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What is seasonal adjustment? Why is it 

important? Stats SA breaks it down for you. 

(Click here to read more.)

Economic headlines

Seasonal adjustment in a nutshell

A year ago this month, Stats SA explored 

the role of small enterprises in the South 

African economy. (Click here to read more.)

Flashback: April 2016

Employment in the formal non-agricultural 

business sector was up in the fourth 

quarter of 2016. (Click here to read more.)

Employment rises, but only slightly

These striking charts show how non-

profit institutions (NPIs) in South Africa 

keep themselves afloat. (Click here to 

read more.)

How non-profit institutions survive

Click here to browse more headlines.
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PRIMARY SECTOR

SECONDARY SECTOR

TERTIARY SECTOR

MINING
Production

4,6% 
y/y in Feb

MANU-
FACTURING

ELECTRICITY

RETAIL TRADE

MOTOR TRADE

WHOLESALE TRADE

Production

3,6% 
y/y in Feb

Distribution

3,6% 
y/y in Feb

Sales

8,7% 
y/y in Feb

Sales

1,7% 
y/y in Feb

Sales

1,4% 
y/y in Feb

INFLATION

6,1% 
y/y in March

CPI

TERTIARY SECTOR

TOURIST  ACCOMMODATION

Click on          for each 
indicator to access 
the complete report.

The indicators shown 
here provide an 
indication of how 
various sectors of 
South Africa’s 
economy are 
performing. 

y/y = year-on-year.

FOOD & 
BEVERAGES

Income

1,2% 
y/y in Feb

3,6% 
y/y in Feb

Income

ABOUT

5,2% 
y/y in March

PPI
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Monthly economic indicators

0
4

. 2
0

1
7

http://www.statssa.gov.za/?page_id=1866&PPN=P2041&SCH=6215
http://www.statssa.gov.za/?page_id=1866&PPN=P2041&SCH=6215
http://www.statssa.gov.za/?page_id=1866&PPN=P3041.2&SCH=6204
http://www.statssa.gov.za/?page_id=1866&PPN=P3041.2&SCH=6204
http://www.statssa.gov.za/?page_id=1866&PPN=P4141&SCH=6202
http://www.statssa.gov.za/?page_id=1866&PPN=P4141&SCH=6202
http://www.statssa.gov.za/?page_id=1866&PPN=P6141.2&SCH=6207
http://www.statssa.gov.za/?page_id=1866&PPN=P6141.2&SCH=6207
http://www.statssa.gov.za/?page_id=1866&PPN=P6242.1&SCH=6205
http://www.statssa.gov.za/?page_id=1866&PPN=P6242.1&SCH=6205
http://www.statssa.gov.za/?page_id=1866&PPN=P6343.2&SCH=6208
http://www.statssa.gov.za/?page_id=1866&PPN=P6343.2&SCH=6208
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http://www.statssa.gov.za/?page_id=1866&PPN=P0142.1&SCH=6529
http://www.statssa.gov.za/?page_id=1866&PPN=P6420&SCH=6200
http://www.statssa.gov.za/?page_id=1866&PPN=P6420&SCH=6200
http://www.statssa.gov.za/?page_id=1866&PPN=P6410&SCH=6198
http://www.statssa.gov.za/?page_id=1866&PPN=P6410&SCH=6198
http://www.statssa.gov.za/?page_id=1866&PPN=P0141&SCH=6037
http://www.statssa.gov.za/?page_id=1866&PPN=P0141&SCH=6037
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Which industries drive your provincial economy?

The top four largest industries in each province are shown below. Notice how mining is the most dominant industry in Limpopo, Northern Cape, North 

West and Mpumalanga. Finance is the largest industry in South Africa and the dominant industry in Gauteng and Western Cape. Government is a 

dominant driver of economic activity in Eastern Cape and Free State. Click to page 5 in this edition of Stats Biz to see more on how provincial 

economies are structured, from 2015 data recently released by Stats SA.

25°45'38.1"S 
28°11'12.6"E
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Infographic of the month

The South African economy: 

1980 vs 2016

The South African economy was a different 

animal in 1980 compared with what we have 

today.

Manufacturing was the largest industry in 1980, 

contributing 22% to the South African economy. 

Notice how it’s fallen to fourth place in 2016.

Mining was the second most influential industry 

in 1980, falling to sixth place in 2016. 

Agriculture also slipped in ranking to fall from 

seventh to tenth place.

The most notable climber is finance, rising from 

fourth place in 1980 to become the largest 

industry in 2016. Government is not far behind, 

rising in the ranks to take second spot.

Read more here. Graphic created in ZingChart.
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http://www.statssa.gov.za/?p=9720
https://www.zingchart.com/


5

The South African economy: 

tertiary sector is king

The graphic on the left provides an idea of the size 

of the country’s three sectors and provincial 

economies.

Tertiary sector activities (blue), which are 

concentrated in Gauteng, KwaZulu-Natal and 

Western Cape, dominate the national economy. 

The same three provinces host the bulk of 

secondary sector activities (red), which include 

manufacturing, construction and utilities.

The primary sector (green) is the smallest 

nationally, but plays an important role in the 

economies of Mpumalanga, Limpopo and North 

West.

Read more on provincial gross domestic product 

(GDP) figures here.
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Head Office

ISIbalo House, Koch Street

Salvokop, Pretoria

0002 

Private Bag X44

Pretoria 0001

South Africa

Main switchboard

Tel: +27 12 310 8911

User Information Services

+27 12 310 8600

Click          for contact details for 

provincial offices and subject 

experts.

Email: info@statssa.gov.za

Website: www.statssa.gov.za

Stats SA

@StatsSA

Statistics South Africa app:

Read more editions of Stats Biz 

here
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here

Contact us
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http://www.statssa.gov.za/?page_id=505
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