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These fascinating maps show the extent of 

racial segregation in South Africa’s largest 

cities. (Click here to read more.)

Economic headlines: May 2016

How segregated is your city?

Stats SA extends its appreciation to everyone 

who opened their doors to fieldworkers during 

the Community Survey. (Click here to read 

more.)

Thank you, South Africa!

Recent data provide some insights into 

government spending on social grants. (Click 

here to read more.)

Facts you might not know about social grants

Despite worsening economic conditions, 

South Africans seem to be coping with their 

debt. (Click here to read more.)

Not such a deadbeat?

Click here to browse more headlines.
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PRIMARY SECTOR

SECONDARY SECTOR

TERTIARY SECTOR

MINING
Production

18,0% 
y/y in Mar

MANU-
FACTURING

ELECTRICITY

RETAIL TRADE

MOTOR TRADE

WHOLESALE TRADE

Production

2,0% 
y/y in Mar

Distribution

5,7% 
y/y in Mar

Sales

1,8% 
y/y in Mar

Sales

2,8% 
y/y in Mar

Sales

2,8% 
y/y in Mar

CONSUMER INFLATION

6,2% 
y/y in Apr

HEADLINE CPI

TERTIARY SECTOR

TOURIST  ACCOMMODATION

Click on          for each 
indicator to access 
the complete report.

The indicators shown 
here provide an 
indication of how 
various sectors of 
South Africa’s 
economy are 
performing.

y/y = year-on-year.

FOOD & 
BEVERAGES

Income

0,9% 
y/y in Mar

11,9% 
y/y in Mar

Income

ABOUT

Economic indicators: May 2016
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South Africa’s CPI reveals 

how volatile inflation hurts 

the poorest

The combined effect of the severe drought and 

the depreciation of the rand drove annual food 

inflation to 9,8% in March, its highest level in 

four years. Periods of high food inflation often 

spark an outpouring of concern over the impact 

on the poor.

Price data show that in times of high food 

inflation, the poor experience higher overall 

inflation than the average consumer.

However, the inverse is true during times of low 

food inflation. In these periods, food baskets of 

rural residents and the poorest quintile show 

markedly slower inflation than all other groups. 

Click here to read the complete article.
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Notice in the chart how quickly the average 

prices for fruit (the green line) and vegetables 

(the purple line) have climbed since October 

2015?

Data from the latest Consumer Price Index 

(CPI) release show how rising food prices are 

placing pressure on the pockets of ordinary 

consumers. The store prices of vegetables 

have risen, on average, by 23% over the last 

year, while the prices for fruit have risen by 

19,6%.

Click here to download the CPI release for 

April. 

Vegetable and fruit prices continue to climb
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Limpopo has experienced the sharpest rise in 

average food prices over the last year, 

according to a provincial breakdown of price 

data from the latest Consumer Price Index 

(CPI) release. Food prices in the province rose 

by 17% in April 2016 compared with April 

2015.

Over the same period, prices in KwaZulu-

Natal, Free State, Eastern Cape and 

Mpumalanga climbed at a faster rate than the 

national average of 13%.

Following the national trend, consumers in 

Limpopo have had to deal with rising prices for 

vegetables (up by 30% over the last year), fruit 

(up by 21%) and bread and cereals (up by 

23%).

Click here to access the download page for the 

April CPI release. 

Where are food prices rising the most?

0
5

. 2
0

1
6 CONTENTS

HEADLINES
ECONOMIC INDICATORS
FEATURE ARTICLE

INFOGRAPHIC OF THE MONTH
PROVINCIAL SNAPSHOT
CONTACT US

http://www.statssa.gov.za/?page_id=1854&PPN=P0141&SCH=6461


6
stats biz

The South Africa I know, the home I understand

Head Office

De Bruyn Park Building

170 Thabo Sehume Street

Pretoria 0002

Private Bag X44

Pretoria 0001

South Africa

Main switchboard

Tel: +27(12) 310 8911

User Information Services

+27(12) 310 8600

Click          for contact details for 

provincial offices and subject 

experts.

Email: info@statssa.gov.za

Website: www.statssa.gov.za

Stats SA

@StatsSA

Statistics South Africa app:

Read more editions of Stats Biz here

Contact us

here
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