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Context: Statistics for Development 
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STAKEHOLDER PERSPECTIVE Context  Relevance  



Our Strategy for 2014-19 MTSF Period 

Our Vision: 
 

 

  

 

 

To lead and partner in statistical systems and products for 

evidence based decisions 

The South Africa I know, the home I understand 

Our Mission: 

 

 

  

 

 

What we want 
to achieve -  
strategic 
outcomes Informing a 

nation 

Trusted 

statistics 

Partners in 

statistics 

Capable 

organisation 

Statistical 

leadership 

Statistical production 
We will change 
our business 
processes 

Statistical coordination  

We will invest in 
Organisation 
environment 

People IT systems 



The USE of Statistics Today: 

Planning 
(baseline information for NDP) 

 

Monitoring & Evaluation 
(measuring development and impact) 

 

Policy Development 
(increasing rationale for making  

decisions for better policies) 
 

Decision-Making 
(decision making in government,  

subnational, business & the public) 
 

Increased knowledge, understanding and use by the leadership, citizens and state  

Outcome: Use of Evidence 



The Mandate of Government 2014-19 



 

1. Provision of training to develop human statistical capacity in departments; 

 

2. Verification of quality of data being produced by departments; 

 

3. Improving the scope and quality of information collected by departments; 

 

4. Standard definitions, classification and concepts; 

 

5. Develop capacity to analyse data relations to departments; 

 

6. Provide expertise in commissioning statistical activities; 

 

7. Provide expertise on developing M&E systems; 

 

8. Develop deeper analysis of cross-cutting issues 

Government’s Needs for Statistical Information 



Challenges Faced in   

Production of Official Statistics 

Challenge (and its progress to date …) 

The restoration of trust in official statistics 
 X 
Too few South Africans with a passion (or skill) for statistics 
 X 

The absence of sufficient discourse on methodology and 
outcomes 

 

X 

Being able to pace ourselves relative to our capacity 
X 



The National Development Plan: Vision 2030 



 

1. Too few people work 

 

2. Standard of education for most black learners is of poor quality 

 

3. Infrastructure is poorly located, under-maintained and insufficient to foster 

higher growth 

 

4. Spatial patterns exclude the poor from fruits of development 

 

5. The economy is overly and unsustainably resource intensive 

 

6. A widespread disease burden is compounded by a failing public health system 

 

7. Public services are uneven and of poor quality 

 

8. Corruption is wide spread 

 

9. South Africa remains a divided society 

NDP Diagnostic Report: 
Nine Challenges for South Africa 



Basic Education Accord of 2010 (New Growth Path) 
 
- Calls for full support of all constituencies of the efforts of the 

Minister of Basic education to improve school performance.  
- Through partnerships, these efforts include, but are not limited to, 

actions to improve access to textbooks, better teacher and learner 
development plans, improve infrastructure as well as curriculum 
review 

 
National Development Plan 2013 
 
- Until 2030, at least 450,000 learners a year must be prepared and 

eligible for tertiary education to meet skills demand of a growing 
economy 
 

 
 



Reflecting on the SA Education Crisis 



•    ? 
 

• 

A South African Crisis? 





Why Stats SA must get Involved 



Alignment of Legacy Projects to Stats  

SA’s Strategic Objectives & Outcomes 

invest in the learning and                          growth of the organisation 

Building a skilled and capable workforce 
to support an inclusive growth path 

Improvement of the quality of basic 
education 

Building capacity within Stats SA and 
the SANSS 

Improvement of statistical literacy at 
schools 



How W will Deliver in 2015/6 Work Programme  

Strategic Outcome: Statistical Leadership – investing in statistical capability & competence  
Strategic Priority: Skills Pipeline Strategy 

Statistical leadership 

Skills in SANSS 

Inside Stats SA 

Internship 

Tertiary 

Schools 

Community of 
practice & 

partnerships 

Government 

Private 
sector 

Universities 
Schools 

Communities 

Stats SA 

Student  support 

Partner with IoHL in 

SPECIFIC degree or 

study programmes 

Development, 

exposurethrough 

structured internship 

programmes 

Skills 
deployment 

Talent 
management 

Skills intake 
based on 

demand SVC 

Bursaries & 
Experential 

Learning 
within NSS 

ISIbalo 
School 

Programme 

Leadership 
deployment 

Teacher focus 

Learner focus 

Content focus 

Training for the 

Statistics Value chain 

Training for the 

Statistics system 

Training to lead the 

Statistics system 



Universities: 
Faculty staff 
and students 

Year 1 (2015): Readiness for Matric 2015 
 
Year 2 (2016): Readiness for Matric and Support to Grade 11 
 
Year 3 (2017): Readiness for Matric and Support to Grade 11, 10 
 
Year 4(2018): Readiness for Matric and Support to Grade 11, 10, 9 
 
Year 5 (2019): Readiness for Matric and Support to Grade 11, 10, 9, 6, 3 
 

• Summer Camp 
• Winter Camp  
• Saturday School 
• Resource Support 
• Career Development 
• University entrance 

Prep 
• Bursaries 

Universities 

Private Sector and  
Social Partners 

Government 
Teachers  

maths4stats coordinators 
And young 

statisticians/professionals 

Community 



Role of Facilitators 



KWAZULU-NATAL 

• Our Lady of the Rosary High (Ndwedwe) 

• Somashi High (Msinga) 

EASTERN CAPE 

• Molly Blackburn High (Uitenhage) 

• Masiphathisane High (Motherwell) 

LIMPOPO 

• Amogelang High (Burgersfort) 

• Lwaphungu High (Vhembe) 

GAUTENG 

Sekano-Ntoane High (Soweto) 

 

NORTHWEST 

Mamodibo High (Hammanskraal) 

Khanana High  (Orkney) 



Thank YOU!       

 

Siyabonga! 


