid-year population is estimated at 60,60 million in 2022. 

 



 

5 

 

Figure 2 – Population of children and youth in South Africa, 2022 

 

 

 

Figure 2 shows the 2022 mid-year population estimates by age. About 
28,1% of the population is aged 0–14 years and approximately 9,2% is 60 
years and older. Children and youth are estimated to be 38 million. The 
impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on the age structure is reflected in the 
growth rates by selected ages.  

Figure 2 further shows that the proportion of the elderly in South Africa (60 
years and older) was 9,2%. This rose from 1,08% for the period 2002–2003 
to 2,88% for the period 2019–2020. However, given the high mortality levels 
among the elderly during the COVID-19 pandemic, the growth rate among 
the elderly aged 60 and older declined from 2,88% for the period 2019–2020 
to 1,47% for the period 2020–2021, this has however bounced back to 
2,11% in the period 2021–2022. The age group 25–59 also saw a decline in 
the rate of growth for the period 2020–2021 as well as 2021–2022. All three 
aspects of demography, i.e. declining fertility, declining international 
migration as well as a significant rise in deaths, significantly influenced the 
decline in the rate of growth for South Africa as a whole. The shifts in the 
demographic age and sex profile of South Africa due to the COVID-19 
pandemic must be taken into consideration when planning for future health, 
economics and welfare. 
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Provincial population estimates 

Figure 3 – Population estimates by provincial distribution, 2022 

 

 

Figure 3 shows the estimated percentage of the total population residing in 
each of the provinces from 2002 to 2022. The provincial estimates show that 
Gauteng has the largest share of the population (16,1 million), followed by 
KwaZulu-Natal (11,5 million), Western Cape (7,2 million) and Eastern Cape 
(6,7 million). Inter-provincial as well as international migration patterns 
significantly influence the provincial population numbers and structures in 
South Africa. Northern Cape has the smallest share of the population 
(2,2%). Free State has the second smallest share of the South African 
population, constituting 4,8% of the population.  

The results further indicate that Limpopo and Eastern Cape (33,6% and 
32,7% respectively) have the highest proportions of persons younger than 
15 years. The highest proportions of elderly persons aged 60 years and 
above are found in Eastern Cape (11,5%), Western Cape (10,7%) and 
Northern Cape (10,1%). The highest proportion of youth are found in the 
urban provinces of Gauteng (21%) and Western Cape (18%), whilst the 
lowest proportion of youth are found in Limpopo (15%) and Eastern Cape 
(14,4%). These proportions are reflective of provincial fertility patterns but 
more importantly migratory patterns between provinces. 
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Figure 4 – Population distribution by gender, 2022 

 

Fifty-one percent (31,0 million) of the population is female. 

Figure 5 – Population distribution by race, 2022 

 

 

The black African population is in the majority (49,07 million) and constitutes 
approximately 81% of the total South African population. The white 
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population is estimated at 4,6 million, the coloured population at 5,3 million 
and the Indian/Asian population at 1,5 million.  

Conclusion 

The estimated mid-year population in 2022 is at 60,60 million.  The 
population consists of more females than males. Gauteng, the smallest 
province in terms of square kilometres, still comprises the largest share of 
the South African population, while Northern Cape, though the largest 
province in terms of square kilometres, remains the province with the 
smallest share of the South African population.  KwaZulu-Natal (KZN) has 
the second largest population. The majority of the population is aged 
younger than 15 years. The provinces reflecting the highest percentage of 
children younger than 15 within its structure are Limpopo and Eastern Cape. 
The proportion of elderly persons aged 60 years and older in South Africa is 
increasing over time. The results further show that there is a reduction in 
international migration, which is indicative of the COVID-19 travel restrictions 
and subsequent impact on migratory patterns since March 2020.  
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Primary industries 
 
Mining: production and sales 
 
Mining production decrease by 7,8% in May 2022 
 
South Africa is one of the countries that has the world’s highest grade rare 
earth element (REEs) mine in the world. Steenkampskraal Monazite mine, 
which is located in the Western Cape has the highest grades of REEs such 
as neodymium, praseodymium and dysprosium among others which are part 
of a group of 17 rare earth elements in the world. Neodymium and 
praseodymium are used in electric motor magnet to make electric vehicles 
while other REEs are used for construction of wind turbines, air conditioning, 
computers, smart phones and light-emitting diode (LED) lights. Presented in 
this article is a summary of the results from the Mining: production and sales 
(statistical release P2041) for May 2022. 
 
Mining production decreased by 7,8% year-on-year in May 2022 (see Table 
A). The largest negative contributors were:  
 gold (-28,3%, contributing -4,6 percentage points);  
 coal (-7,3%, contributing -1,9 percentage points); and  
 manganese ore (-14,5%, contributing -1,1 percentage points). 
 
Table A – Key growth rates in the volume of mining production for April 
2022 

 
 

Dec-21 Jan-22 Feb-22 Mar-22 Apr-22 May-22 

Year-on-year % change, 
unadjusted 

-2,2 1,2 -6,8 -8,2 -14,8 -7,2 

Month-on-month % change, 
seasonally adjusted 

-5,1 4,8 -5,2 3,0 -3,6 0,7 

3-month % change, seasonally 
adjusted 1/ 

-3,9 -4,1 -4,8 -2,2 -3,2 -1,3 
1/ Percentage change between the previous 3 months and the 3 months ending in the month indicated.  
A full release on Mining: Production and sales (Statistical release P2041) is available on the Stats SA 
website: www.statssa.gov.za 
 
Mineral sales at current prices increased by 17,6% year-on-year in May 
2022 (see Table B). The largest positive contributors were: 
 coal (116,7%, contributing 17,5 percentage points);  
 gold (165,1%, contributing 7,6 percentage points);  
 manganese ore (52,4%, contributing 2,2 percentage points); and  
 chromium ore (81,3%, contributing 2,0 percentage points).  
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Table B – Key growth rates in mineral sales for May 2022 

 Dec-21 Jan-22 Feb-22 Mar-22 Apr-22 May-22 

Year-on-year % change, 
unadjusted 

11,6 -6,6 8,2 7,0 1,0 17,6 

Month-on-month % change, 
seasonally adjusted 

-5,1 -1,4 10,4 8,9 -0,2 9,8 

3-month % change, 
seasonally adjusted 1/ 

-4,3 0,1 3,3 6,8 13,7 19,3 

1/ Percentage change between the previous 3 months and the 3 months ending in the month indicated. 
A full release on Mining: Production and sales (Statistical release P2041) is available on the Stats SA 
website: www.statssa.gov.za 
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Secondary industries 
 
Manufacturing: production and sales 
 
Manufacturing production decreased by 2,3% in May 2022 
 
How many items of clothing have you bought with the label ‘made in China’? 
South African retailers are hoping to change this narrative by sourcing locally 
produced fabrics and clothing. In the early 2000s, South Africa had a 
number of cotton spinning plants (machinery that manufactures cotton) but it 
all changed when some retailers started importing cheaper fabrics from 
China, which resulted in reduced local demand and ultimately crippled the 
cotton industry. Now, the Africa Textile Talks panel discussion, which took 
place on the 23-25 June 2022, has sparked conversation around the farm-
to-fashion strategy and questions around why South African clothing is not 
manufactured using locally produced cotton. Driven by this, major retailers 
such as The Foschini Group (TFG), Mr Price and Truworths made a 
commitment to procure locally produced fabrics as opposed to importing 
from China. This will hopefully enable a quicker response to local fashion 
trends, and more importantly, revive the struggling cotton industry and 
benefit farmers and producers alike. Presented in this article is a summary of 
the results from the Manufacturing: production and sales (statistical release 
P3041.2) for May 2022.  

Manufacturing production decreased by 2,3% in May 2022 compared with 
May 2021 (see Table C). The largest negative contributors were:  
 motor vehicles, parts and accessories and other transport equipment     

(-19,2%, contributing -2,1 percentage points); 
 food and beverages (-4,1%, contributing -0,9 of a percentage point); 
 wood and wood products, paper, publishing and printing (-8,1%, 

contributing -0,8 of a percentage point); and  
 basic iron and steel, non-ferrous metal products, metal products and 

machinery (-2,3%, contributing -0,5 of a percentage point). 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

12 

 

Table C – Key growth rates in the volume of manufacturing production 
for May 2022 

 Dec-21 Jan-22 Feb-22 Mar-22 Apr-22 May-22 

Year-on-year % change, 
unadjusted 

-0,7 3,1 1,8 -0,1 -7,6 -2,3 

Month-on-month % change, 
seasonally adjusted 

1,1 2,4 -0.9 0,2 -5,4 -0,2 

3-month % change, 
seasonally adjusted 1/ 

2,4 4,3 4,0 4,7 -0,7 -3,4 

1/ Percentage change between the previous 3 months and the 3 months ending in the month indicated.  
A full release on Manufacturing: Production and sales (statistical release P3041.2) is available on the Stats 
SA website: www.statssa.gov.za 

 
 

Selected building statistics of the private sector  
 
The value of recorded building plans passed increased by 1,2% during 
January to May 2022 
 
A growing number of South Africans are semigrating (moving from one part 
of a country to another) for various reasons. One of the reasons for moving 
is property-related value. According to First National Bank (FNB) property 
barometer, Western Cape is the favourite province to buy property in the 
country, followed by KwaZulu-Natal. The FNB property barometer data 
shows that the average time a property spends on the market for sale differs 
from province to province, with Western Cape recording the shortest time 
from 3 days to 6 weeks while KwaZulu-Natal is from 4 days to 6 weeks, both 
ranking below the national average time of eight weeks. Gauteng, the 
country’s populated province, recorded the longest time at eight weeks and 
6 days. Presented in this article is a summary of the results from the 
Selected building statistics of the private sector as reported by local 
government institutions (statistical release P5041.1) for May 2022. 
 
Total value of recorded building plans passed  
 
The value of recorded building plans passed increased by 1,2% (R563,7 
million) during January to May 2022 compared with January to May 2021 
(see Table D). Increases were recorded for additions and alterations (6,2% 
or R709,1 million) and residential buildings (2,2% or R550,6 million). A 
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decrease was reported for non-residential buildings (-7,8% or -R696,0 
million). The largest contribution to the total increase of 1,2% (R563,7 
million) was made by Western Cape (contributing 8,8 percentage points or 
R3 970,9 million). Gauteng (contributing -5,6 percentage points or -R2 506,7 
million) and North West (contributing -1,6 percentage points or -R701,3 
million) were the largest negative contributors. 
 
Total value of buildings reported as completed  
 
The value of buildings reported as completed increased by 40,5% (R8 497,7 
million) during January to May 2022 compared with January to May 2021. 
Increases were recorded for additions and alterations (98,3% or R4 389,3 
million), non-residential buildings (48,0% or R2 200,1 million) and residential 
buildings (16,0% or R1 908,3 million). Five provinces reported year-on-year 
increases in the value of buildings completed during January to May 2022, of 
which Western Cape (contributing 34,4 percentage points or R7 207,9 
million) and KwaZulu-Natal (contributing 6,4 percentage points or R1 342,1 
million) were the largest positive contributors. 
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Table D – Buildings reported as completed to larger municipalities at 
current prices: January to May 2021 versus January to May 2022 

Estimates at 
current prices 

 
 
January – May 2021 
 
1/ 

 
 
January – May 2022 
 
1/ 

 
Difference in value 
between 
January – May 2021 
and 
January – May 2022 

 
 
% change 
between 
January to May 
2021 and 
January to May 
2022 
1/ 

 

R'000 R'000 R'000 

Residential 
buildings 11 915 267 13 823 560 1 908 293 16,0 

- Dwelling 
houses 6 660 246 9 159 806 2 499 560 37,5 

- Flats and 
townhouses 5 101 994 4 307 284 -794 710 -15,6 

- Other 
residential 
buildings 

153 027 356 470 203 443 132,9 

Non-
residential 
buildings 

4 588 308 6 788 454 2 200 146 48,0 

Additions and 
alterations 4 467 262 8 856 557 4 389 295 98,3 

Total 20 970 837 29 468 571 8 497 734 40,5 

1/ 2021 and 2022 figures should be regarded as preliminary because of possible backlogs and incomplete 
reporting by municipalities.  
A full release on Selected building statistics of the private sector as reported by local government institutions 
(statistical release P5041.1) is available on the Stats SA website: www.statssa.gov.za 
 

 
Electricity generated and available for distribution 
 
Electricity generation (production) decreased by 4,0% year-on-year in 
June 2022 
 
South Africa has been experiencing a shortfall of electricity for years which 
caused Eskom, the power utility, to regularly roll out loadshedding to 
conserve electricity. In an effort to boost the national grid and to end 
loadshedding, Eskom will embark on employing other new energy 
acquisition measures, including importing power from neighbouring countries 
such as Botswana and Zambia through the Southern African Power Pool 
arrangement. This was announced by President Cyril Ramaphosa on 25 
July 2022 during his address to the nation on the energy crisis. President 
Ramaphosa added that these countries have more electricity capacity than 
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they require and Eskom could seek to buy surplus electricity from them to 
help plug a shortfall. Presented in this article is a summary of the results 
from Electricity generated and available for distribution (statistical release 
P4141) for June 2022. 
 
Electricity generation (production) decreased by 4,0% year-on-year in June 
2022 (see Table E).  
 
Table E – Key growth rates in the volume of electricity generated for 
June 2022 

 Jan-22 Feb-22 Mar-22 Apr-22 May-22 Jun-22 

Year-on-year % change, 
unadjusted 

-1,0 -0,3 -1,0 -3,8 -4,2 -4,0 

Month-on-month % 
change, seasonally 
adjusted 

0,4 1,2 -0,1 -1,2 -0,5 -0,3 

3-month % change, 
seasonally adjusted 1/ 

-1,7 0,6 1,8 1,3 -0,2 -1,4 

1/ Percentage change between the previous 3 months and the 3 months ending in the month indicated. 
 
Electricity distribution (consumption) decreased by 1,1% year-on-year in 
June 2022 (see Table F). 
 
Table F – Key growth rates in the volume of electricity distributed for 
June 2022 

 Jan-22 Feb-22 Mar-22 Apr-22 May-22 Jun-22 

Year-on-year % change, 
unadjusted 

-0,2 -0,1 -0,6 -2,0 -2,4 -1,1 

Month-on-month % change, 
seasonally adjusted 0,6 -0,2 0,3 -0,7 -0,4 0,1 

3-month % change, 
seasonally adjusted 1/ -0,8 1,1 1,7 0,5 -0,3 -0,8 

  

1/ Percentage change between the previous 3 months and the 3 months ending in the month indicated. A full 
release on Electricity generated and available for distribution (Statistical release P4141) is available on the 
Stats SA website: www.statssa.gov.za 
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Tertiary industries 
 
Wholesale trade sales 
  
Wholesale trade sales increased by 17,1% in May 2022 
 
Wholesale trade includes the resale (sale without transformation) of new and 
used goods and products to other wholesalers, retailers, agricultural, 
industrial, commercial, institutional and professional users either directly or 
through agents on a fee or contract basis. In order to become a wholesaler, 
your business has to be legally registered. While registration is a 
requirement, some wholesalers need additional operating licences 
depending on the industry they specialise in. Wholesalers that need an 
additional licence to operate are those who specialise in industries such as 
alcoholic beverages and petroleum among others. To trade in alcoholic 
beverages, wholesalers need to be in possession of a liquor licence while 
wholesalers trading in petroleum need an operating licence. Presented in 
this article is a summary of the results from the Wholesale trade sales 
(statistical release P6141.2) for May 2022. 
 
Wholesale trade sales increased by 17,1% in May 2022 compared with May 
2021 (see Table G). The main positive contributors were dealers in:  
 solid, liquid and gaseous fuels and related products (54,8%, contributing 

12,2 percentage points); 
 ‘other’ intermediate products, waste and scrap (48,7%, contributing 2,1 

percentage points); and 
 food, beverages and tobacco (10,4%, contributing 1,5 percentage 

points). 
 
Wholesale trade sales increased by 15,9% in the three months ended May 
2022 compared with the three months ended May 2021. The main positive 
contributors were dealers in:  
 solid, liquid and gaseous fuels and related products (45,8%, contributing 

10,2 percentage points); 
 ‘other’ intermediate products, waste and scrap (40,7%, contributing 1,9 

percentage points); and  
 food, beverages and tobacco (8,6%, contributing 1,3 percentage points). 
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Table G – Key growth rates in wholesale trade sales at current prices 
for May 2022 

 Dec-21 Jan-22 Feb-22 Mar-22 Apr-22 May-22 

Year-on-year % change, 
unadjusted 

15,3 22,5 22,6 20,1 9,9 17,1 

Month-on-month % change, 
seasonally adjusted 

0,9 4,4 3,6 0,3 -5,3 7,4 

3-month % change, seasonally 
adjusted1/ 

6,3 5,6 7,2 8,1 5,2 2,8 

1/ Percentage change between the previous 3 months and the 3 months ending in the month indicated. 
 A full release on Wholesale trade sales (P6141.2) is available on the Stats SA website: www.statssa.gov.za 
 
 

Retail trade sales 

Retail trade sales increased by 0,1% year-on-year in May 2022 

General dealers have emerged as the highest positive contributor to the 
retail sector in May 2022. According to research conducted by the Bureau of 
Market Research (BMR) which was done on behalf of Capital Connect, part 
of the Connect Group, general dealers’ performance can be largely 
attributed to consumers’ spending more of their incomes on necessities and 
choosing entry-level and in-house brands over premium brands. General 
dealers are stores that sell a wide range of groceries and general 
merchandise. These include stores such as Pick n Pay, Checkers, Spar, etc. 
Moreover, the price increases of fuel, food and beverages coupled with 
inflation reaching a 13-year high has changed consumers’ spending habits, 
with households on a tighter budget buying less. According to BMR, this has 
put retailers under pressure and is probably one of the reasons why some 
other retailers such as retailers in textiles, clothing, footwear and leather 
goods and household furniture, appliances and equipment experienced 
decline in sales. Presented in this article is a summary of the results from the 
Retail trade sales (statistical release P6242.1) for May 2022.  
 
Retail trade sales increased by 0,1% year-on-year in May 2022 (see Table 
H). Positive annual growth rates were recorded for:  
 general dealers (3,7%); and  
 all ‘other’ retailers (2,1%).  
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The largest positive contributor to this increase was general dealers 
(contributing 1,6 percentage points). The largest negative contributors were 
retailers in:  
 textiles, clothing, footwear and leather goods (contributing -0,7 of a 

percentage point); and  
 hardware, paint and glass (contributing -0,6 of a percentage point). 
 
Retail trade sales increased by 1,9% in the three months ended May 2022 
compared with the three months ended May 2021. The largest positive 
contributor to this increase was general dealers (3,6% and contributing 1,6 
percentage points). 
 
Table H – Key growth rates in retail trade sales for May 2022  

 Dec-21 Jan-22 Feb-22 Mar-22 Apr-22 May-22 
Year-on-year % 
change, 
unadjusted 

3,0 8,1 -0,9 1,7 4,3 0,1 

Month-on-month % 
change, seasonally 
adjusted 

0,7 2,6 -1,3 0,3 0,6 -1,0 

3-month % 
change, seasonally 
adjusted 1/ 

5,3 4,0 2,9 2,7 1,0 0,3 

1/ Percentage change between the previous 3 months and the 3 months ending in the month indicated.  
A full release on Retail trade sales (Statistical release P6242.1) is available on the Stats SA website: 
www.statssa.gov.za 

 
 

Motor trade sales  

Motor trade sales increased by 16,0% year-on-year in May 2022 

Over the past two years, the motor industry has been facing several 
challenges including global supply chain interruptions. This has been 
intensified by the flood damage to vehicle-manufacturing facilities in 
KwaZulu-Natal (KZN) and the ongoing war between Russia and Ukraine. 
The events led to a shortage in car parts which has caused motor vehicle 
insurers to experience delays in repairing their clients’ damaged vehicles. As 
a result, some insurers such as Discovery Insure encouraged their policy 
holders to take out a 60-day car hire instead of 30-day as part of their motor 
vehicle policies to avoid being without a vehicle for a longer time. This article 
summarises the results from the Motor trade sales (statistical release 
P6343.2) for May 2022.  



 

19 

 

Motor trade sales increased by 16,0% year-on-year in May 2022 (see Table 
I). The largest annual growth rates were recorded for:  
 fuel sales (26,6%); and  
 used vehicle sales (16,9%).  
 
Motor trade sales increased by 13,6% in the three months ended May 2022 
compared with the three months ended May 2021. The main contributors to 
this increase were:  
 fuel sales (22,7%, contributing 6,6 percentage points);  
 new vehicle sales (12,9%, contributing 2,9 percentage points); and  
 used vehicle sales (11,5%, contributing 2,2 percentage points). 
 
Table I – Key growth rate figures in motor trade sales for May 2022  

 Dec-21 Jan-22 Feb-22 Mar-22 Apr-22 May-22 

 
Year-on-year % change, unadjusted 12,0 20,3 16,0 13,4 11,4 16,0 

Month-on-month % change, seasonally 
adjusted 

0,3 2,6 0,8 0,9 -0,3 2,0 

3-month % change, seasonally adjusted 1/ 8,5 5,7 4,8 5,1 3,2 2,9 

1/ Percentage change between the previous 3 months and the 3 months ending in the month indicated. A full 
release on Motor trade sales (statistical release P6343.2) is available on the Stats SA website: 
www.statssa.gov.za 

 

Food and beverages 

Total income generated by the food and beverages industry increased 
by 8,3% in May 2022  

The latest figures for the consumer price index (CPI) show that prices of 
food and non-alcoholic beverages increased by 8,6% year-on-year in June 
2022. This is the highest annual rate since March 2017 when the country 
was recovering from severe drought. The main groups contributing to high 
food inflation in June 2022 were bread and cereals, meat, and oils and fats. 
Despite this increase, however, South Africa’s leading food retailers are 
continuing to play a part in trying to shield consumers from rising food prices 
by keeping internal food inflation levels low. Pick n Pay, for instance, said its 
South African internal selling price inflation for the period was restricted to 
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5%, which is well below the inflation rate. Hopefully, by containing the price 
increase of food, retailers might help consumers navigate around the rising 
cost of living in South Africa. Presented in this article is a summary of the 
results from Food and beverages (statistical release P6420) for May 2022. 

Total income generated by the food and beverages industry increased by 
8,3% in May 2022 compared with May 2021 (see Table J). The largest 
annual growth rates were recorded for ‘other’ income (14,5%) and income 
from food sales (9,0%).  

In May 2022, the main contributor to the 8,3% year-on-year increase was 
takeaway and fast-food outlets (9,0%, contributing 3,1 percentage points). 

Total income increased by 11,9% in the three months ended May 2022 
compared with the three months ended May 2021. The main contributors to 
this increase were:  
 takeaway and fast-food outlets (14,2%, contributing 4,8 percentage 

points); and  
 restaurants and coffee shops (8,6%, contributing 4,4 percentage points). 
 

Table J – Year-on-year percentage change in food and beverages 
income at constant prices by type of income – May 2022 

Type of 
income 

Dec-21 Jan-22 Feb-22 Mar-22 Apr-22 May-22 

Food sales 
23,0 40,7 20,8 17,7 14,6 9,0 

Bar sales 
-11,3 164,0 -12,3 -10,5 -0,9 0,6 

Other income 
4,2 30,6 16,4 8,4 13,4 14,5 

Total 
19,0 46,4 17,1 14,6 13,1 8,3 

1/ Changes from zero in the preceding period cannot be calculated as a percentage.  
A full release on Food and beverages (statistical release P6420) is available on the Stats SA website: 
www.statssa.gov.za 
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Tourist accommodation 
 
Total income for the tourist accommodation industry increased by 
86,6% in May 2022 
 
As a result of COVID-19, remote work opportunities have become a new 
norm globally, and this mode of working has also given birth to digital 
nomads. Digital nomads are individuals who work remotely using information 
and communications technology. Although companies have eased back into 
return-to-office mode, some companies have adopted remote working, which 
has given employees the freedom to take work on holiday. This has seen 
many tourists taking full advantage of this type of flexible working method by 
travelling anywhere while still managing to do their work. In view of this, 
tourism companies are also finding new ways of attracting tourists. Western 
Cape tourism company Wesgro has entered into an agreement with Airbnb 
(an online marketplace for short term residential property rentals) to offer 
cheaper accommodation to promote the province as an ideal place for digital 
nomads. With this agreement, Airbnb offers up to 50% off for stays longer 
than 28 days. The Wesgro and Airbnb agreement may attract more online 
workers which in return will increase the revenue of tourist establishments. 
Presented in this article is a summary of the results of the Tourist 
accommodation (statistical release P6410) for May 2022. 
 
Total income for the tourist accommodation industry increased by 86,6% in 
May 2022 compared with May 2021 (see Table K). Income from 
accommodation increased by 61,6% year-on-year in May 2022, the result of 
a 31,9% increase in the number of stay unit nights sold and a 22,5% 
increase in the average income per stay unit night sold. 
 
In May 2022, the largest contributors to the 61,6% year-on-year increase in 
income from accommodation were:  
 hotels (93,2%, contributing 44,5 percentage points); and  
 ‘other’ accommodation (32,0%, contributing 14,2 percentage points). 
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Table K – Year-on-year percentage change in tourist accommodation 
statistics for May 2022 

 Dec-21 Jan-22 Feb-22 Mar-22 Apr-22 May-22 

Stay units available 0,1 0,2 -0,1 -0,2 -0,2 -0,2 

Stay unit nights sold 12,6 45,9 57,8 46,1 18,0 31,9 

Average income per stay unit 
nights sold  

2,3 13,5 32,6 21,0 20,7 22,5 

Income from accommodation 15,1 65,5 109,3 76,8 42,5 61,6 

Total income 1/ 43,8 120,0 145,6 100,5 62,4 86,6 

1/ Percentage change between the previous 3 months and the 3 months ending in the month indicated.  
A full release on Tourist accommodation (Statistical release P6410) is available on the Stats SA website: 
www.statssa.gov.za 
 

 
Tourism and migration 

A total of 1 659 163 travellers passed through South African ports of 
entry/exit in May 2022 

South Africa welcomed a total of 92 368 overseas tourists in May 2022. 
Although this is still lower than the 166 227 reported in May 2019 before 
COVID-19 started, it is almost four times the number of overseas tourists 
(20 762) who came into the country a year ago (May 2021). This increase in 
the volumes of travellers evidently shows that the tourism industry is 
recovering after being one of the industries that were the hardest hit by 
COVID-19 lockdowns and travel restrictions.  Presented in this article is a 
summary of the results of the Tourism and migration (statistical release 
P0351) for May 2022. 

The routine data collected by the Department of Home Affairs’ (DHA) 
immigration officers at the ports of entry into and out of South Africa shows 
that a total of 1 659 163 travellers (arrivals, departures and transits) passed 
through South African ports of entry/exit in May 2022 (see Table L).  These 
travellers were made up of 551 888 South African residents and 1 107 275 
foreign travellers. A further breakdown of the figures for South African 
residents indicates that there were 271 518 arrivals, 279 966 departures and 
404 travellers in transit. The corresponding volume for foreign arrivals, 
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departures and travellers in transit was 572 870, 507 739 and 26 666 
respectively.  

A comparison between the movements in May 2021 and May 2022 indicates 
that the volume of arrivals, departures and travellers in transit increased for 
both South African residents and foreign travellers. For South African 
residents, the volume of arrivals increased by 130,5% (from 117 782 in May 
2021 to 271 518 in May 2022). Departures increased by 129,6% (from 121 
937 in May 2021 to 279 966 in May 2022) and transits increased by 260,7% 
(from 112 in May 2021 to 404 in May 2022). For foreign travellers, arrivals 
increased by 121,6% (from 258 521 in May 2021 to 572 870 in May 2022) 
departures increased by 120,7% (from 230 012 in May 2021 to 507 739 in 
May 2022), and transits increased by 292,1% (from 6 801 in May 2021 to 26 
666 in May 2022).  

When comparing movements between April 2022 and May 2022, the volume 
of arrivals and departures decreased for South African residents but 
increased for foreign travellers. The volume of transits remained the same 
for South African residents but increased for foreign transits. For South 
African residents, the volume of arrivals decreased by 5,9% (from 288 430 in 
April 2022 to 271 518 in May 2022), departures decreased by 10,5% (from 
312 662 in April 2022 to 279 966 in May 2022) and transits kept the same 
number of travellers of 404 in April 2022 and in May 2022). For foreign 
travellers, arrivals increased by 0,8% (from 568 484 in April 2022 to 572 870 
in May 2022), departures increased by 0,7% (from 504 392 in April 2022 to 
507 739 in May 2022) and transits increased by 18,6% (from 22 479 in April 
2022 to 26 666 in May 2022).  

Detailed information on the departure of travellers is not available in the 
movement control system. Data on the purpose of travel and the number of 
days South African residents intend to spend or spent abroad are not 
collected by the DHA. It is therefore not possible to categorise South African 
residents as tourists or non-tourists. In May 2022, 48 318 (8,4%) of foreign 
arrivals were classified as non-visitors while 524 552 (91,6%) were classified 
as visitors. The visitors were categorised into three groups:  

i. Arrivals only – comprising visitors who entered the country in May 2022 but 
did not depart in May 2022 [158 798 (30,3%)]; 
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ii. Single trips – visitors who came to South Africa once in May 2022 and left 
in May 2022 [180 506 (34,4%)]; and  

iii. Multiple trips – visitors who came to and left South Africa more than once 
in May 2022 [185 248 (35,3%)]. 

Visitors were further grouped as same-day visitors and overnight visitors 
(tourists). In May 2022, there were 117 290 (22,4%) same-day visitors and 
407 262 (77,6%) tourists. Between May 2021 and May 2022, the volume of 
same-day visitors increased by 225,4% (from 36 046 in May 2021 to 117 
290 in May 2022) and that of tourists increased by 122,1% (from 183 347 in 
May 2021 to 407 262 in May 2022). Between April 2022 and May 2022, the 
volume of same-day visitors increased by 30,2% (from 90 095 in April 2022 
to 117 290 in May 2022) and that of tourists decreased by 5,6% (from 431 
376 in April 2022 to 407 262 in May 2022). 

Mode of travel of travellers 

In May 2022, road transport was the most common mode of travel used by 1 
045 461 (63,0%) of the 1 659 163 travellers. The total number of travellers 
who used air transport was 603 241 (36,4%). Compared to air and land 
transport, a smaller number of travellers, 10 461 (0,6%) used sea transport 
into and out of South Africa. Information on arrivals of South African 
residents shows that 120 907 (44,5%) came by air, 147 166 (54,2%) came 
by road and 3 445 (1,3%) arrived by sea. For departures, 140 053 (50,0%) 
used air, 138 552 (49,5%) used road and 1 361 (0,5%) left by sea. All 
travellers in transit, 404 (100,0%) used air transport.  

Tourists 

Mode of travel of tourists 

In May 2022, 85 662 (92,7%) of the 92 368 overseas tourists arrived in the 
country by air transport, whilst 6 633 (7,2%) came in by road transport and 
73 (0,1%) arrived by sea. Tourists from the Southern African Development 
Community (SADC) countries, on the other hand, came predominantly by 
road, 272 877 (89,2%), whilst 32 858 (10,7%) came by air and 165 (0,1%) 
arrived by sea. The number of tourists who came into South Africa by air 
from 'other' African countries was 7 484 (91,6%); while 685 (8,4%) used road 
transport and one (less than 0,1%) used sea transport. 
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Purpose of visit 

During the month of May 2022, the majority of tourists, 385 721 (94,7%), 
were in South Africa for holiday compared to 17 978 (4,4%); 3 128 (0,8%) 
and 435 (0,1%) who were in South Africa for business, study and medical 
treatment respectively. 

Sex distribution 

There were 245 453 (60,3%) male and 161 809 (39,7%) female tourists. 
Overseas tourists were made up of 53 509 (57,9%) male and 38 859 
(42,1%) female. There were 186 069 (60,8%) male and 119 831 (39,2%) 
female tourists from SADC countries. Tourists from 'other' African countries 
were made up of 5 398 (66,1%) male and 2 772 (33,9%) female.  

Age distribution 

Results further demonstrate that majority of tourists were aged between 35 
and 44 years [129 224 (31,7%)]. Taking the regions of residence into 
consideration, the results show that the highest proportion of tourists from 
overseas countries [17 748 (19,2%)], SADC countries [108 309 (35,4%)] and 
those from ‘other’ African countries [2 896 (35,4%)] were aged between 35 
and 44 years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

26 

 

Table L – Number of South African residents and foreign travellers by 
travel direction: May 2022 

Travel 
direction 

 
May 2021 

 
April 2021 

 
May 2022 %change 

Apr - May 
2022 

% change  
May 2021 – 
May 2022 

Total 
735 165 1 696 851 1 659 163 -2,2% 125,7% 

      

South African 
residents  

239 831 601 496 551 888 -8,2% 130,1% 

Arrivals  
117 782 288 430 271 518 -5,9% 130,5% 

Departures 
121 937 312 662 279 966 -10,5% 129,6% 

Transit 112 404 404 0,0% 260,7% 

      

Foreign 
travellers  

495 334 1 095 355 1 107 275 1,1% 123,5% 

Arrivals  258 521 568 484 572 870 0,8% 121,6% 

Departures 230 012 504 392 507 739 0,7% 120,7% 

Transit 
6 801 22 479 26 666 18,6% 292,1% 

 
     

Foreign 
arrivals 

258 521 568 484 572 870 0,8% 121,6% 

Non-visitors 
39 128 47 013 48 318 2,8% 23,5% 

Visitors 219 393 521 471 524 552 0,6% 139,1% 

      

Visitors 219 393 521 471 524 552 0,6% 139,1% 

Arrivals only 75 167 176 661 158 798 -10,1% 111,3% 

Single trips 
65 451 189 896 180 506 -4,9% 175,8% 

Multiple trips 78 775 154 914 185 248 19,6% 135,2% 

      

Visitors 219 393 521 471 524 552 0,6% 139,1% 

Same-day 36 046 90 095 117 290 30,2% 225,4% 

Overnight 
(Tourists) 

183 347 431 376 407 262 -5,6% 122,1% 

A full release on Tourism and migration (statistical release P0351) is available on the Stats SA website: 
www.statssa.gov.za 
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Statistics of civil cases for debt 
 
The total number of civil summonses issued for debt decreased by 
2,6% in the three months ended May 2022 
 
Considering the rising cost of living, consumers are exploring innovative 
ways to ensure that they do not default on their debt repayments. Different 
debt repayment methods have been making the rounds on social media 
platforms but one that is widely shared amongst financial management 
groups is the snowball method. The snowball method is a debt repayment 
method which was made popular by Dave Ramsey, an American financial 
expert. It focuses on paying off the smallest balances first. To get started, list 
all debts in order of the smallest to the largest amount of debt. The goal is to 
pay off the smallest debt first while making a minimum repayment on all your 
other debts. Then, once the smallest debt is paid off, put all the extra money 
towards the next debt with the smallest balance. Repeat this process until all 
the debts are paid off. However, it is crucial to note that debt repayment 
methods are not a one size fits all and consumers can explore other 
methods that are best suited to them to avoid defaulting on their debt 
repayment. Presented in this article is a summary of the results from the 
Statistics of civil cases for debt (statistical release P0041) for April 2022.  
 
The number of civil summonses issued for debt  
 
The total number of civil summonses issued for debt decreased by 2,6% in 
the three months ended May 2022 compared with the three months ended 
May 2021 (see Table M). The main contributors to the 2,6% decrease in civil 
summonses issued were:  
 promissory notes (contributing -1,8 percentage points); 
 rent (contributing -1,2 percentage points); and  
 ‘other’ debts (contributing -1,0 percentage point). 
 
The number of civil judgements recorded for debt  
 
The total number of civil judgements recorded for debt decreased by 16,0% 
in the three months ended May 2022 compared with the three months ended 
May 2021. The largest contributors to the 16,0% decrease were civil 
judgements relating to:  
  services (contributing -9,1 percentage points);  
  ‘other’ debts (contributing -4,6 percentage points); and  
  rent (contributing -1,4 percentage points). 
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The value of civil judgements recorded for debt  
 
The total value of civil judgements recorded for debt decreased by 14,0% in 
the three months ended May 2022 compared with the three months ended 
May 2021. The largest contributors to the 14,0% decrease were civil 
judgements relating to:  
  ‘other’ debts (contributing -3,9 percentage points);  
  money lent (contributing -3,4 percentage points); and  
  rent (contributing -2,5 percentage points). 
 
In May 2022, 12 204 civil judgements for debt amounting to R311,4 million 
were recorded. The largest contributors to the total value of judgements 
were: 
  money lent (R89,4 million or 28,7%); 
  services (R57,3 million or 18,4%); and  
  ‘other’ debts (R49,1 million or 15,8%). 
 
Table M – Key figures for civil summonses and judgements for May 
2022 

Actual estimates 
May 
2022 

% change 
between 
May 2021 

and 
May 2022 

% change between 
 March - May 2021 

and 
March - May 2022 

Number of civil summonses issued for 
debt 

45 058 6,0 -2,6 

Number of civil judgements recorded 
for debt 

12 204 -12,3 -16,0 

Value of civil judgements recorded for 
debt (R million) 

311,4 7,6 -14,0 

A full release on Statistics of civil cases for debt (statistical release P0041) is available on the Stats SA 
website: www.statssa.gov.za 

 
Statistics of liquidations and insolvencies 
 
Total number of liquidations recorded increased by 9,8% in June 2022 
 
All companies and close corporations in South Africa are required by law to 
file their annual returns with the Companies of Intellectual Property 
Commission (CIPC) on an annual basis, within a prescribed period. The 
purpose of the filing of these annual returns is to confirm whether a company 
or close corporation is still in business or if it will be in business in the near 
future. However, if annual returns are not filed within the prescribed period, 
the CIPC will start the deregistration process to remove the company or 
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close corporation from its active records. As from 1 July 2022, the CIPC has 
allowed voluntary deregistration applications for companies or close 
corporations whose status is that of annual return deregistration. In addition 
to the standard documentary and supporting documents required for a 
voluntary deregistration application, the letter requesting the deregistration of 
the company or close corporation must contain the reason for failing to file 
annual returns on time and a request to change the status of the company or 
close corporation from annual return deregistration to voluntary 
deregistration. Presented in this article is a summary of the results from the 
Statistics of liquidations and insolvencies (statistical release P0043) for June 
2022. 
 
Liquidations 
 
The total number of liquidations increased by 9,8% in June 2022 compared 
with June 2021 (see Table N). There was a decrease of 2,1% in the second 
quarter of 2022 compared with the second quarter of 2021. The total number 
of liquidations decreased by 6,4% in the first six months of 2022 compared 
with the first six months of 2021.  
  
 Table N – Total number of liquidations for June 2022 

Number of 
liquidations 
June 2022 

% change between 
June 2021 

and 
June 2022 

% change between 
April to June 2021 and 

April to June 2022 

% change between 
January to June 2021 
and January to June 

2022 

145 9,8 -2,1 -6,4 
  
 A full release on Statistics of liquidations and insolvencies (Statistical release P0043) is available on the 
Stats SA website: www.statssa.gov.za 

 
Insolvencies  
 
Owing to a cyber-attack on the Department of Justice, source information for 
insolvencies is not available from September 2021. The time series has 
been discontinued until further notice; hence no information is available 
currently. 
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Land transport survey 

The volume of goods transported (payload) increased by 9,2% in May 
2022 

Owing to the growing number of reckless driving and disregard for road law, 
the City of Cape Town has approved a new traffic by-law which will allow 
authorities to immediately impound vehicles caught breaking different rules 
on the road. According to the by-law, harsh actions will be taken against 
those partaking in illegal street racing and who fail to correctly display one or 
both number plates, driving under the influence of alcohol and those driving 
recklessly, among others. The by-law will try to ensure maximum law 
enforcement and improve road safety. Presented in this article is a summary 
of the results from the Land transport survey (Statistical release P7162) for 
April 2022. 
 
The volume of goods transported (payload) increased by 9,2% in May 2022 
compared with May 2021. The corresponding income increased by 12,4% 
over the same period (see Table O).  
 
Income from freight transportation increased by 8,5% in the three months 
ended May 2022 compared with the three months ended May 2021. The 
main positive contributors to this increase were:  
 ‘other’ freight (26,1%, contributing 5,2 percentage points); and  
 agriculture and forestry primary products (22,8%, contributing 1,7 

percentage points). 
 
Table O – Year-on-year percentage change in freight transportation: 
May 2022 

 Dec-21 Jan-22 Feb-22 Mar-22 Apr-22 May-22 

Freight payload 7,6 15,8 8,0 5,2 3,0 9,2 

Freight income 10,4 16,7 8,1 6,3 6,6 12,4 

A full release on the Land transport survey (Statistical release P7162) is available on the Stats SA website: 
www.statssa.gov.za 

 
The number of passenger journeys increased by 2,9% in May 2022 
compared with May 2021. The corresponding income increased by 9,9% 
over the same period (see Table P). 
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Table P – Year-on-year percentage change in passenger transportation: 
May 2022 

 Dec-21 Jan-22 Feb-22 March-22 Apr-22 May-22 

Passenger journeys -13,2 -16,2 2,8 -0,8 1,4 2,9 

Passenger income -14,5 -5,5 3,3 0,4 20,6 9,9 

A full release on the Land transport survey (Statistical release P7162) is available on the Stats SA website: 
www.statssa.gov.za 
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Prices 
 
Producer price index (PPI) 
 
PPI at 16,2% in June 2022 
 
Chicken is an affordable source of protein for many South African 
households, especially low-income households. In 2022, the South African 
government imposed an anti-dumping duty on chicken imports. An anti-
dumping duty is a tariff imposed on foreign imports when it is believed that 
goods are being ‘dumped’ – through low pricing – in the domestic market. 
Imposing anti-dumping duties on dumped imports automatically translates 
into price increases of those products and this in turn puts affordability 
strains on already struggling consumers. In an effort to ease consumers’ 
financial burden amid the rapid rise in food prices, the South African 
government suspended the anti-dumping duty on chicken imports from five 
countries for a twelve-month period. This means that chicken imported from 
Brazil, Denmark, Poland, Spain and Ireland will be exempt from paying 
import tariffs, therefore making it cheaper. While this decision was well 
received by consumers, on the contrary, local poultry farmers were less than 
pleased.  South African poultry farmers argue that the cost of producing 
chicken is already expensive, now with the suspension in place, it will be 
harder to compete with cheaper chicken against their high production costs 
such as the cost of feed, electricity etc. and this will lead to higher producer 
prices. Presented in this article is a summary of the results from the producer 
price index (PPI) for June 2022. 
 
Final manufactured goods – headline PPI  

Annual producer price inflation (final manufacturing) was 16,2% in June 
2022, up from 14,7% in May 2022. The producer price index increased by 
2,1% month-on-month in June 2022. The main contributors to the headline 
PPI annual inflation rate were coke, petroleum, chemical, rubber and plastic 
products; food products, beverages and tobacco products; and metals, 
machinery, equipment and computing equipment. 

 Coke, petroleum, chemical, rubber and plastic products increased by 
37,2% year-on-year and contributed 9,1 percentage points.  
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 Food products, beverages and tobacco products increased by 10,1% 
year-on-year and contributed 2,6 percentage points.  

 Metals, machinery, equipment and computing equipment increased by 
14,0% year-on-year and contributed 2,1 percentage points.  

 
The main contributor to the headline PPI monthly increase was coke, 
petroleum, chemical, rubber and plastic products, which increased by 4,9% 
month-on-month and contributed 1,4 percentage points. 
 
Intermediate manufactured goods  
 
The annual percentage change in the PPI for intermediate manufactured 
goods was 15,2% in June 2022 (compared with 15,6% in May 2022). The 
index increased by 0,7% month-on-month. The main contributors to the 
annual rate were basic and fabricated metals (7,8 percentage points), 
chemicals, rubber and plastic products (4,8 percentage points) and 
sawmilling and wood (1,9 percentage points) (Figure 2.2). The main 
contributor to the monthly rate was chemicals, rubber and plastic products 
(1,5 percentage points). 
 
Electricity and water  
 
The annual percentage change in the PPI for electricity and water was 
15,2% in June 2022 (compared with 12,9% in May 2022). The index 
increased by 37,0% month-on-month. Electricity contributed 15,2 percentage 
points to the annual rate and water contributed 0,6 of a percentage point 
(Figure 3.2). Electricity contributed 37,0 percentage points to the monthly 
rate. 
 
Mining  
 
The annual percentage change in the PPI for mining was 21,2% in June 
2022 (compared with 17,7% in May 2022). The index increased by 1,6% 
month-on-month. The main contributors to the annual rate were coal and 
gas (14,2 percentage points) and non-ferrous metal ores (8,0 percentage 
points). The main contributors to the monthly rate were coal and gas (2,1 
percentage points) and stone quarrying, clay and diamonds (0,7 of a 
percentage point). 
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Agriculture, forestry and fishing  
 
The annual percentage change in the PPI for agriculture, forestry and fishing 
was 14,9% in June 2022 (compared with 18,9% in May 2022). The index 
decreased by 0,8% month-on-month. The contributors to the annual rate 
were agriculture (12,7 percentage points), fishing (1,6 percentage points) 
and forestry (0,7 of a percentage point). The contributor to the monthly rate 
was agriculture (-0,8 of a percentage point). 
 
 Table Q – Key PPI figures for June 2022 

Product 

Weight Index (Dec 2020=100) % change 
June 2021 May 2022 June 

2022 
June 
2022 
vs 

May 
2022 

June 2022 
vs 

June 2021 

Final manufactured 
goods 
 

100,00 104,7 119,2 121,7 2,1 16,2 

Intermediate 
manufactured goods 
 

100,00 113,5 129,8 130,7 0,7 15,2 

Electricity and water 100,00 143,6 120,7 165,4 37,0 15,2 

Mining 100,00 107,1 127,8 129,8 1,6 21,2 
Agriculture, forestry 
and fishing 100,00 99,5 115,2 114,3 -0,8 14,9 

A full release on the Producer price index is available on the website: www.statssa.gov.za 

 
Consumer price index (CPI) 

CPI at 7,4% 

Annual consumer inflation was 7,4% in June 2022, up from 6,5% in May 
2022.  Not only did it exceed the Reserve Bank’s target band by 1,4% but it 
was also the highest reading since May 2009 (8,0%) when the economy was 
facing currency depreciation during the global financial crisis. This 7,4% 
increase is attributed to rising food and transport prices. Prices of food and 
non-alcoholic beverages increased by 8,6% year-on-year in June. Transport 
goods and services, on the other hand, recorded an average annual price 
increase of 20,0% and a monthly rise of 4,2%. Fuel prices were up by 45,3% 
in June, representing the largest annual increase since the current CPI 
series began in 2009. Presented in this article is a summary of the results 
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from the Consumer price index (CPI) (statistical release P0141) for June 
2022. 

Annual consumer price inflation was 7,4% in June 2022, up from 6,5% in 
May 2022 (see Table R). The consumer price index increased by 1,1% 
month-on-month in June 2022. The main contributors to the 7,4% annual 
inflation rate were: 

Food and non-alcoholic beverages increased by 8,6% year-on-year, and 
contributed 1,5 percentage points to the total CPI annual rate of 7,4%. 

Housing and utilities increased by 5,1% year-on-year, and contributed 1,2 
percentage points.  

Transport increased by 20,0% year-on-year, and contributed 2,7 percentage 
points; and 

Miscellaneous goods and services increased by 4,0% year-on-year, and 
contributed 0,6 of a percentage point.  

In June 2022, the annual inflation rate for goods was 11,0%, up from 9,5% in 
May 2022; and for services it was 3,9%, up from 3,6% in May. 
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Table R – Consumer price index: Index numbers and year-on-year rates 
Base year: Dec 2021 = 100 

Year Index/rate Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
Ave- 
rage 

1 

2016 
Index 94,4 95,7 96,4 97,2 97,4 97,9 98,7 98,6 98,8 99,3 99,6 100,0 97,8 

Rate 6,2 7,0 6,3 6,2 6,2 6,3 6,0 5,9 6,1 6,4 6,6 6,7 6,3 

2017 

Index 
100,6 101,7 102,3 102,4 102,7 102,9 103,2 103,3 103,8 104,1 104,2 104,7 103,0 

Rate 6,6 6,3 6,1 5,3 5,4 5,1 4,6 4,8 5,1 4,8 4,6 4,7 5,3 

2018 

Index 
105,0 105,8 106,2 107,0 107,2 107,6 108,5 108,4 108,9 109,4 109,6 109,4 107,8 

Rate 4,4 4,0 3,8 4,5 4,4 4,6 5,1 4,9 4,9 5,1 5,2 4,5 4,7 

 
2019 

Index 109,2 110,1 111,0 111,7 112,0 112,4 112,8 113,1 113,4 113,4 113,5 113,8 112,2 

Rate 4,0 4,1 4,5 4,4 4,5 4,5 4,0 4,3 4,1 3,7 3,6 4,0 4,1 

 
2020 

Index 
114,1 115,2 115,6 115,0 114,3 114,9 116,4 116,6 116,8 117,1 117,1 117,3 115,9 

Rate 4,5 4,6 4,1 3,0 2,1 2,2 3,2 3,1 3,0 3,3 3,2 3,1 3,3 

2021 
Index 117,7 118,5 119,3 120,1 120,2 120,5 121,8 122,3 122,6 122,9 123,5 124,2 121,1 

Rate 3,2 2,9 3,2 4,4 5,2 4,9 4,6 4,9 5,0 5,0 5,5 5,9 4,5 

 
 2022 

Index 100,2 100,8 101,8 102,4 103,1 104,2    

 Rate 5,7 5,7 5,9 5,9 6,5 7,4    

A full release on the Consumer price index (Statistical release P0141) is available on the Stats SA website: 
www.statssa.gov.za 
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Glossary 

Primary industries 

Gigawatt-hour (gWh): one gigawatt-hour of electricity is equal to one million 
kilowatt-hours. A kilowatt-hour is the basic unit of electrical energy equal to 
one kilowatt of power supplied to or taken from an electric circuit steadily for 
one hour. One kilowatt-hour equals one thousand watt-hours. 

Index of physical volume of manufacturing production: also known as a 
production index, is a statistical measure of the change in the volume of 
production. The production index of a major group is the ratio between the 
volume of production of a major group in a given period and the volume of 
production of the same major group in the base period.  

Index of physical volume of mining production: a statistical measure of 
the change in the volume of production. The production index of a mineral 
group is the ratio between the volume of production of a mineral group in a 
given period and the volume of production of the same mineral group in the 
base period.  

Index of the physical volume of electricity production: a statistical 
measure of the change in the volume of production of electricity in a given 
period and the volume of production of electricity in the base period.  

Industry: a group of establishments engaged in the same or similar kinds of 
economic activity.  

PGMs – Platinum group metals: include platinum; iridium; osmiridium, 
palladium; rhodium; ruthenium and osmium. 

Sales: total value of sales and transfers-out of goods mined by the mining 
establishments and the amounts received for installation, erection or 
assembly or other services. 
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Secondary industries 

Additions and alterations: extensions to existing buildings as well as 
internal and external alterations of existing buildings. 

Blocks of flats: a structure, usually multi-storey, consisting of a number of 
dwellings sharing the same residential address, and usually sharing a 
common entrance, foyer or staircase. 

Dwelling houses: a free-standing, complete structure on a separate stand 
or a self-contained dwelling-unit, e.g. granny flat, on the same premises as 
existing residence. Out-buildings and garages are included. 

Other residential buildings: include institutions for the disabled, boarding 
houses, old age homes, hostels, hotel, motels, guest houses, holiday 
chalets, bed and breakfast accommodation, entertainment centres and 
casinos. 

Residential buildings: dwelling houses, flats, townhouses and other 
residential buildings. 

Tertiary industries 

Acknowledgements of debt: a statement by a person/debtor in which he 
admits that he owes money to an individual or a company or a bank. 

Acting household head: any member of the household acting on behalf of 
the head of the household. 

Average income per stay unit night sold: average rate per stay unit (i.e. 
rate per room in a hotel or powered site in a caravan park) is calculated by 
dividing the total income from accommodation by the number of stay unit 
nights sold in the survey period. 

Catering services: enterprises involved in the sale and supply of meals and 
drinks prepared on the premises on a contract basis and brought to other 
premises chosen by the person ordering them, to be served for immediate 
consumption to guests or customers. Include bars, taverns, other drinking 
places, ice-cream parlours, etc. 
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Civil judgements: decisions taken in a civil matter or a dispute between two 
people or parties. 
 
Civil summonses: notices to appear before the court of law where a 
dispute between two parties or people has to be heard, i.e. not for criminal 
offence. 
 
Day trip: a trip outside of the respondent’s usual environment, where they 
leave and return within the same day (i.e. do  not stay overnight). 
 
Domestic tourism: a trip within the boundaries of South Africa but outside 
of the respondent’s usual environment.  
Note: The following categories are excluded from the definition of domestic 
visitor: 
 persons travelling to another place within the country with the intention 

of setting up their usual residence in that place. 
 Persons who travel to another place within the country and are 

remunerated from within the place visited. 
 Persons who travel regularly or frequently between neighbouring 

localities as defined by the ‘usual environment’ rule. 
 
Dwelling unit: structure or part of a structure or group structures occupied 
or meant to be occupied by one or more than one household. 

Enterprise: a legal entity or a combination of legal units that includes and 
directly controls all functions necessary to carry out its sales activities. 
 
Expenditure: the total consumption expenditure made by a visitor or on 
behalf of a visitor during his/her trip and stay at a destination. 

Foreign traveller: a person who resides outside South Africa and visits the 
country temporarily. 

Household: a group of persons who live together and provide themselves 
jointly with food and/or other essentials for living, or a single person who 
lives alone. 

Household head: the main decision-maker, or the person who owns or 
rents the dwelling, or the person who is the main breadwinner. 

Income from accommodation industry: income from amounts charged for 
rooms or equivalent. Other income is excluded (e.g. income from meals). 
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Income from bar sales: refers to income from liquor sales. 

Income from food sales: refers to income from the sale of meals and non-
alcoholic drinks. 

Income from restaurant and bar sales: income from meals, banqueting 
and beverages and tobacco sales. 

Insolvency: refers to an individual or partnership which is unable to pay its 
debt and is placed under final sequestration. The number of insolvencies 
does not refer to the number of persons involved, as a partnership which is 
unable to pay its debt is regarded as one insolvency, irrespective of the 
number of partners. 

Liquidation: refers to the winding-up of the affairs of a company or close 
corporation when liabilities exceed assets and it can be resolved by 
voluntary action or by an order of the court. 

Main purpose of trip: this is the purpose in the absence of which the trip 
would not have been made. 

Microdata: data gathered on a small scale, such as data on an individual. 

‘Other’ African countries: refers to all non SADC African countries. 

Other income: includes all income not earned from food sales or bar sales. 

Other SADC: refers to the thirteen countries, excluding South Africa, that 
belong to the Southern African Development Community. 
 
Professional services: refer to medical doctors, dentists, advocates, 
attorney, auditors, accountants, architects, engineers, hospital services etc. 

Promissory notes: written undertaking, signed by a person or party, to pay 
money to another person or to be the bearer of such a note on a specific 
date or on demand. 

Restaurants and coffee shops: enterprises involved in the sale and 
provision of meals and drinks, ordered from a menu, prepared on the 
premises for immediate consumption and with provided seating. 

Retailer: a retailer is an enterprise deriving more than 50% of its turnover 
from sales of goods to the general public for household use. 
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Retail trade: includes the resale (sale without transformation) of new and 
used goods and products to the general public for household use. 

Stay unit: unit accommodation available to be charged out to guests, for 
example, a powered site in a caravan park or a room in a hotel. 

Stay unit night sold: total number of stay units occupied on each night 
during the survey period. 

Takeaway and fast-food outlets: enterprises involved in the sale and 
provision of meals and drinks, ordered from a menu, prepared on the 
premises for takeaway purposes in a packaged format, at a stand or in a 
location, with or without provided seating. 

Total income: includes income from food sales, income from bar sales and 
other income. 

Tourism: comprises the activities of persons travelling to, and staying in 
places outside their usual environment, for not more than one consecutive 
year, for leisure, business and other purposes not related to the exercise of 
an activity remunerated from within the place visited. 
Tourist: a visitor who stays at least one night in the place visited. 
 
Tourist accommodation: any facility that regularly (or occasionally) 
provides ‘paid’ or ‘unpaid’ overnight accommodation for tourists. 
 
Traveller: any person on a trip between two or more countries or between 
two or more localities within his/her country of residence. 
 
Voluntary liquidation: takes place when a company or close corporation, 
by own choice, resolves to wind-up its affairs. 

Wholesale trade: Includes the resale (sale without transformation) of new 
and used goods and products to other wholesalers, retailers, agricultural, 
industrial, commercial, institutional and professional users either directly or 
through agents on a fee or contract basis. 
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Prices 

Annual percentage change: change in the index of the relevant month of 
the current year compared with the index of the same month in the previous 
year expressed as a percentage. 

Consumer price index (CPI): an index that measures the price of a fixed 
basket of consumer goods and services. 

Inflation rate: annual percentage change in the CPI for all items of the 
relevant month of the current year compared with the CPI for all items of the 
same month in the previous year expressed as a percentage. 

Monthly percentage change: change in the index of the relevant month 
compared to the index of the previous month expressed as a percentage. 
 

Year-on-year: A term used frequently in investment research and other 
reports to mean ‘compared with the same period in the previous fiscal year’. 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 




