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Key findings for 2025

South Africa’s real GDP increased by 0,9% in 2025 compared with 2024. Al provinces recorded positive growth
rates. The provinces that recorded the largest growth rates were:

+ Western Cape (1,4%);

s Gauteng (1,1%); and

e Limpopo (1,0%).

The percentage contributions of provinces to South Africa’s GDP remained relatively stable between 2024 and 2025,
with small changes recorded in the following provinces:

e Gauteng (from 32,6% to 32,5%);

e Western Cape (from 14,3% to 14,2%);

e Limpopo (from 8,2% to 8,3%); and

e North West (from 6,4% to 6,5%) — see Figure 1.

Figure 1 — GDP growth rates and contribution by province, 2024 and 2025 (%)

% contribution to % contribution to i
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Over the period 2019-2025, provincial economies displayed mixed growth patterns, alternating between growth rates
above and below the national average — see Figure 2.

Figure 2 — GDP growth rates by province, 2019-2025 (%)
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In 2025, Gauteng remained the iargest province in terms of nominal GDP (contributing 32,5% to South Africa’'s GDP),
followed by KwaZulu-Natal (15,5%) and Western Cape (14,2%), while Northern Cape (2,7%) was the smallest.

The structure of the economy in each province differed:
o finance, real estate and business services was the largest contributor in Gauteng (29%), Western Cape
(28%), KwaZulu-Natal (19%) and Free State (18%);

o personal services was the largest contributor in Eastern Cape (24%) and Limpopo (23%}); and

e mining and quarrying was the largest contributor in Northern Cape (30%), North West (28%) and
Mpumalanga (18%) — see Figure 3.

Figure 3 — GDP contributions by province and largest industries in 2025 (%)
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Figure 4 shows the provincial contribution to industry value added in 2025:

o Thefinance, real estate and business services activities were mostly in Gauteng (43%), Western Cape (18%)
and KwaZulu-Natal (14%) ;

e The largest contributors to the personal services industry were Gauteng (21%), KwaZulu-Natal (20%},
Limpopo (13%) and Eastern Cape (13%)

o Gauteng (40%), KwaZulu-Natal (18%) and Western Cape (17%) were the largest contributors to the
manufacturing industry.

Figure 4 — Largest provincial contributions to industry value added at basic prices in 2025 (%)
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In October 2026, Statistics South Africa (Stats SA) completed a comprehensive
overhaul of its national accounts, which included rebasing of the gross
domestic product (GDP) and a benchmarking exercise. This resulted in an
upward revision of the size of the South African economy as well as changes
to the composition of both the supply and demand sides of economic activity.

Due to the changes at a national level, similar changes were needed at a
provincial level. Moreover, methodological improvements and new data
sources needed to be incorporated. The statistical release contains
benchmarked time series data. Please note that detailed tables, both in nominal
and real terms are available in a Microsoft Excel workbook on the Stats SA
website: https://www.statssa.qov.za/?page id=1854&PPN=P0441.2.

Provincial GDP estimates are important for the following reasons:

o There is a strong policy interest in economic growth in different parts of the
country as the base for provincial policy formulation and evaluation.

e Provinces are keen to understand how they stack up against their peers,
and how much they contribute to the national economic performance.

e Such information could help private investors to better assess where to
undertake investments.

e Inthe context of the budget allocation, provincial GDP estimates are used
as one of the indicators for equitable allocation of funds across South
African provinces.

The System of National Accounts (SNA) 2008 recommends benchmarking and
rebasing of national accounts after every five years. In line with this, Stats SA
in collaboration with the South African Reserve Bank (SARB) undertook the
benchmarking and rebasing exercise in 2026 to provide an integrated, coherent
set of economic statistics to inform users about the dynamics of the South
African economy. The revisions in the national accounts arising from the latest
benchmarking were largely a result of:
e achange of the base year (from 2015 to 2022) for the estimates at constant
prices;
¢ availability of new sources of information, including results of intermittent
structural industry surveys (previously called large sample surveys);
improvements in methodology; and
revisions and improvements in basic economic datasets as part of Stats
SA's improvement strategy.

-A top-down method was used to compile the provincial GDP estimates. The

methodology entails using provincial data (indicators) to estimate economic
activities across provinces. This entails distribution of industry totals from
supply and use tables (SUTs) across provinces using provincial indicators as
distribution keys. Provincial indicators are derived from various sources. Data
gaps were filled through extrapolation and interpolation with available data. The
provincial estimates were balanced and adjusted to maintain consistency with
national totals.

A double deflation technique was used to compile estimates at constant prices.
That is, output and intermediate consumption were deflated separately using
relevant price indices. This ensures greater coherence in the national accounts,
where growth of real GDP from the éxpenditure side must equal growth of real
GDP from the production side.

Estimates of provincial GDP will be routinely revised as new data sources are
incorporated or existing data sources revised. Figures for 2023 to 2025 are
preliminary and subject to revision.
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The previously published data from 1995 to 2017 are not comparable with the
current provincial GDP estimates due to the benchmarking in 2026.

Detailed information on the compilation of the provincial GDP estimates is
available in the National Accounts Sources and Methods document on the
Stats SA website: https://www.statssa.qov.za/publications/Report%2004-04-
04/Report%2004-04-042021.pdf

Where necessary, the figures in the tables have been rounded off to the nearest
digit shown. There may, therefore, be slight discrepancies between the sums
of the constituent items and the totals shown.

Telephone number: (012) 310 8520
Email: bokangvi@statssa.gov.za

Telephone number: (012) 406 3596
Email: robertmab@statssa.gov.za

Telephone number: (012) 310 8067
Email: membreym@statssa.gov.za
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General information

Stats SA publishes approximately 300 different statistical releases each year. It is not economically viable to produce
them in more than one of South Africa's 12 official languages. Since the releases are used extensively locally and by
international economic and social-scientific communities, Stats SA releases are published in English only.

Stats SA has copyright on this publication. Users may apply the information as they wish, provided that they
acknowledge Stats SA as the source of the basic data wherever they process, apply, utilise, publish or distribute the
data; and also that they specify that the relevant application and analysis (where applicable) result from their own
processing of the data.

Advance release calendar
An advance release calendar is disseminated on www.statssa.gov.za.
Stats SA products

A complete set of Stats SA publications is available at the Stats SA Library and the following libraries:
National Library of South Africa, Pretoria Division
National Library of South Africa, Cape Town Division
Natal Society Library, Pietermaritzburg

Library of Parliament, Cape Town

Bloemfontein Public Library

Johannesburg Public Library

Eastern Cape Library Services, Qonce

Central Regional Library, Polokwane

Central Reference Library, Mbombela

Central Reference Collection, Kimberley

Central Reference Library, Mmabatho

Stats SA also provides a subscription service.
Electronic services

A large range of data are available via online services. For more details about our electronic data services, contact
(012) 310 8600.

You can visit us on the internet at: www.statssa.gov.za.

Enquiries

User information services Telephone number: (012) 310 8600
Email address: inffo@statssa.gov.za

Orders/subscription services Telephone number; (012) 310 8619
Email address: millies@statssa.gov.za

Postal address Private Bag X44, Pretoria, 0001

Produced by Stats SA
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