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Economic headlines
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Consumer inflation fell to 3,0% in April, 
the lowest reading since June 2005 (click 
here to read more).

Inflation the lowest in almost 15 years

Although there is cause for cautious 
optimism, trading conditions remain 
tough (click here to read more).

Lockdown: Business pressure might be easing

It’s fascinating to think that one of the 
earliest experiments in free trade 
happened right here (click here to 
read more).

A 110-year-old trade venture

Stats SA breaks down all the figures 
(click here to read more).

The latest on youth unemployment

Click here to browse more headlines.
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http://www.statssa.gov.za/?p=13372
http://www.statssa.gov.za/?p=13396
http://www.statssa.gov.za/?p=13385
http://www.statssa.gov.za/?p=13379
http://www.statssa.gov.za/?page_id=624
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PRIMARY SECTOR

SECONDARY SECTOR

TERTIARY SECTOR
MINING

MANU-
FACTURING

ELECTRICITY

RETAIL TRADE

MOTOR TRADE

WHOLESALE TRADE

Production

5,4% 
y/y in March

Sales

5,5% 
y/y in March

Sales

2,7% 
y/y in March

Sales

83,9% 
y/y in April

INFLATION

3,0% 
y/y in April

CPI

TERTIARY SECTOR

TOURIST  ACCOMMODATION

Click on          for each 
indicator to access 
the complete report.

The indicators shown 
here provide an 
indication of how 
various sectors of 
South Africa’s 
economy are 
performing. 

y/y = year-on-year

FOOD & 
BEVERAGES Income

29,4% 
y/y in March

31,8% 
y/y in March

Income

ABOUT

1,2% 
y/y in April

PPI
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Monthly economic indicators

Note: The COVID-19 pandemic has disrupted Stats SA’s release schedule. Keep up to date with what we are publishing here. 
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Distribution

23,3% 
y/y in April

Production

47,3% 
y/y in April

http://www.statssa.gov.za/?page_id=1866&PPN=P2041&SCH=6215
http://www.statssa.gov.za/?page_id=1866&PPN=P3041.2&SCH=6204
http://www.statssa.gov.za/?page_id=1866&PPN=P4141&SCH=6202
http://www.statssa.gov.za/?page_id=1866&PPN=P6141.2&SCH=6207
http://www.statssa.gov.za/?page_id=1866&PPN=P6242.1&SCH=6205
http://www.statssa.gov.za/?page_id=1866&PPN=P6343.2&SCH=6208
http://www.statssa.gov.za/?page_id=1866&PPN=P0142.1&SCH=6529
http://www.statssa.gov.za/?page_id=1866&PPN=P6420&SCH=6200
http://www.statssa.gov.za/?page_id=1866&PPN=P6410&SCH=6198
http://www.statssa.gov.za/?page_id=1866&PPN=P0141&SCH=6037
http://www.statssa.gov.za/?page_id=1874
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Feature article

The recession deepens as GDP 
falls by 2,0%

The South African economy recorded its third 
straight quarter of economic decline, falling by 
2,0% in the first quarter of 2020. This followed a 
contraction of -1,4% and -0,8% in the fourth and 
third quarters of 2019, respectively.

The results cover the period 1 January 2020 to 
31 March 2020, which includes the beginning of 
the COVID-19 lockdown in South Africa and 
some of its trading partners.

Mining and manufacturing were the most 
significant contributors to the economy’s poor 
performance.

The agriculture industry recorded a particularly 
good quarter. A rise in the production of field 
crops, horticultural products and animal products 
boosted activity. 

Read more here. 
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http://www.statssa.gov.za/?p=13401
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Infographic of the month
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Listen here for an overview of the results

https://soundcloud.com/statssa/mining-production-and-sales-april-2020-english
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Provincial snapshot

Apple production is 
concentrated here

Two Western Cape municipalities produce the 
bulk of our apples. Theewaterskloof was 
responsible for 40% of national production in 
2017. Witzenberg contributed 36%. 

This is according to data from the Census of 
Commercial Agriculture, released in March.

The third biggest producing municipality was Kou-
Kamma in Eastern Cape, responsible for 11% of 
national production.

Commercial farms in Western Cape were 
responsible for just over 781 000 tons of apples. 
Eastern Cape was the second biggest producer, 
followed by Free State. 

Interested to learn about other agricultural 
products? Bury yourself in these colourful fact 
sheets. The national report and media 
presentation are available here. 

Apple production by province in 2017, metric tons
National total = 907 132 metric tons
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http://www.statssa.gov.za/publications/Report-11-02-01/CoCA%202017%20Fact%20Sheets.pdf
http://www.statssa.gov.za/?page_id=1854&PPN=Report-11-02-01&SCH=7902
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Head Office
ISIbalo House, Koch Street
Salvokop, Pretoria
0002 

Private Bag X44
Pretoria 0001
South Africa

Main switchboard
Tel: +27 12 310 8911
User Information Services
Tel: +27 12 310 8600

Click          for contact details for 
provincial offices and subject 
experts.

E-mail: info@statssa.gov.za
Website: www.statssa.gov.za

Read more editions of Stats Biz here
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here.

Contact us
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http://www.statssa.gov.za/?page_id=505
http://www.statssa.gov.za/?page_id=6048
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