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Foreword 

 

Survey Standards is a division within Statistics South Africa (Stats SA) responsible for 

coordination of development of standards for use in the organisation. The work of 

developing organisational standards is carried out by a Work Group (WG) consisting of 

members from the Survey Standards, National Accounts, Business Register, Household 

and Labour Statistics, Local Government and Human Capacity divisions of Stats SA as 

well as the Department of Social Development, South African Reserve Bank and Social 

Surveys Africa. These Work Group members are specific subject matter specialists and 

thus provide expert information regarding the subject matter, while Survey Standards staff 

members provide expertise regarding standards formulation and writing. All work groups 

operate on the principle of best practice.  

 

Stats SA standards are drafted in accordance with the Standards Development Life Cycle 

(SDLC) following the "Good Practice Methodology for standardisation in Stats SA", and 

approved by the Statistician - General as per recommendation by the Standards Approval 

Committee (SAC) of Stats SA.  

 

The standard will be reviewed periodically according to the review timetable as set by the 

Survey Standards division of Stats SA. 
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Preface 
 

The purpose of the South African Non-Profit Institutioni Classification (SANPIC) 

publication is to provide a national framework for the identification of non-profit institutions, 

and a basis for international non-profit classification comparability. 

 

SANPIC is based on the International Classification of Non-Profit Organizations - 2003 

(ICNPO) and will form the basis for all future non-profit classification work. SANPIC will 

also be revised as and when necessitated by local or international circumstances. 

 

Statistics South Africa (Stats SA) wishes to express its thanks to all those who directly or 

indirectly contributed to the completion of the SANPIC publication. 
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A. Introduction 

 

SANPIC serves as a systematic basis for the classification of data on Non-profit 

Institutions (NPI), obtained by, inter alia, the NPI database from the Department of Social 

Development (DSD), NPIs that are registered with the Companies and Intellectual 

Property Commission (CIPC) as Non-Profit Companies (NPC) according to Companies 

Act 71 of 2008. 

 

NPIs contained in this classification manual cover Non-Profit Institutions that are legal 

entities created by a process of law whose existence is recognised independently of the 

persons, corporations, or government units that establish, finance, control or manage 

them.  

 

The NPI should be not-for profit - this means that NPIs are organisations that do not exist 

primarily to generate profit, either directly or indirectly and that are not primarily guided by 

commercial goals and considerations. The NPI may accumulate surplus but any such 

surplus must be ploughed back into the basic mission of the NPI and not distributed 

between its members or owners. 

 

NPIs should also be self-governing – meaning that the NPI is able to control its own 

activities and is not under the effective control of any other entity. NPI should be non-

compulsory – meaning that NPIs membership and contributions of time and money are not 

required or enforced by law or otherwise made a condition of citizenship, as opposed to a 

condition of practising a chosen profession, the organisation can still be considered non-

compulsory. 

 

NPIs should be institutionally separate from government - meaning that the NPI is not part 

of the apparatus of government and does not exercise governmental authority in its own 

right. The NPI may receive significant financial support from government and it may have 

public officials on its board, however, it has sufficient discretion with regard to the 

management of both its production and its use of funds that it’s operating and financing 

activities cannot be fully integrated with government finances in practice1.  

 

Certain types of organisations are likely to occupy a grey area between the non-profit 

sector and either the corporations or government sectors. Some of those entities will 

properly belong within the non-profit sector for the purpose of satellite account, while 

others will not. Handbook on Non-Profit Institutions in the System of National Accounts 

(Handbook on NPI in the SNA) provides the guidelines to be applied to these types of 

organisations: 

– Cooperatives are autonomous associations of persons who volunteer to cooperate for 

their mutual social, economic and cultural benefit. A cooperative includes non-profit 

community and business that are owned and managed by the people who use its 

                                                 
1
 Source: Handbook on NPI in the SNA 
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services and/or by the people who work there. The basic principles of cooperatives 

include: 

– Democratic control, that is, one person, one vote; 

– Shared identity, that is members are both owners and customers, and 

– Orientation to provide services to members at costs. 

 

If the Articles of Association of a cooperative prevent it from distributing its profit, then it 

will be treated as an NPI, if it can distribute its profit to its members, then it is not an NPI; 

 

– Mutual societies: include such organisations as mutual savings banks, savings and 

loan associations, mutual insurance companies, sickness and burial funds. Mutual 

societies like cooperatives are organised by individuals seeking to improve their 

economic situation through a collective activity. They differ from cooperatives, 

however, in that they are mechanisms for sharing risk, either personal or property, 

through periodic contributions to a common fund. Normally the depositors in mutual 

societies formally control their operations. Because mutual societies operate in a 

commercial sphere, they fall in the financial corporations sector. Only if their Articles of 

Associations prevent them from distributing profits to their owners, then they are 

treated as NPIs; 

 

– Self-help groups: similar to both cooperatives and mutual societies in that individuals 

join to accomplish goals of mutual support that would be unattainable on an individual 

level. They differ from the above-mentioned in that they are not principally engaged in 

commercial activities. Therefore, self-help groups are treated as membership 

organisations and are included within the non-profit sector; 

 

– Social ventures: enterprises organised for the purpose of employing, training or 

otherwise assisting disadvantaged individuals (for e.g., handicapped, released 

prisoners, recovering addicts, or other long-term unemployed people) through the 

operation of business. This enterprise is considered an NPI unless it generates and 

distributes its surplus to owners;  

– Quasi-non-governmental organisations: are designed to function at arm’s length from 

government departments, thus avoiding direct political control. To the extent that they 

are truly self-governing entities, they are appropriately considered part of the non-profit 

sector, even if they exercise the limited authority delegated to them by government 

agencies; 

 

– University and hospitals: like other institutions, can be either NPIs, public institutions or 

for-profit cooperation. Differentiating NPI from public institutions is especially difficult 

since both may receive significant amounts of government support, either directly or 

indirectly, and even public institutions may have a significant degree of autonomy. The 

key, therefore, is whether the institution is clearly self-governing and not part of the 

government’s administrative system. Educational or health institutions that are NPIs 

will have their own self-perpetuating boards that can determine all facets of 

organisational operations, without approval by government officials, and that can 

cease their operations without the approval of government authorities; 
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– Indigenous or territorial groups: organised around either cultural or ethnic groupings or 

a particular geographic area, mainly with the purpose of improving the welfare of their 

members. The difficulty arises when such groups essentially operate as local 

governments, often making and enforcing their own laws. When that is the case, group 

would not meet the institutionally separate from government criterion and would fall 

outside the boundaries of the NPI. 

 

For the purpose of compiling the Non-Profit Institutions Satellite Account (NPISA) for 

South Africa, the basis for classification of NPIs will be the objectives of the institution. 

 

B. Main objectives 

 

The main objectives are: 

- To provide a framework for the development of national Non-Profit Institution 

Classifications. 

- To provide a framework for analysing Non-Profit Institution Classifications. 

- To take account of development and changes within the non-profit environment. 

- To provide sound non-profit institution statistics that can be comparable to those 

produced by other international agencies according to the ICNPO. 

 

C. International comparability 

 

This edition of the SANPIC was developed using a similar conceptual basis to that of the 

United Nation’s ICNPO. The ICNPO was developed in close collaboration between the 

John Hopkins University Centre for Civil Society studies and the Economic Statistics 

branch of the United Nations Statistics Division. 

 

The main aims of the SANPIC are to provide a basis for international comparisons of non- 

profit institution statistics between countries and to provide a conceptual model for the 

development of national Non-Profit Institution Classifications. 

 

Unlike ICNPO, “Research” was added as a sub-group under every group to be applicable 

to that specific group and not under Education and Social services only. 

Group 12 (Not elsewhere classified) was deleted and every group was given a Not 

elsewhere classified sub-group to assist with updating in the future. 

 

SANPIC 2013 consists of 11 groups, 51 sub groups and 106 unit groups. 
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Normative reference: 

The SANPIC 2013 must be used in conjunction with the ICNPO to ensure comparability of 

statistics. 

 

D. Classification structure 

 

The structure of the SANPIC comprises of the following levels: 

- Group 

- Subgroup 

- Unit-group 

 

Groups: 

- Denoted by a one-digit code 

- The broadest level of the classification 

- There are 11 groups 

 

Sub-groups: 

- Denoted by a two-digit code 

- Sub-divisions of the groups 

- There are 51 sub-groups 

 

Unit-groups: 

- Denoted by a three-digit code 

- Sub-divisions of the sub-groups 

- There are 106 unit-groups 

 

Descriptions: 

- Further description of sub-groups 



 

5 
 

E. Groups, sub-groups and unit-groups 
Group Sub-group Unit-groups 

1. Culture and recreation   

 11. Culture and arts  

  111. Historical, literacy and humanistic societies 

  112. Media and communications 

  113. Museums 

  114. Performing arts 

  115. Visual arts, architecture, ceramic art 

  116. Zoos and aquariums 

 12. Sports  

  120. Sports 

 13. Recreation, social and service clubs  

  131. Recreation and social clubs 

  132. Service clubs 

 14. Culture and recreation research  

  140. Culture and recreation research 

 19. N.e.c. in Culture and recreation  

  190. N.e.c. in Culture and recreation 

2. Education    

 21. Primary and secondary education  

  210. Primary and secondary Education  

 22. Higher education  

  220. Higher education 

 23. Other education  

  231. Adult/continuing education 

  232. Vocational/technical schools 

 24. Education research  

  240. Education research 

 29. N.e.c. in Education  

  290. N.e.c. in Education 

3. Health   

 31. Hospitals and rehabilitation  

  311. Hospitals 

  312. Rehabilitation 

 32. Nursing homes  

  320. Nursing homes 

 33. Mental health and crisis intervention  

  331. Crisis intervention 

  332. Mental health treatment 

  333. Psychiatric hospitals   

 34. Other health services  

  341. Emergency medical services 

  342. Health treatment, primarily outpatient 

  343. Public health and wellness education   

  344. Rehabilitative medical services   

 35. HIV and AIDS  

  351. HIV and AIDS Education 

  352. Care and support for people living with HIV/AIDS 



 

6 
 

Group Sub-group Unit-groups 

  353. Prevention of HIV and AIDS 

 36 Health research  

  360. Health research 

 39 N.e.c. in Health  

  390. N.e.c. in Health 

4. Social services   

 41. Social services  

  411. Family services 

  412. Child welfare and child services 

  413. Day care 

  414. Self-help and other personal social services  

  415. Services for the elderly 

  416. Services for the handicapped 

  417. Youth services and youth welfare 

  418. Services for the orphanage 

 42. Emergency and relief  

  421. Disaster/emergency prevention and control 

  422. Refugee assistance    

  423. Temporary shelters 

 43. Income support and maintenance  

  431. Income support and maintenance 

  432. Material assistance 

 44. Social services research  

  440. Social services research 

 49. N.e.c. in Social services  

  490. N.e.c. in Social services 

5. Environment   

 51. Environment  

  511. Environment beautification and open spaces   

  512. Natural resources conservation and protection   

  513. Pollution abatement and control   

 52. Animal protection  

  521. Animal protection and welfare   

  522. Veterinary services 

  523. Wildlife preservation and protection 

 53. Environment research  

  531. Animal research 

  532. Air pollution 

  533. Water pollution 

  534. Land use 

  535. Mineral  

  536. Biodiversity  

  537. Marine coastal 

  538. Forest conservation 

  539. Other environment research 

 59. N.e.c. in Environment  

  590. N.e.c. in Environment 

6. Development and   
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Group Sub-group Unit-groups 

housing 

 

61. Economic, social and community 

development  

  611. Community and neighbourhood organisations  

  612. Economic development 

  613. Social development 

 62. Housing  

  621. Housing associations       

  622. Housing assistance 

 63. Employment and training  

  631. Job training programs 

  632. Vocational counselling and guidance 

  633. Vocational rehabilitation and sheltered workshops 

 64. Development and housing research  

  640. Development and housing research 

 69. N.e.c. in Development and housing  

  690. N.e.c. in Development and housing 

7. Law, advocacy and 

politics   

 71. Civic and advocacy organisations  

  711. Advocacy organisations 

  712. Civic associations 

  713. Civil rights associations        

  714. Ethnic associations        

 72. Law and legal services  

  721. Consumer protection associations 

  722. Crime prevention and public policy 

  723. Legal services 

  724. Rehabilitation of offenders 

  725. Victim support 

 73. Political organisations  

  730. Political parties and organizations 

 74. Community policing  

  740. Community policing 

 75. Law, advocacy and politics research  

  750. Law, advocacy and politics research 

 79. N.e.c. in Law, advocacy and politics  

  790. N.e.c. in Law, advocacy and politics 

8. Philanthropic 

intermediaries and 

voluntarism promotion   

 

81. Philanthropic intermediaries and 

voluntarism promotion  

  811. Fund-raising organisations 

  812. Grant-making organisations 

  813. Voluntarism promotion and support      

 

82. Philanthropic intermediaries and 

voluntarism promotion research  

  821. Philanthropic intermediaries 

  822. Voluntarism promotion research 
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Group Sub-group Unit-groups 

 

89. N.e.c. in Philanthropic intermediaries 

and voluntarism promotion  

  

890. N.e.c. in Philanthropic intermediaries and 

voluntarism promotion 

9. International   

 91. International activities  

  911. Exchange/friendship/cultural programs 

  912. International disaster and relief organizations     

  913. International human rights and peace organizations    

  914. Development assistance associations 

 92. International research  

  920. International research 

 99. N.e.c. in International  

  990. N.e.c. in International 

10. Religion   

 

10 1. Religious Congregations and 

Associations  

  10 11. Associations of congregations   

  10 12. Congregations 

 10 2. Religion research  

  10 20. Religion research 

 10 9. N.e.c. in Religion  

  10 90. N.e.c. in Religion 

11. Business and 

professional 

associations, unions   

 11 1. Business associations  

  11 10. Business associations 

 11 2. Professional associations  

  11 20. Professional associations 

 11 3. Labour unions  

  11 30. Labour unions 

 

11 4. Business and professional 

associations, unions research  

  

11 40. Business and professional associations, unions 

research 

 

11 9. N.e.c. in Business and professional 

associations, unions  

  

11 90. N.e.c. in Business and professional associations, 

unions 
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F. Detail 

Group 1: Culture and recreation 

 

Non-profit activities in this group are classified into the following sub-groups: 

11 Culture and arts 

12 Sports 

13 Recreation social and service clubs 

14 Culture and recreation research 

19 N.e.c. in culture and recreation 

 

Sub-group 11: Culture and arts 

Non-profit activities in this sub-group are classified into the following unit-groups: 

111 Historical, literacy and humanistic societies 

112 Media and communications 

113 Museums 

114 Performing arts 

115 Visual arts, architecture, ceramic art 

116 Zoos and aquariums 

 

Unit-group 111  

Historical, literacy and humanistic societies 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

- Promotion and appreciation of the humanities 

- Preservation of historical and cultural artefacts 

- Commemoration of historical events 

- Historical societies 

- Poetry and literary societies 

- Language associations 

- Reading promotion 

- War memorials 

- Commemorative funds and associations 

- Traditional Affairs 
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Unit-group 112  

Media and communications 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

Production and dissemination of information and communication for example: 

- Radio and TV stations 

- Publishing of books 

- Journals 

- Newspapers 

- Newsletters 

- Film production 

- Libraries 

 

Unit-group 113 

Museums 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

General and specialised museums covering: 

- Art 

- History 

- Sciences 

- Technology 

- Culture 

 

Unit-group 114 

Performing arts 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

Performing arts centres, companies and associations include: 

- Theatres 

- Dance 

- Ballet 

- Opera 

- Orchestras 

- Chorals 

- Music ensembles 
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Unit-group 115 

Visual arts, architecture, ceramic art 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

Production, dissemination and display of visual arts and architecture include: 

- Sculpture 

- Photographic societies 

- Painting 

- Drawing 

- Design centres 

- Architectural associations 

 

Unit-group 116 

Zoos and aquariums 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

Provision of recreational facilities and services to individuals and communities: 

- Zoos 

- Aquariums 

 

Unit-group 117 

Traditional affairs 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

- Management of traditional affairs 

 

Sub-group 12: Sports 

Non-Profit activities in this sub-group are classified into the following unit-group: 

120 Sports 

 

Unit-group 120 

Sports 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

Provision of: 

- Amateur sport 
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- Training 

- Physical fitness 

- Sport competition services and events 

- Fitness and wellness centres 

 

Sub-group 13: Recreation social and service clubs 

Non-profit activities in this sub-group are classified into the following unit-groups: 

131 Recreation and social clubs 

132 Service clubs 

 

Unit-group 131 

Recreation and social clubs 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

Provision recreational facilities and services to individuals and communities, 

including: 

- Playground associations 

- Country clubs 

- Men’s and women’s clubs 

- Touring clubs 

- Leisure clubs 

 

Unit-group 132 

Service clubs 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

Membership organisations providing services to members and local communities, for 

example: 

- Lions 

- Zonta International 

- Rotary club 

- Kiwanis 

 

 



 

13 
 

Sub-group 14: Culture and recreation research 

Non-profit activities in this sub-group are classified into the following unit-groups: 

140 Culture and recreation research 

 

Unit-group 140 

Culture and recreation research 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

- Research with regards to culture and recreation activities 

 

Sub-group 19: N.e.c. in Culture and recreation 

Non-profit activities in this sub-group are classified into the following unit-groups: 

190 N.e.c. in Culture and recreation 

 

Unit-group 190 

N.e.c. in Culture and recreation 

 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

- Activities not classifiable in other unit-groups of Group 1: Culture and 

recreation 
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Group 2: Education and research 

 

Non-profit activities in this group are classified into the following sub-groups: 

21 Primary and secondary education 

22 Higher education 

23 Other education 

24 Education research 

29 N.e.c. in Education 

Sub-group 21: Primary and secondary education 

Non-profit activities in this sub-group are classified into the following unit-groups: 

210 Elementary, primary and secondary education 

 

Unit-group 210 

Primary and secondary education 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

Education at primary and secondary levels include: 

- Organisations excluding all day care organisations2 

 

Sub-group 22: Higher education 

Non-profit activities in this sub-group are classified into the following unit-groups: 

220 Higher education 

 

Unit-group 220 

Higher education 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

Higher learning, providing academic degrees includes: 

- Universities 

- Business management schools 

- Law schools  

- Medical schools 

                                                 
2
 For the purpose of compilation of the NPI Satellite account, all day-care centre activities will be excluded 

from this unit-group. Day-care will be classified under Social services in unit-group 412. 
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Sub-group 23: Other education 

Non-profit activities in this sub-group are classified into the following unit-groups: 

231 Adult / continuing education 

232 Vocational / technical schools 

 

Unit-group 231 

Adult / continuing Education 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

Institutions engaged in providing education and training in addition to the formal 

educational systems includes: 

- Schools of continuing studies 

- Correspondence schools 

- Night schools  

- Sponsored literacy and reading programmes 

 

Unit-group 232 

Vocational / technical schools 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

Technical and vocational training specifically geared towards gaining employment 

include: 

- Trade schools 

- Paralegal training 

- Secretarial schools 

 

Sub-group 24: Education research 

Non-profit activities in this sub-group are classified into the following unit-groups: 

240 Education research 

 

Unit-group 240 

Education research 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

Research included:  
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- Physical research 

- Life sciences research 

- Engineering research 

- Technology research 

- Social science research 

 

Sub-group 29: N.e.c. in Education 

Non-profit activities in this sub-group are classified into the following unit-groups: 

290 N.e.c. in Education 

 

Unit-group 290 

N.e.c. in Education 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

- Activities not classifiable in other unit-groups of Group 2: Education 
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Group 3: Health 

 

Non-profit activities in this group are classified into the following sub-groups: 

31 Hospitals and rehabilitation 

32 Nursing homes 

33 Mental health and crisis intervention 

34 Other health services 

35 HIV and AIDS 

36 Health research 

39 N.e.c. in Health 

 

Sub-group 31: Hospitals and rehabilitation 

Non-profit activities in this sub-group are classified into the following unit-groups: 

311 Hospitals 

312 Rehabilitation 

 

Unit-group 311 

Hospitals 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

- Primarily impatient medical care and treatment 

 

Unit-group 312 

Rehabilitation 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

Impatient health care and rehabilitative therapy to individuals suffering from physical 

impairments due to: 

- Injury 

- Genetic defect or disease and requiring extensive physiotherapy or similar 

forms of care 

 

Sub-group 32: Nursing homes 

Non-Profit activities in this sub-group are classified into the following unit-groups: 

320 Nursing homes 



 

18 
 

Unit-group 320 

Nursing homes 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

- Impatient convalescent care and residential care 

- Primary health-care services 

- Home for the frail elderly  

- Nursing homes for the severely handicapped 

 

Sub-group 33: Mental health and crisis intervention 

Non-profit activities in this sub-group are classified into the following unit-groups: 

331 Crisis intervention 

332 Mental health treatment 

333 Psychiatric hospitals 

 

Unit-group 331 

Crisis intervention 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

Outpatient services and counsel in acute mental health situations include: 

- Suicide prevention  

- Support to victims of assault and abuse 

 

Unit-group 332 

Mental health treatment 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

Outpatient treatment for: 

- Mentally ill patients 

- Community mental health centres and halfway homes 

 

Unit-group 333 

Psychiatric hospitals 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

Impatient care and treatment for: 
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- Mentally ill patients 

 

Sub-group 34: Other health services 

Non-Profit activities in this sub-group are classified into the following unit-groups: 

341 Emergency medical services 

342 Health treatment, primarily outpatient 

343 Public health and wellness education 

344 Rehabilitative medical services 

 

Unit-group 341 

Emergency medical services 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

Services to persons in need of immediate care include: 

- Ambulatory services 

- Paramedical emergency care 

- Shock / trauma programmes 

- Lifeline programmes 

- Ambulance services 

 

Unit-group 342 

Health treatment, primarily outpatient 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

Organisations that provide primarily outpatient health services include: 

- Health clinics 

- Vaccination centres 

 

Unit-group 343 

Public health and wellness education 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

Public health promotion and health education include: 

- Sanitation screening for potential health hazards 

- First aid training and services 
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- Family planning services 

 

Unit-group 344 

Rehabilitative medical services 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

Outpatient therapeutic care includes: 

- Nature care centres 

- Yoga clinics 

- Physical therapy centres 

 

Sub-group 35: HIV and AIDS 

Non-Profit activities in this sub-group are classified into the following unit-groups: 

351 HIV and AIDS education 

352 Care and support for people living with HIV/AIDS 

353 Prevention of HIV and AIDS 

 

Unit-group 351 

HIV and AIDS education 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

- Distribution of information relating to HIV and AIDS in order to educate people 

 

Unit-group 352 

Care and support for people living with HIV/AIDS 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

- Providing care and support for people living with HIV/AIDS  

 

Unit-group 353 

Prevention of HIV and AIDS 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

- Prevention of HIV infection 
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Sub-group 36: Health research 

Non-Profit activities in this sub-group are classified into the following unit-groups: 

360 Health research 

 

Unit-group 360 

Health research 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

- Research on specific diseases 

- Disorders or medical disciplines 

 

Sub-group 39: N.e.c. in Health 

Non-Profit activities in this sub-group are classified into the following unit-groups: 

390 N.e.c. in Health 

 

Unit-group 390 

N.e.c. in Health 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

- Activities not classifiable in other unit-groups of Group 3: Health 
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Group 4: Social services 

 

Non-profit activities in this group are classified into the following sub-groups: 

41 Social services 

42 Emergency and relief 

43 Income support and maintenance 

44 Social services research 

49 N.e.c. in Social services 

 

Sub-group 41: Social services 

Non-profit activities in this sub-group are classified into the following unit-groups: 

411 Family services 

412 Child welfare and child services 

413 Day care 

414 Self-help and other personal social services 

415 Services for the elderly 

416 Services for the handicapped 

417 Youth services and youth welfare 

418 Services for the orphanages 

 

Unit-group 411 

Family services 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

Services to families include: 

- Family life/parent education 

- Single parent agencies and services 

- Family violence shelters and services 

 

Unit-group 412 

Child welfare and child services 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 
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- Services to children 

- Adoption services 

- Child development centres 

- Foster care 

 

Unit-group 413 

Day care 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

- Infant-care centres and nurseries 

- Day care 

 

Unit-group 414 

Self-help and other personal social services 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

Programmes and services for self-help and personal development include: 

- Support groups 

- Personal counselling 

- Credit counselling 

- Money management services 

- Cooperatives working with drug addicts 

 

Unit-group 415 

Services for the elderly 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

Organisations providing geriatric care include: 

- In-home services 

- Homemaker services 

- Transport facilities 

- Recreation 

- Meal programmes 

- Other services geared towards senior citizens  
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Excluded: 

- Residential nursing homes 

 

Unit-group 416 

Services for the handicapped 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

Services for the handicapped include: 

- Homes 

- Transport facilities 

- Recreation and other specialised services 

Excluded: 

- Nursing homes 

 

Unit-group 417 

Youth services and youth welfare 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

Services to youth include: 

- Delinquency prevention services 

- Teen pregnancy prevention 

- Drop-out prevention 

- Youth centres and clubs 

- Job programmes for youth 

- YMCA, YWCA, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts and Big Brothers/Big Sisters 

 

Unit-group 418 

Services for the orphanage 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

Organisations providing geriatric care include: 

- Homemaker services 

- Transport facilities 

- Orphan care givers 

- Meal programmes 
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- Other services geared towards orphans  

 

Sub-group 42: Emergency and relief 

Non-Profit activities in this sub-group are classified into the following unit-groups: 

421 Disaster / emergency prevention and control 

422 Refugee assistance 

423 Temporary shelters 

 

Unit-group 421 

Disaster / emergency prevention and control 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

Organisations work to prevent, predict, control and alleviate the effects of disasters, 

to educate or otherwise prepare individuals to cope with the effects of disasters, or to 

provide relief to disaster victims and in include: 

- Volunteer fire departments 

- Life boat services 

 

Unit-group 422 

Refugee assistance 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

Organisations providing: 

- Food 

- Clothing 

- Shelter and services to refugees and immigrants 

 

Unit-group 423 

Temporary shelters 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

Organisations providing temporary shelters to the homeless include: 

- Travellers aid 

- Temporary housing 

Sub-group 43: Income and support maintenance 
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Non-Profit activities in this sub-group are classified into the following unit-groups: 

431 Income support and maintenance 

432 Material assistance 

 

Unit-group 431 

Income support and maintenance 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

Organisations providing cash assistance and other forms of direct services to 

persons unable to maintain a livelihood. 

- Burial funds 

 

Unit-group 432 

Material assistance 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

Organisations providing food, clothing, transport and other forms of assistance 

include: 

- Food banks 

- Clothing distribution centres 

 

Sub-group 44: Social services research 

Non-profit activities in this sub-group are classified into the following unit-groups: 

440 Social services research 

 

Unit-group 440 

Social services research 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

- Research with regards to social services 

 

Sub-group 49: N.e.c. in Social services 

Non-Profit activities in this sub-group are classified into the following unit-groups: 

490 N.e.c. in Social services 

Unit-group 490 
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N.e.c. in Social services 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

- Activities not classifiable in other unit-groups of Group 4: Social services 
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Group 5: Environment 

 

Non-profit activities in this group are classified into the following sub-groups: 

51 Environment  

52 Animal protection 

53 Environment research 

59 N.e.c. in Environment 

 

Sub-group 51: Environment 

Non-profit activities in this sub-group are classified into the following unit-groups: 

511 Environment beautification and open spaces 

512 Natural resources conservation and protection 

513 Pollution abatement and control 

 

Unit-group 511 

Environment beautification and open spaces 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

- Botanical gardens 

- Arboreta 

- Horticultural programmes  

- Landscape services 

- Organisations promoting anti-litter campaigns 

- Programmes to preserve the parks, green spaces and open spaces in urban 

or rural areas 

- City and highway beautification programmes 

 

Unit-group 512 

Natural resources conservation and protection 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

Conservation and preservation of natural resources include: 

- Land 

- Water 
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- Energy- and plant resources for the general use and enjoyment of the public 

 

Unit-group 513 

Pollution abatement and control 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

Organisations that promote: 

- Clean air 

- Clean water 

- Reducing and preventing noise pollution 

- Radiation control 

- Treatment of hazardous wastes and toxic substances 

- Solid waste management 

- Recycling programmes 

- Global warming 

 

Sub-group 52: Animal protection 

Non-profit activities in this sub-group are classified into the following unit-groups: 

521 Animal protection and welfare 

522 Veterinary services 

523 Wildlife preservation and protection 

524 Animal research 

 

Unit-group 521 

Animal protection and welfare 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

Animal protection and welfare services include: 

- Animal shelters 

- Humane societies 

 

Unit-group 522 

Veterinary services 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 
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Animal hospitals and services providing care to: 

- Farm animals 

- Household animals 

- Pets 

 

Unit-group 523 

Wildlife preservation and protection 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

Wildlife preservation and protection include: 

- Sanctuaries 

- Refuges 

 

Sub-group 53: Research 

Non-profit activities in this sub-group are classified into the following unit-groups: 

531 Animal research 

532 Air pollution 

533 Water pollution 

534 Land use 

535 Minerals 

536 Biodiversity 

537 Marine coastal 

538 Forest conservation 

539 Other research 

 

Unit-group 531 

Animal research 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

Research into the lifestyle and habitats of: 

- Cheetahs and other animals for the purpose of promoting their welfare 
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Unit-group 532 

Air pollution  

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

Research with regards to: 

- Air pollution and related kind of research 

 

Unit-group 533 

Water pollution  

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

Research with regards to: 

- Water pollution and related kind of research 

 

Unit-group 534 

Land use 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

Research with regards to: 

- Land use and related kind of research 

 

Unit-group 535 

Minerals 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

Research with regards to: 

- Mineral and related kind of research 

 

Unit-group 536 

Bio-diversity 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

Research with regards to: 

- Bio-diversity and related kind of research 
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Unit-group 537 

Marine-coastal 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

Research with regards to: 

- Marine-coastal and related kind of research 

 

Unit-group 538 

Forest-conservation 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

Research with regards to: 

- Forest conservation and related kind of research 

 

Unit-group 539 

Other environment research 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

Research with regards to: 

- Any other research not classifiable in the other unit-groups of environment 

research 

 

Sub-group 59: N.e.c. in Environment 

Non-Profit activities in this sub-group are classified into the following unit-groups: 

590 N.e.c. in Environment 

 

Unit-group 590 

N.e.c. in Environment 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

- Activities not classifiable in other unit-groups of Group 5: Environment 
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Group 6: Development and housing 

 

Non-Profit activities in this group are classified into the following sub-groups: 

61 Economic, social and community development 

62 Housing 

63 Employment and training 

64 Development and housing research 

69 N.e.c. in Development and housing 

 

Sub-group 61: Economic, social and community development 

Non-Profit activities in this sub-group are classified into the following unit-groups: 

611 Community and neighbourhood organisations 

612 Economic development 

613 Social development 

 

Unit-group 611 

Community and neighbourhood organisations 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

Organisations working towards improving the quality of life within communities or 

neighbourhoods include: 

- Squatters’ associations 

- Local development organisations 

- Non-profit community Cooperatives3 

 

Unit-group 612 

Economic development 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

Programmes and services to improve economic infrastructure and capacity include: 

- Building of infrastructure such as roads 

- Burial societies 

- Financial services such as credit and savings associations 

                                                 
3
 The kind of cooperatives described here will include  grass-roots community development kind of 

organizations 
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- Entrepreneurial programmes 

- Technical and managerial consulting 

- Rural development assistance 

 

Unit-group 613 

Social development 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

Organisations working towards improving the institutional infrastructure and capacity 

to: 

- Alleviate social problems 

- Improve general public well-being 

 

Sub-group 62: Housing 

Non-Profit activities in this sub-group are classified into the following unit-groups: 

621 Housing associations 

622 Housing assistance 

 

Unit-group 621 

Housing associations 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

- Development, construction, management, leasing, financing and rehabilitation 

of housing. 

 

Unit-group 622 

Housing assistance 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

Organisations providing: 

- Housing search 

- Legal services and related assistance 

 

Sub-group 63: Employment and training 

Non-Profit activities in this sub-group are classified into the following unit-groups: 
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631 Job training programs 

632 Vocational counselling and guidance 

633 Vocational rehabilitation and sheltered workshops 

 

Unit-group 631 

Job training programs 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

Organisations providing and supporting: 

- Apprenticeship programmes 

- Internships 

- On-the-job training and other training programmes 

 

Unit-group 632 

Vocational counselling and guidance 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

- Vocational training and guidance 

- Career counselling 

- Testing and related services 

 

Unit-group 633 

Vocational rehabilitation and sheltered workshops 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

- Organisations that promote self-sufficiency and income generation through job 

training and employment 

 

Sub-group 64: Development and housing research 

Non-Profit activities in this sub-group are classified into the following unit-groups: 

640 Development and housing research 

 

Unit-group 640 

Development and housing research 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 
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- Research with regards to development and housing activities 

 

Sub-group 69: N.e.c. in Development and housing 

Non-Profit activities in this sub-group are classified into the following unit-groups: 

690 N.e.c. in Development and housing 

 

Unit-group 690 

N.e.c. in Development and housing 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

- Activities not classifiable in other unit-groups of Group 6: Development and 

housing 
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Group 7: Law, advocacy and politics 

 

Non-profit activities in this group are classified into the following sub-groups: 

71 Civic and advocacy organisations 

72 Law and legal services 

73 Political organisations 

74 Community policing 

75 Law, advocacy and politics research 

79 N.e.c. in Law, advocacy and politics 

 

Sub-group 71: Civic and advocacy organisations 

Non-profit activities in this sub-group are classified into the following unit-groups: 

711 Advocacy organisations 

712 Civic associations 

713 Civil rights associations 

714 Ethnic associations 

 

Unit-group 711 

Advocacy organisations 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

Organisations that protect the rights and promote the interests of specific groups of 

people include: 

- Physically handicapped 

- Elderly 

- Children 

- Women 

 

Unit-group 712 

Civic associations 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

- Programmes and services to encourage and spread civic mindedness 

 



 

38 
 

Unit-group 713 

Civil rights associations 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

- Organisations that work to protect or preserve individual civil liberties and 

human rights 

 

Unit-group 714 

Ethnic associations 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

- Organisations that promote the interests of or provide services to members 

belonging to a specific ethnic heritage 

 

Sub-group 72: Law and legal services 

Non-profit activities in this sub-group are classified into the following unit-groups: 

721 Consumer protection associations 

722 Crime prevention and public policy 

723 Legal services 

724 Rehabilitation of offenders 

725 Victim support 

 

Unit-group 721 

Consumer protection associations 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

- Protection of consumer rights and the improvement of product control and 

quality 

 

Unit-group 722 

Crime prevention and public policy 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

- Crime prevention to promote safety and precautionary measures among 

citizens 
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Unit-group 723 

Legal services 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

- Legal services, advice and assistance in dispute resolution and court-related 

matters 

 

Unit-group 724 

Rehabilitation of offenders 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

Programmes and services to reintegrate offenders include 

- Halfway houses 

- Probation and parole programmes 

- Prison alternatives 

 

Unit-group 725 

Victim support 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

- Services, counsel and advice to victims of crime 

 

Sub-group 73: Political organisations 

Non-Profit activities in this sub-group are classified into the following unit-groups: 

730 Political parties and organisations 

 

Unit-group 730 

Political parties and organisations 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

Activities and services to support the placing of particular candidates into political 

office include: 

- Dissemination of information 

- Public relations 

- Political fund-raising 
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Sub-group 74: Community policing 

Non-Profit activities in this sub-group are classified into the following unit-groups: 

740 Community policing 

 

Unit-group 740 

Community policing 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

Activities and services to support prevention of crime in the community 

- Education and problem solving workshops 

- Joint police community sports and cultural activities 

- Anti-crime marches and patrols 

- Domestic violence 

- Human trafficking  

 

Sub-group 75: Law, advocacy and politics research 

Non-Profit activities in this sub-group are classified into the following unit-groups: 

750 Law, advocacy and politics research 

 

Unit-group 750 

Law, advocacy and politics research 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

Research with regards to law, advocacy and politics kind of activities 
 

Sub-group 79: N.e.c. in Law, advocacy and politics 

Non-profit activities in this sub-group are classified into the following unit-groups: 

790 N.e.c. in Law, advocacy and politics 

 

Unit-group 790 

N.e.c. in Law, advocacy and politics 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

- Activities not classifiable in other unit-groups of Group 7: Law, advocacy and 

politics 
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Group 8: Philanthropic intermediaries and voluntarism 

promotion 

 

Non-profit activities in this group are classified into the following sub-groups: 

81 Philanthropic intermediaries and voluntarism promotion 

82 Philanthropic intermediaries and voluntarism promotion research 

89 N.e.c. in Philanthropic intermediaries and voluntarism promotion 

 

Sub-group 81: Philanthropic intermediaries and voluntarism 

promotion 

Non-profit activities in this sub-group are classified into the following unit-groups: 

811 Fund-raising organisations 

812 Grant-making organisations 

813 Voluntarism promotion and support 

 

Unit-group 811 

Fund-raising organisations 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

Federated, collective fund-raising organisations include: 

- Lotteries 

 

Unit-group 812 

Grant-making organisations 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

Private foundations include: 

- Corporate foundations 

- Community foundations 

- Independent public-law foundations 

 

Unit-group 813 

Voluntarism promotion and support 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 
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- Organisations that recruit, train and place volunteers and promote 

volunteering 

 

Sub-group 82: Philanthropic intermediaries and voluntarism 

promotion research 

Non-profit activities in this sub-group are classified into the following unit-groups: 

820 Philanthropic intermediaries and voluntarism promotion research 

 

Unit-group 821 

Philanthropic intermediaries  

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

- Research with regards to philanthropic intermediaries  

 

Unit-group 822 

Voluntarism promotion research 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

- Research with regards to voluntarism promotion 

 

Sub-group 89: N.e.c. in Philanthropic intermediaries and 

voluntarism promotion  

Non-profit activities in this sub-group are classified into the following unit-groups: 

890 N.e.c. in Philanthropic intermediaries and voluntarism promotion 

 

Unit-group 890 

N.e.c. in Philanthropic intermediaries and voluntarism promotion 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

- Activities not classifiable in other unit-groups of Group 8: Philanthropic 

intermediaries and voluntarism promotion 
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Group 9: International 

 

Non-profit activities in this group are classified into the following sub-groups: 

91 International activities 

92 International research 

99 N.e.c. in International 

 

Sub-group 91: International activities 

Non-profit activities in this sub-group are classified into the following unit-groups: 

911 Exchange/friendship/cultural programs 

912 International disaster and relief organisations 

913 International human rights and peace organisations 

914 Development assistance associations 

 

Unit-group 911 

Exchange/friendship/cultural programs 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

- Programmes and services designed to encourage mutual respect and 

friendship internationally 

 

Unit-group 912 

International disaster and relief organisations 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

- Organisations that collect, channel and provide aid to other countries during 

times of disaster or emergency 

 

Unit-group 913 

International human-rights and peace organisations 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

- Organisations which promote and monitor human rights and peace 

internationally 
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Unit-group 914 

Development assistance associations 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

- Programmes and projects that promote social economic development abroad 

 

Sub-group 92: International research 

Non-profit activities in this sub-group are classified into the following unit-groups: 

920 International research 

 

Unit-group 920 

International research 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

- Research with regards to International kind of activities 

 

Sub-group 99: N.e.c. in International 

Non-profit activities in this sub-group are classified into the following unit-groups: 

990 N.e.c. in International 

 

Unit-group 990 

N.e.c. in International 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

- Activities not classifiable in other unit-groups of Group 9: International 
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Group 10: Religion 

 

Non-profit activities in this group are classified into the following sub-groups: 

10 1 Religious Congregations and Associations 

10 2 Religion research 

10 9 N.e.c. in Religion 

 

Sub-group 10 1: Religious Congregations and Associations 

Non-Profit activities in this sub-group are classified into the following unit-groups: 

10 11 Associations of congregations 

10 12 Congregations 

 

Unit-group 10 11 

Associations of congregations 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

- Associations and auxiliaries of religious congregations and organisations 

supporting and promoting religious beliefs, services and rituals 

 

Unit-group 10 12 

Congregations 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

Organisations promoting religious beliefs and administering religious services and 

rituals including: 

- Churches 

- Synagogues 

- Temples 

- Mosques 

- Shrines 

- Monasteries 

- Seminaries and similar organisations 
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Sub-group 10 2: Religion research 

Non-profit activities in this sub-group are classified into the following unit-groups: 

1020 Religion research 

 

Unit-group 10 20 

Religion research 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

- Research with regards to religion kind of activities 

- Theology 

 

Sub-group 10 9: N.e.c. in Religion 

Non-profit activities in this sub-group are classified into the following unit-groups: 

10 90 N.e.c. in Religion 

 

Unit-group 10 90 

N.e.c. in Religion 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

- Activities not classifiable in other unit-groups of Group 10: Religion 
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Group 11: Business and professional Associations, Unions 

 

Non-profit activities in this group are classified into the following sub-groups: 

11 1 Business associations 

11 2 Professional associations 

11 3 Labour unions 

11 4 Business and professional associations, unions research 

11 9 N.e.c. in Business and professional associations unions 

 

Sub-group 11 1: Business associations 

Non-profit activities in this sub-group are classified into the following unit-groups: 

11 10  Business associations 

 

Unit-group 11 11 

Business associations 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

Organisations that work to promote, regulate and safeguard the interest of special 

branches of business, including: 

- Manufacturers’ associations 

- Farmers’ associations 

- Bankers’ associations 

 

Sub-group 11 2: Professional associations 

Non-profit activities in this sub-group are classified into the following unit-groups: 

11 20  Professional associations 

 

Unit-group 11 20 

Professional associations 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

Organisations promoting, regulating and protecting professional interests, including: 

- Bar associations 

- Medical associations 
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Sub-group 11 3: Labour unions 

Non-profit activities in this sub-group are classified into the following unit-groups: 

11 30 Labour unions 

 

Unit-group 11 30 

Labour unions 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

- Organisations that promote, protect and regulate the rights and interests of 

employees 

 

Sub-group 11 4: Business and professional associations, unions 

research 

Non-profit activities in this sub-group are classified into the following unit-groups: 

11 40 Business and professional associations, unions research 

 

Unit-group 11 40 

Business and professional associations and unions research 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

- Research with regards to business and professional association and unions 

 

Sub-group 11 9: N.e.c. in Business and professional associations 

and unions 

Non-profit activities in this sub-group are classified into the following unit-groups: 

11 90  N.e.c. in Business and professional associations and unions 

 

Unit-group 11 90 

N.e.c. in Business and professional associations and unions 

Examples of Non-profit activities classified here: 

- Activities not classifiable in other unit-groups of Group 11: Business and 

professional associations and unions 

                                                 
i
 Non-Profit Organisations doesn't include burial societies, credit savings, cooperative (self-help groups not-

for profit) while Non-Profit Institutions does include them if they’re not sharing profit between members. 


