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FOREWORD 

Statistics South Africa (Stats SA) has released a number of census thematic reports that form part of phase 2 

census dissemination products. This report on cultural dynamics is one of them, aimed at providing valuable 

insights on culture aspects measured in post democracy South African censuses including language, 

population group, religion and marriage. Indicators profiled provide insights on interaction of a number of 

cultural aspects in South African society in the last three decades and how such diversity promotes social 

cohesion. Findings on trends and patterns in spoken language over the period 1996-2022 indicate that IsiZulu 

remained the most spoken language (24,4%) followed by IsiXhosa (16,3%) and Afrikaans (10,6%). Provincial 

variations showed that IsiZulu was predominantly spoken in KwaZulu-Natal (80%), IsiXhosa (81,8%) in  

Eastern Cape, Sesotho (72,2%) in Free State, Setswana (72,8%) in North West, Sepedi (55,6%) in Limpopo, 

and Afrikaans (54,6%) in Northern Cape. Language profiles in each of the six outlined provinces depict 

dominant cultures from a language perspective. On the other hand, the three remaining provinces (Gauteng, 

Mpumalanga and Western Cape) depict existence of diverse cultures in spoken language, a key aspect of 

interaction at household and community level. It was also noted that provinces sharing international borders 

recorded higher proportions of households speaking languages similar to those spoken in those neighbouring 

countries. Free State and Lesotho—Sesotho; North West and Botswana—Setswana; Mpumalanga and 

Eswatini, formerly known as Swaziland—Siswati). Such a profile of spoken languages depicts shared cultural 

practices beyond international borders within Southern African Development Community (SADC) region.  

 

Results on the language and population group cultural dimensions depicted variations across the different 

groups; about a third of black Africans spoke IsiZulu at home and one in five were IsiXhosa speakers in all four 

censuses. A majority of coloureds (more than 70%) were Afrikaans speakers, although a 10 percentage point 

decrease was observed between 1996 and 2022. Indians/Asians predominantly speak English, whilst the white 

population group mostly spoke Afrikaans (58,0%) and English (41,1%) in 2022. Findings also showed that the 

influence of language is evident on education outcomes. The results showed that English speakers 

consistently recorded the highest progression ratios from Grade 9 to completing Grade 12, and progression 

from Grade 12 to completing bachelor’s degrees. However, overtime, the gaps between different ethnic groups 

have and continue to narrow. 

 

Religion, another major component of culture that influences way of living and interaction at household and 

community level indicate that South Africa’s population is predominantly affiliated to Christianity. Persons not 

affiliated to any religion decreased significantly by 8,8 percentage points (from 11,7% in 1996 to 2,9% in 2022). 

Provincial variations showed that the highest proportions of persons affiliated to Hinduism were in  

Kwazulu-Natal in all the census data years (1996: 5,5%; 2001: 4,7% & 2022: 4,2%) whilst Western Cape 

recorded the highest proportions of persons affiliated to Islam. Results further showed that Traditional African 

Religion was more prevalent in three provinces; Kwazulu-Natal (13,5%), Eastern Cape (11%) and Limpopo 

(6.3%). Population group dynamics in religion affiliations showed that four out of every five black Africans, 

coloureds and whites were affiliated to Christianity and figures show an upward trend in the last three decades. 

Indians/Asians were more affiliated to Hinduism (37,1% in 2022), also, this population group constituted the 

highest proportion of persons affiliated to Islam (24,0%) in 2022. There has been significant increase in black 
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Africans affiliated to Traditional African religion (9,5% in 2022 compared to less than one percent in 1996 and 

2001). Sex variations also showed that women were generally less likely to be not affiliated to a religion 

compared to their male counterpart’s whist population group variations showed that whites were more likely to 

be not affiliated to any religion compared to black Africans.  

 

The chapter on influence of culture on nuptial trends and patterns revealed that dynamics of marriage in South 

Africa are shaped by a complex blend of diverse factors among others; population group/race, religion, 

language as proxy to ethnicity and to some extent place of birth. The sharp decline in marriage rates suggests 

a broader societal shift away from marriage. However, looking at population group dynamics, higher marriage 

rates were observed among white and Indian/Asian population groups as compared to black Africans and 

coloureds. The results on Singulate Mean Age at Marriage (SMAM) suggest that marriage patterns are partly 

influenced by one’s cultural background, hence the differences observed between South African born 

population and foreign born population. Findings showed that South African-born individuals have a higher 

SMAM than their foreign-born counterparts, with South African males marrying at an average age of 34,5 years 

in 2022, compared to 28,1 years for foreign-born males. South African females married at an average age of 

31,4 years, while foreign-born females married earlier at 20,5 years. Further analysis showed that foreign-born 

individuals were more likely to get married than South African-born individuals and foreign-born individuals 

were also less likely to be divorce or separate compared to those born in South Africa.  

 

 

 

 

Risenga Maluleke 
Statistician-General 
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Glossary of concepts 

Concept Definition 

Cohabitation A living arrangement in which an unmarried couple lives together in a long-term 
relationship that resembles a marriage 

Divorced Current marital status where a person’s marriage has been legally dissolved and 
he/she has not remarried 

Language For the purpose of this report, language refers to the language most often 
spoken in the household; it is derived from the census question “Which language 
does (name) speak most often in this household?” 

Living together as a 
couple 

Couples living together as though they are married whilst they are not  

Lobola (bride price) Lobola is a means of legitimising a union between a couple and their families. 
The process includes the negotiation of the amount of money or goods paid by 
the groom, or his family, to the parents of a woman he is about to marry  

Marital status Current personal status of an individual in relation to the marriage laws or 
customs of a country 

Multi-lingual 
households 

Multi-lingual households are defined as households with two or more members 
who each speak different a language in the household 

Multiculturalism “a reflection of a value system which emphasizes acceptance of behavioural 
differences deriving from differing cultural systems and an active support of the 
right of such differences to exist” 

Multiple religion 
households 

Households where all or some household members belong to different religions 

Multi-racial household For the purposes of this report, multi-racial households are defined as 
households with two or more members who are of different population groups 
(black African, white, coloured, Indian/Asian, and other) living together as one 
household 

No religion households Households where none of household members belong to a religious 
denomination 

Nuptiality The frequency, characteristics and dissolution of marriages in a population.  

Secular The separation of religious institutions from the institutions of state and no 
domination of the political sphere by religious institutions  

Separated Disunion of married persons, without conferring on the parties the right to 
remarry 

Single religion 
households 

Households where all household members belong to only one religion 

Singulate Mean Age at 
Marriage (SMAM)  

The average length of single life expressed in years among those who marry 
before age 50  

Ubuntu The capacity in African culture to express mutual caring, compassion, 
reciprocity, dignity, humanity and mutuality. Derived from the isiZulu maxim: 
Umuntu ngumuntu ngabantu, which can be translated as “a person is a person 
because of others” 
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CHAPTER 1: BACKGROUND 

 

1.1 Introduction 

 
South Africa, has, since the dawn of democracy, been affectionately referred to as the rainbow nation; a 

reference that underscores the diversity of the persons living within the borders of the country. South Africans 

are united by calling this country home, thus contributing to forming a heritage, identity and culture that is 

uniquely South African. The concept of culture is broad and has taken many forms and has evolved over time. 

Many have defined and conceptualised culture in recent times; De Rossi’s (2022) defined culture as " [it] 

encompasses religion, food, what we wear, how we wear it, our language, marriage, music, what we believe 

is right or wrong, how we sit at the table, how we greet visitors, how we behave with loved ones and a million 

other things."  

 
Data constraints limit our analysis in covering all or some of the components of culture as outlined in the above 

definition. Thus, for the purpose of this report components such as food, music, the clothes we wear, morals, 

mannerisms and etiquettes and other such elements of culture that cannot be measured quantitatively using 

census or sample survey data and will not form part of the analysis in this report. 

 
Cultural components that can be quantitatively measured using census and survey data in the South African 

context include language, religion, population group (race), household composition and nuptial patterns. 

Therefore, chapter two of this report will profile the language distribution in the country, including the 

distribution and trend analysis of both official and non-official languages between 1996 and 2022. Furthermore, 

a trend analysis of multi-lingual household will be presented. Chapter three focuses on the distribution of 

population by population groups and the racial composition of households and how this has evolved over time 

since 1996. 

 
The South African Constitution, hailed by many as one of the best in the world explicitly declares the right to 

freedom of conscience, religion, thought, belief and opinion to every person who lives in the country 

(Constitution of South Africa, 1996). Consequently, religion has been and remains a substantial component of 

South African culture. Generally, a very large part of the population incorporates religion when celebrating their 

cultures, be it at weddings, funerals, birthdays, initiation ceremonies and so forth (Hodgson, 2017). Thus, 

chapter four of this report will focus on the religious beliefs profile in the country and how it has transformed 

over the past three decades. 

 
Since the dawn of democracy in South Africa in 1994, persons of different cultural, racial and linguistic 

background have been able to socialise and get married, something that was not allowed during apartheid 

(Craig-Henderson, 2006). Furthermore, marriage in the South African context is viewed by some as a contract 

between two individuals while other see it as a communal practice, either way, marriage remains a big 

component of our cultural practices in the country (Brown and Thakur, 1997). Thus, chapter five of this report 

seeks to profile nuptial patterns in the country starting from 1996 to 2022. Singulate Mean Age at Marriage 

(SMAM), an indicator that highlights the age at which persons get married, will be profiled to underscore the 

changing nuptial practices across different racial groups, provinces, ethnic groups and other socio-economic 

indicators. 
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1.2 Report objectives 

 

This report forms part of a series of Census 2022 thematic reports aimed at providing insightful indicators on 

cultural diversity in South African society. The profiled information is instrumental in advancing awareness and 

promotion of social cohesion within South Africa. The specific objective of this report is to profile differentials, 

patterns and trends in South African cultural diversity using Census 1996-2022 data. 

 

1.3 Measures used in analysis 

 

1.3.1 Educational progression 

 

Time plot analysis of educational progression can serve as a valuable tool for understanding trends in 

educational attainment and guiding efforts to improve educational outcomes and promote social mobility in 

South Africa. 

 

Following the method proposed by Feeney1 (1995, 2009), the time at which a particular educational level was 

completed was calculated using the following procedure: 

 

Time=Censust (2022,275) – (agex +0,5)+agee 

 

In the formula, census represents the calendar time at which Census 2022 data collection begun; agex 

represents the age of persons completing a particular education level; and agee represents the age at which 

persons completed a particular educational level e.g. Grade 9. Even though there has been an improvement 

in the relationship between expected age and completion of key educational milestones, the historical average 

age at completion of key grades were also taken into consideration when determining the age to be used in 

the analysis. Hence age 26 years was used for completion of at least Grade 12 and age 35 for completion of 

at least a bachelor’s degree.  

 

The actual attainment ratios are calculated by using the number of individuals who attained a particular grade 

or qualification divided by the number who attained the previous qualification. For example, completing Grade 

12 after completing Grade 9 is calculated as follows: 

 

𝑅𝑎𝑡𝑖𝑜 𝐺𝑟𝑑12 − 𝐺𝑟𝑑9 =
𝑁𝑜. 𝑜𝑓 𝑙𝑒𝑎𝑟𝑛𝑒𝑟𝑠 𝑜𝑓 𝑎 𝑝𝑎𝑟𝑡𝑖𝑐𝑢𝑙𝑎𝑟 𝑎𝑔𝑒 𝑤ℎ𝑜 𝑐𝑜𝑚𝑝𝑙𝑒𝑡𝑒 𝑎𝑡 𝑙𝑒𝑎𝑠𝑡 𝐺𝑟𝑎𝑑𝑒 12

𝑁𝑢𝑚𝑏𝑒𝑟 𝑜𝑓 𝑙𝑒𝑎𝑟𝑛𝑒𝑟𝑠 𝑤ℎ𝑜 𝑐𝑜𝑚𝑝𝑙𝑒𝑡𝑒𝑑 𝑎𝑡 𝑙𝑒𝑎𝑠𝑡 𝐺𝑟𝑎𝑑𝑒 9
 

 

  

                                                             
1 Given a population, a class of events that may occur to members of a population, and a cohort of persons born to this populat ion at 

some time T. Q denotes the average number of events per person in the cohort, such as attainment of some educational level and the 
average age at which these events occur to members of the cohort. The latter are defined by a point in time such as Census 2001; such 
a point is used as the reference time. The horizontal axis represents the time at which members of the cohort reach age M. The best way 
to apply this method is by the use of large sample or census data in order to generate time plots from data collected at a point in time, 
with birth cohorts specified by age group (Feeney, 2009). 
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1.3.2 Singulate Mean Age at Marriage (SMAM) 

 

Singulate Mean Age at Marriage (SMAM) measures the average length of single life expressed in years among 

those who marry before the age of 50, calculated using the following formula:  

 

 

Where 𝑆𝑖 and 𝑆𝑗 are proportions of females who are single at ages (𝑖) and (𝑗) respectively 
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CHAPTER 2: LANGUAGE AND CULTURE IN SOUTH AFRICA 

 

2.1 Introduction 

 

Language is not just a critical part of culture but its existence is embedded in the very fabric of culture, it is 

socially inherent in the practices and beliefs that form our everyday lives (Sapir, 1970). Furthermore, Salzmann 

(1998) asserted that the fact that language is the cornerstone to the cultural history of any human society 

means that the relationship between language and culture can never be overstated. This assertion is further 

cemented by Wardhaugh’s (2002) sentiments, that “the structure of a language determines the way in which 

speakers of that language view the world and is extremely influential in predisposing speakers of a language 

toward adopting their world-view”. Thus, it is imperative to understand the South African language landscape 

in the context of culture. 

 

South Africa’s language profile is as diverse as its persons; it is one of the few countries in the world where a 

significant number of languages are constitutionally recognised as official languages. As of July 2023, sign 

language was officially promulgated as one of the official languages, taking the tally of official languages in the 

country to 12 (Parliament of RSA, 2023). Language remains one of the primary means of communication in 

human society, it helps in making sense and conceptualising the world we live in and forms relation with others 

(Potongwane, 2022). Furthermore, language is more than just a communication tool in a society, it is an 

expression of culture and identity; that is, one can deduce a person’s heritage, geographic region, socio-

economic status and other social and cultural attributes from their language and how they speak (Sokal and 

Bricmont, 1998).  

 

Language in this report refers to the language most often spoken in the household. Persons may, and generally 

speak different or other languages at their places of work and other settings, but it is necessary to note that 

the analysis is based on the language spoken at the household. Thus, the following chapter explores linguistic 

diversity as a proxy to cultural diversity in the country; firstly, we trace how the linguistic landscape has 

transformed in the last three decades in the country, provinces and the metropolitan municipalities. Secondly, 

we examine extent of non-official languages in the country, which underscores the migratory trends in recent 

years. Lastly, we focus on language diversity within households; looking at the distribution and trend analysis 

of multi-lingual households in the last three decades.  
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2.2 Trends, patterns and differentials in spoken languages 
 
2.2.1 Trends and patterns: 1996–2022 
 
Figure 2.1 below, shows the percentage distribution of languages most often spoken in the household in the country for all censuses conducted since 1996. The data 

indicates that IsiZulu remains the most spoken language in the country, a picture that hasn’t changed much in the past three decades. Results show that almost a 

quarter of the population (24,4%) in the country in 2022 spoke isiZulu, an increase from 22,8% in 1996. Zulus are one of the largest tribes in the country, famous for 

their traditional attires and dance. IsiZulu is one of the four Nguni languages spoken in the country, the others are IsiXhosa, SiSwati, and isiNdebele; certain phrases, 

words and pronunciations are common between these languages. Speakers of these can easily communicate with each other while speaking different languages.  

Figure 2.1 - Percentage distribution of population by language spoken in the household, Census 1996–2022 

 
Note: Sign language was not collected in Census 1996 and 2001 
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Figure 2.1 further indicates that IsiXhosa is and has, since 1996, been the second most spoken language in 

the country’s households. In 2022, 16,3% of the population in the country spoke the language, nevertheless, 

this was a 1,6 percentage points decrease compared to the 17,9% in 1996. IsiXhosa, as highlighted above, is 

one of the four Nguni languages. IsiXhosa speakers can mostly be found in Eastern Cape, as shall be seen in 

the next sub-section.  

 

Afrikaans, at 10,6% in 2022, was the third most spoken language in South Africa. However, a gradual decrease 

in the proportion of Afrikaans speakers has been observed since 1996 (from 14,5% to 10,6%) in 2022. 

Nevertheless, the largest decrease was recorded between the last two censuses, from 13,5% in 2011 to 10,6% 

in 2022. It is worth noting, however, that the actual number of Afrikaans speakers has increased between 1996 

and 2022 by more than 700 000 persons. Looking at “other” languages, the percentage share increased from 

0,6% in 1996 to 2,1% in 2022, showing a 1,5 percentage points increase.  

 

2.2.2 Provincial differentials 

 

One of the key policies of the apartheid regime was the creation of Bantustans, also known as homelands. 

These were areas reserved for the black majority, created along state designated ethnic groups (Phillips, 

2017). The concentration of specific ethnic groups and languages in specific geographical areas based on 

their Bantustans legacy in the past is evident to this day. Figure 2.2 presents variations in languages spoken 

in each of the nine provinces, which in turn defines cultural diversity in each of these provinces. Results 

generally reflect dominance of particular ethnic groups in a particular province. Four in five persons spoke 

IsiZulu and IsiXhosa in KwaZulu-Natal and Eastern Cape, respectively, in 2022. As highlighted above, Ciskei 

and Transkei are former homelands that were located at what is now known as Eastern Cape, while KwaZulu 

is now known as KwaZulu-Natal. Consequently, the state designated ethnic groupings used at the time to form 

the homelands are visible in the dominance of each language in these areas.  

 

Table 2.1 - Percentage distribution of population by language spoken in the household and province, 
Census 2022 

Language WC EC NC FS KZN NW GP MP LP SA 

Afrikaans 41,1  9,5  54,6  10,3  1,1  5,1  7,8  3,3  2,3  10,6  

English 22,1  4,9  2,1  1,6  14,3  1,1  9,1  1,5  1,0  8,7  

IsiNdebele 0,2  0,1  0,0  0,1  0,0  0,5  3,0  9,8  1,2  1,7  

IsiXhosa 31,4  81,8  4,6  5,6  3,1  4,7  6,7  1,0  0,2  16,3  

IsiZulu 0,4  0,3  0,3  3,8  80,0  1,6  23,2  27,9  0,6  24,4  

Sepedi 0,1  0,0  0,1  0,2  0,1  2,1  12,7  10,2  55,6  10,0  

Sesotho 1,0  2,4  1,1  72,2  0,6  5,8  13,1  2,2  0,8  7,8  

Setswana 0,1  0,0  35,7  5,3  0,0  72,8  10,3  1,6  1,3  8,3  

Sign language 0,01  0,01  0,01  0,02  0,01  0,03  0,02  0,02  0,01  0,01  

SiSwati 0,0  0,0  0,0  0,1  0,0  0,3  0,9  30,6  0,3  2,8  

Tshivenda 0,1  0,0  0,0  0,1  0,0  0,4  2,4  0,2  17,4  2,5  

Xitsonga 0,2  0,1  0,1  0,2  0,0  3,2  7,0  10,6  17,2  4,7  

Other 3,3  0,9  1,1  0,7  0,7  2,5  3,7  1,2  2,1  2,1  

Total 100,0  100,0  100,0  100,0  100,0  100,0  100,0  100,0  100,0  100,0  
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The findings on provincial variations are a reflection of cultural diversity depicted in each province. It is 

interesting to note that Gauteng attracts migrants from both within and outside South Africa is the only province 

with no single dominant language. Gauteng is smallest province in the country in terms of land area size but 

remains the largest by population size (Stats SA, 2024) and the most industrialised. The province is home to 

the largest first and second generation of migrants who initially came to the country when gold was discovered 

in the 19th century and later as a result of secondary and tertiary sectors’ opportunities (Khanyile, 2022). It is, 

therefore, not surprising that the province has the most diverse language profile as shown in Table 2.1 above. 

Results indicate that almost a quarter (23,2%) of the residents of the province spoke IsiZulu, while one in 10 

either spoke Sesotho (13,1%), Sepedi (12,7%) or Setswana (10,3%). The province was home to the largest 

proportion of person who communicated using non-official languages in the country at about 4%. The various 

languages spoken in this province is a reflection of cultural diversity.  

 

On the contrary, Eastern Cape and KwaZulu-Natal recorded one dominant language, accounting for more than 

80% of their population speaking IsiXhosa and IsiZulu respectively. The results further show that seven out of 

10 persons in the North West (72,8%) and Free State (72,2%) provinces spoke Setswana and Sesotho, 

respectively. Important to note is that Free State shares a border with our neighbouring country Lesotho, while 

North West shares a border with Botswana; which explains the dominance of these languages in these 

provinces. The results are a reflection of cultural interaction between cross border communities. Limpopo on 

the other hand reflected dominance of Sepedi speakers, constituting over half of the population (55,6%) 

followed by Tshivenda and Xitsonga speakers at 17%.  

 

Mpumalanga reflects a number of cultural identities depicted by a variety of languages spoken; SiSwati 

(30,6%), IsiZulu (27,9%), Xitsonga (10,6%) and Sepedi (10,2%) among others. Northern Cape (54,6%) and 

Western Cape (41,1%) depicts some similar cultural aspects in terms of common language spoken, which is 

Afrikaans. Furthermore, one in five persons (22,1%) in the Western Cape spoke English, the largest proportion 

in the country, followed by KwaZulu-Natal at 14,3%.  

 



STATISTICS SOUTH AFRICA 8 

Cultural Dynamics in South Africa (Report 03-01-84) 

2.2.3 Population group differentials  

 
Every society characterised by race is bound to have cultural distinctions including language spoken, which defines each race/population group heritage. South Africa 

is a multi-racial country, constituting mainly four population groups namely; black Africans, whites, coloureds and Indian/Asian. Table 2.2 below, shows variations in 

language most often by population group over the period 1996-2022.  

 
Table 2.2 - Percentage distribution of population by language spoken in the household and population group, Census 2022 

Language 

Black African Coloured Indian or Asian White Other Total 

1996 2001 2011 2022 1996 2001 2011 2022 1996 2001 2011 2022 1996 2001 2011 2022 2011 2022 1996 2001 2011 2022 

Afrikaans 0,7 0,7 1,5 0,5 82,1 79,4 75,8 72,6 1,5 1,7 4,6 0,7 58,6 59,1 60,7 58,0 15,2 22,2 14,4 13,4 13,5 10,6 

English 0,4 0,5 2,9 1,2 16,4 19,0 20,9 25,1 94,5 93,8 86,2 94,6 39,1 39,3 36,0 41,1 29,6 32,3 8,5 8,3 9,7 8,7 

IsiNdebele 1,9 2,0 2,6 2,1 0,1 0,0 0,2 0,0 0,0 0,3 0,8 0,1 0,1 0,1 0,2 0,0 2,1 0,6 1,5 1,6 2,1 1,7 

IsiXhosa 23,2 22,3 20,1 20,0 0,3 0,3 0,6 0,5 0,1 0,1 0,4 0,3 0,1 0,1 0,3 0,1 1,9 3,3 18,0 17,6 16,0 16,3 

IsiZulu 29,5 30,1 28,5 29,9 0,2 0,3 0,5 0,7 0,2 0,2 1,3 0,6 0,1 0,1 0,4 0,1 4,1 1,6 22,8 23,8 22,7 24,4 

Sepedi 11,9 11,9 11,4 12,2 0,1 0,1 0,1 0,2 0,0 0,0 0,2 0,2 0,0 0,0 0,1 0,1 0,6 0,3 9,2 9,4 9,0 10,0 

Sesotho 10,0 10,0 9,4 9,6 0,2 0,2 0,5 0,3 0,0 0,0 0,4 0,1 0,0 0,0 0,4 0,0 1,7 2,4 7,8 7,9 7,6 7,8 

Setswana 10,6 10,3 9,9 10,2 0,4 0,4 0,9 0,4 0,0 0,0 0,4 0,1 0,0 0,1 0,4 0,0 2,4 0,5 8,3 8,2 8,0 8,3 

Sign language 0,0 0,0 0,5 0,0 0,0 0,0 0,3 0,0 0,0 0,0 0,3 0,0 0,0 0,0 0,2 0,0 0,2 0,0 0,0 0,0 0,5 0,0 

SiSwati 3,2 3,4 3,2 3,5 0,0 0,1 0,1 0,1 0,0 0,0 0,1 0,1 0,0 0,0 0,1 0,0 0,5 0,2 2,5 2,7 2,5 2,8 

Tshivenda 2,8 2,9 3,0 3,0 0,0 0,0 0,1 0,0 0,0 0,0 0,1 0,0 0,0 0,0 0,1 0,0 0,5 0,2 2,2 2,3 2,4 2,5 

Xitsonga 5,6 5,6 5,6 5,7 0,0 0,0 0,0 0,1 0,0 0,0 0,2 0,1 0,0 0,0 0,1 0,0 3,8 1,2 4,4 4,4 4,5 4,7 

Other 0,3 0,3 1,5 2,2 0,2 0,2 0,1 0,1 3,7 3,8 5,1 3,2 1,9 1,1 1,1 0,5 37,4 35,2 0,5 0,5 1,6 2,1 

Total 100,0 100,0 100,0 100,0 100,0 100,0 100,0 100,0 100,0 100,0 100,0 100,0 100,0 100,0 100,0 100,0 100,0 100,0 100,0 100,0 100,0 100,0 

Note: “Other” population group was not collected in Census 1996 and 2001 

 

The findings presented in Table 2.2 depict distinct variations in language spoken across the four population groups. Among black Africans, a variety of languages are 

spoken at home. In all four censuses, about a third of black African population speak IsiZulu (29,9%) and one in five was an IsiXhosa speaker. Looking at language 

profile of coloured population group, majority (more than 70%) were Afrikaans speakers, although a decrease of about 10 percentage points was recorded over the 

period 1996–2022. Indian/Asian population group on the other hand predominantly spoke English (94,6%) at home in 2022. The profile of white population group 

showed that two languages, English and Africans were the most commonly spoken languages among the group. English speakers constituted almost 60% and those 

who speak Afrikaans slightly increased from 39,1% in 1996 to 41,1%. Furthermore, the results indicated that over a third (35,2%) of those who identified as “other” 

population group spoke other non-official languages while another third (32,3%) spoke English and one in five was an Afrikaans speaker in 2022. 
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2.2.4 Metropolitan municipality differentials 

 

There are eight metropolitan areas in the country, located in five out of the nine provinces. Metropolitan areas are generally the economic hubs in their respective 

regions and tend to have a higher concentration of the population characterised by diverse cultural backgrounds compared to non-metropolitan areas. This section 

examines language dynamics of metropolitan areas in terms of the extent to which each conforms to the provincial variations highlighted in previous sections. It is 

noted that Buffalo City and Nelson Mandela Bay metropolitan areas both located in Eastern Cape showed IsiXhosa as the dominant spoken language (82,4% and 

59,5% respectively) whilst EThekwini metro in KwaZulu-Natal was dominated by IsiZulu (65,6%) speakers.  

 

Table 2.3 - Percentage distribution of population by language spoken in the household and Metropolitan Area, Census 2022 

Language Buffalo City 
City of Cape 

Town 
City of 

Ekurhuleni EThekwini 
City of 

Johannesburg Mangaung 
Nelson 

Mandela Bay 
City of 

Tshwane Non-Metros 

Afrikaans 5,3  26,1  7,3  0,8  3,8  10,8  24,7  12,1  10,6  

English 10,1  30,6  8,9  28,6  13,7  1,7  13,3  6,9  8,7  

IsiNdebele 0,1  0,2  1,7  0,1  3,6  0,1  0,1  5,0  1,7  

IsiXhosa 82,4  37,4  8,5  3,1  7,0  7,4  59,5  2,2  16,3  

IsiZulu 0,3  0,5  35,7  65,6  28,9  0,6  0,3  9,0  24,4  

Sepedi 0,0  0,1  12,3  0,0  7,9  0,2  0,0  24,4  10,0  

Sesotho 0,3  0,8  10,2  0,6  11,9  64,0  0,2  5,0  7,8  

Setswana 0,0  0,2  2,6  0,0  7,7  14,3  0,0  17,8  8,3  

Sign language 0,0  0,0  0,0  0,0  0,0  0,0  0,0  0,0  0,0  

SiSwati 0,0  0,0  1,2  0,0  0,6  0,1  0,0  1,3  2,8  

Tshivenda 0,0  0,1  1,7  0,0  3,5  0,0  0,0  2,5  2,5  

Xitsonga 0,1  0,2  6,7  0,0  7,4  0,1  0,1  9,2  4,7  

Other 1,3  3,8  3,3  1,1  4,0  0,7  1,6  4,5  2,1  

Total 100,0  100,0  100,0  100,0  100,0  100,0  100,0  100,0  100,0  

 

City of Cape Town, the only metro in Western Cape, had the largest proportion of both English (30,6%) and Afrikaans (26,1%) speakers across the metros. However, 

the proportion of Afrikaans speakers was far less than the 41,1% provincial average, implying that Afrikaans speakers were disproportionately spread across the 

province and not concentrated in the Cape Town area. Nonetheless, over a third (37,4%) of the city’s residents spoke IsiXhosa; this was 6,0% higher than the provincial 

average. Three out of five persons in Mangaung metro, which is located in Free State spoke Sesotho, this was hardly surprising given the fact that 72,2% of the 

population in the province spoke Sesotho, and that the province is one of three that shares a border with Lesotho. 
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2.3 Non-official languages spoken in South African households: Census 2022 

 

The advent of democracy in South Africa created noticeable shifts in migration flows from Southern African 

Development Community (SADC) countries. Equally, South Africa's (re)insertion into the global economy also 

brought new streams of migrants from outside the SADC region and new ethnic groups within. Consequently, 

traditional cultural norms have been reconfigured and caused cultural shifts in spoken languages.  

South Africa’s cultural dynamics are partly shaped by the region of Southern Africa and the rest of the world 

to some extent. South Africa shares international borders with six SADC countries (Namibia, Botswana, 

Zimbabwe, Eswatini-formerly known as Swaziland, Mozambique & Lesotho). It is interesting to note that there 

are a number of languages spoken both in South Africa and the these neighbouring countries. Language is 

thus one of the indicators that depict cultural mix and influences from neighbouring countries. In addition, the 

cultural landscape in South Africa has and continues to be shaped by Western and Eastern traditions.  

 

Figure 2.2 - Population by non-official languages spoken in the household, Census 2022 

 
 

 

The inclusion of additional languages in census questionnaire enables the country to analyse and understand 

contribution of migration in cultural landscape. diverse language profile and by extension to the cultural and 

identity of the persons. 

 

The pre-Census 2022 tests data, including the pilot census that was conducted in 2021 showed a significant 

number of persons who spoke Portuguese, Chichewa/Chewa/Nyanja/Chinyanja and Shona as their primary 

language of communication in their households. Hence a decision was taken to expand the list of languages 

from which respondents can chose over and above the 12 official languages and the Khoi, Nama and San 

languages. Table 2.2 presents the number of persons who spoke non-official languages in 2022.  
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The results indicate that more than 1,2 million persons in the country spoke non-official languages in their 

respective households in 2022. It is noted that over half a million (42,4%) were Shona speakers, one of the 

main languages spoken in Zimbabwe, over 160 000 spoke Chichewa/Chewa/Nyanja/Chinyanja, languages 

mainly spoken in Zambia and Malawi and over 95 000 spoke Portuguese, a language mainly spoken in 

Mozambique; although these languages are non-official, they form part of the South Africa’s culture and 

identity. Results are indicative of the role migration plays in cultural shifts as migrants settle and assimilate in 

destination country and communities. Existence of the above languages in South Africa can be attributed to 

migration flows within the SADC region and the rest of Africa in the last decades. The recent Migration Profile 

Report for South Africa indicated that Zimbabwe, Mozambique, Lesotho, Malawi, Namibia, Ethiopia and 

Nigeria were among the top ten sending countries  

 

Among the non-official languages asked in Census 2022 were the Khoi, Nama and San languages, some of 

the indigenous languages in South Africa. The findings indicate that just over 6 000 persons spoke Khoi, Nama 

and San languages in their respective households. These statistics partly are indicative of shifts in one of the 

indigenous cultures in the country.  
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The following sub-section examines variations in non-official languages at provincial level. Overall, data shows that 43,1% of persons who speak non-official languages 

were found in Gauteng. Furthermore, provincial variations as profiled in Table 2.4 below, showed that Khoisan languages were mainly spoken in Northern Cape with 

a percentage share of about 40% followed by Gauteng (14,7%) and Eastern Cape (11,8%). The dominance of Khoisan languages in Northern Cape is supported by 

vast literature on existence and settlement patterns of this indigenous group in South Africa. Important to note also is that Khoisan communities are found in countries 

sharing borders with Northern Cape being Namibia and Botswana. Also Du Plessis (2020) explained that Khoisan languages, which comprises mainly of three diverse 

group of languages of African origins that uses click phonemes, was spoken by San communities in parts of South Africa and neighbouring countries, including Namibia 

and Botswana.  

 

Table 2.4 - Population by non-official languages spoken in the household and province, Census 2022 

Province 

Khoi, Nama and 
San languages Shona 

Chichewa/Chewa/ 
Nyanja/Chinyanja Portuguese Other Total 

N % N % N % N % N % N % 

Western Cape 262  4,3 142 955 19,8 39 953 24,7 5 675 5,9 49 785 18,6 238 631 19,1 

Eastern Cape 721  11,8 33 601 4,7 3 868 2,4 1 147 1,2 25 389 9,5 64 725 5,2 

Northern Cape 2 429  39,7 5 508 0,8 734 0,5 1 036 1,1 4 220 1,6 13 926 1,1 

Free State 163  2,7 8 217 1,1 1 032 0,6 1 189 1,2 9 089 3,4 19 690 1,6 

KwaZulu-Natal 431  7,0 31 180 4,3 20 813 12,8 11 036 11,5 24 888 9,3 88 349 7,1 

North West 187  3,1 61 727 8,6 7 991 4,9 9 351 9,8 11 534 4,3 90 790 7,2 

Gauteng 900  14,7 305 029 42,3 81 235 50,1 51 927 54,3 101 265 37,8 540 356 43,1 

Mpumalanga 271  4,4 29 720 4,1 3 654 2,3 11 950 12,5 14 882 5,6 60 476 4,8 

Limpopo 761  12,4 103 187 14,3 2 766 1,7 2 303 2,4 26 673 10,0 135 690 10,8 

Total 6 124  100,0 721 124 100,0 162 047 100,0 95 613 100,0 267 725 100,0 1 252 633 100,0 

 

Although Census 2022 data show low numbers in terms of persons speaking Khoisan languages in the South Africa, the statistics should be interpreted with caution. 

It has been noted that indigenous populations and other minority groups such as persons with disabilities are amongst groups difficult to enumerate, thus introducing 

bias in population estimates of such groups. The challenge of under enumeration is thus not unique to South Africa and is associated with sparse and isolated 

settlement patterns among indigenous populations (UNPR revision 3). However, censuses remain a rich data source in providing insights and understanding of 

characteristics and cultural practices of indigenous population.  
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In an effort to preserve and revive these languages as an integral part of the South African cultural identity, plans are underway to include the Khoisan languages into 

the school curriculum. This was recently announced by President of the country during his address at the Reconciliation Day commemoration in December 2024 

(Khumalo, 2024). 

 

The results in Table 2.4 further revealed that variations in use of other languages such as Shona, Portuguese, and Chichewa in South African households was partly 

linked to economic opportunities; for example, it is noted that Gauteng and Western Cape which are the two provinces with most economic opportunities recorded 

higher percentage share of these languages. In provinces such as Limpopo and Mpumalanga, a higher percentage of Shona speakers in the former (14,3%) and 

Portuguese in the latter (12,5%) can only be explained by sharing borders with Zimbabwe and Mozambique respectively. These language dynamics imply to some 

extent the existence of cross border communities which forms part and parcel of culture in these respective provinces. 
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2.4 Multi-lingual households in South African: trend and patterns, Censuses 1996 and 2022 
 

Multi-lingual households in South African society is one of the key aspects of co-existence of different groups 

of persons including race and ethnic groups. It symbolises how different groups embrace one another by 

creating bonds and relationships that enable them to even share living space. Statistics on trends, levels and 

patterns of multilingualism at household level in South Africa, a country that was previously characterised by 

segregation based on race and ethnicity gives insights on cultural diversity, social cohesion and integration. 

Some researchers assert that the same manner in which language is regarded as a major part of any culture, 

multilingualism should be viewed as part of multiculturalism (Drobot, 2021). As such, multilingualism in this 

context should be viewed and understood not only as a communication tool, but also as an influence on cultural 

and traditional values (Cutler, 2005). Furthermore, a comprehension and understanding of multiple languages 

may lead to an increased awareness of cultural differences and communication context of various cultures of 

others not just one’s own (Drobot, 2021).  

 

South African scholars have conceded that there is no consensus when it comes to the definition of 

multilingualism, especially from the country’s perspective (Ndhlovu and Makalela, 2022). Nevertheless, few 

within the academic and policy spaces around the world have endeavoured to define this phenomenon 

(Mbirimi-Hugwe, 2024). The Language Policy of Higher Education in South Africa (2020) defined 

multilingualism as the effective use of a number of spoken languages by a person or a community. 

Furthermore, the European Commission (2007) came up with an expanded definition whereby the context into 

which the languages are used is incorporated; it defined multilingualism as an ability to regularly, on a day-to-

day basis communicate using more than one language by a group of individuals. For the purpose of this report, 

the latter definition is more appropriate, we define a multi-lingual household as two or more persons who stay 

together, share resources and use different languages, official or non-official, to communicate with each other 

in the household.  

 

Furthermore, multilingualism, as highlighted above, in this report does not necessarily refer to individuals who 

have full comprehension of multiple languages at a certain point in time, rather, it refers to a person who speaks 

one or more languages and can understand other languages spoken by other members of the household; i.e. 

persons who communicate effectively with each other using different languages in a household set up.  

 

It is a fact that South African languages, especially those that are of African origin are similar to a certain 

extent; for example, the Nguni sub-family of languages (IsiZulu, SiSwati, IsiXhosa and IsiNdebele) share 

certain words and phrases (Dube and Suleman, 2019), the same applies to Sesotho, Setswana and Sepedi. 

A limitation of this analysis is that it doesn’t specify the different languages spoken in the respective 

households, rather it looks at the main language spoken by individuals who make up a household of two or 

more persons; when these are different, such a household is considered to be multi-lingual. The following sub-

section examines the levels and trends of multilingualism in South African households. Thus, the provincial 

and household size profiles for all four post-1994 censuses were analysed.  
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2.4.1 Multi-lingual households: provincial trends and patterns, Census 1996 and 2022 

 

Figure 2.3 below presents the proportion of multi-lingual households by province for censuses 1996 and 2022. 

Nationally, results showed an upward trend on the proportion of multi-lingual households; in 1996, only 3.5% 

of the households in the country were multi-lingual, this increased to 9,4% in 2022.  

 

Figure 2.3 - Percentage of multi-lingual households by province, Census 1996 and 2022 

 
 

Provincially, a similar trend was observed, Gauteng and Western Cape recorded the largest proportions of 

multi-lingual households compared to other provinces. In Gauteng, the proportion of multi-lingual households 

increased from 7,0% in 1996 to 17,0% in 2022 while in Western Cape it creased from 3,9% to 10,5% in the 

same period. This further underscores the two provinces’ status as economic powerhouses and destinations 

of choice for migrants, both international and internal, and by extension signifies the very diverse culture of 

languages within the households in the provinces and the country at large. On the other hand, Eastern Cape 

and Limpopo recorded the lowest proportions of multi-lingual households on average in the same periods. 

 

2.5 Language and educational progression 

 

In this sub-section, educational progression indicator is profiled using language as a proxy for ethnic groups 

in the country. Using Time plot measure, valuable insights into trends and disparities in education attainment 

across various ethnic groups over time are shown in Figures 2.4 and 2.5.  
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Figure 2.4 - Proportions of persons who go on to complete Grade 12/matric after completing Grade 9 
by spoken language 

 
 

Results in Figure 2.4 above, shows the proportion of those who go on to complete Grade 12/matric after 

completing Grade 9 by spoken language groupings. It was observed that English speakers have consistently 

had the highest proportion of those who progress and complete secondary education in the country since the 

1960s; having English as the medium of instruction in the South African schooling system may be an added 

advantage for English speakers and possibly justify the higher progression ratios achieved. 

 

Furthermore, Afrikaans speakers had the second highest proportion of those who progressed to complete 

Grade 12/matric between the 1960s and the 2010s, wherein after they experienced a significant decrease 

compared to some African indigenous language speakers; a proportion of 0,68 of Afrikaans speakers 

completed Grade12/matric in 2022 compared to 0,72 in 1960. On the other hand, IsiXhosa speakers have 

consistently had the lowest proportions of those who completed Grade12/matric in the country compared to 

other language speakers, nevertheless, there has been a significant increase in the educational progression 

in the past decades; from 0,42 in 1960 to 0,61 in 2022.  
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Figure 2.5 - Proportions of persons who go on to complete a Bachelor’s degree after completing Grade 
12/matric by spoken language 

 
 

Results on Figure 2.5 above, show that English and Afrikaans speakers have had the highest proportion of 

those who go on to complete Bachelors’ degrees after completing Grade 12/matric since the early 1990s. In 

2022, 0,29 and 0,21 proportions of English and Afrikaans speakers, respectively, completed Bachelors’ 

degrees; this was much higher than the proportions of any other language speakers in the country with the 

closest being Tshivenda speakers at 0,12 This may be indicative of the fact that most universities in the country 

apply English as the medium of instruction, while some use both English and Afrikaans, which may offer an 

added advantage to the speakers of these languages who are predominantly white. The results reflect a clear 

inequality when it comes to educational achievement by spoken language.  

 

2.6 Summary of findings and discussion 

 

isiZulu remains the most spoken language in the country since 1996, one in every five persons in households 

spoke isiZulu. IsiXhosa and Afrikaans were the second and third most spoken languages, respectively; 

although the proportion of Afrikaans speakers decreased by 3,9 percentage points between 1996 and 2022. 

The number of Afrikaans speakers increased by more than 700 000 in the same period. Most of the provinces 

except Gauteng has one dominant spoken language, this is a result of the homelands legacy which grouped 

persons geographically along ethnic lineage. On the other hand, Gauteng as an economic hub reflects an 

increased migrant inflow and subsequently a diverse spoken language profile.  

 
Since the advent of democracy, the country has seen a gradual increase in the number of migrants from the 

SADC region, consequently, an increase in the number of non-official language speakers has been observed. 

Over 1,2 million persons spoke non-official languages in the country in 2022, more than half of these spoke 

Shona and more than 160 000 spoke Chichewa/Chewa/Nyanja/Chinyanja. Furthermore, over 6 000 persons 

indicated that they communicated using Khoi, Nama and San languages; a majority of which are in  

Northern Cape.  
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The findings show that number of multi-lingual households more than doubled over the period 1996-2022 (from 

3,5% in 1996 to 9,4% in 2022). Gauteng and the Western Cape, as the most urbanized provinces recorded 

the largest proportions of multi-lingual households in the country at 17,0% and 10,5%, respectively. 

 

It was further noted in terms of education attainment, English speakers recorded the highest percentage 

among persons that progressed to complete grade 12/matric after completing grade 9 (0,86), and persons that 

progressed to complete bachelor’s degree after completing grade 12/matric (0,29). The use of English as the 

medium of instruction in the schooling system seem to be an added advantage to English speakers. However, 

whilst we see narrowing gaps among persons of various ethnic groups over time that progressed to complete 

grade 12/matric after completing grade 9, disparities seem to continue among persons that progressed to 

complete bachelor’s degree after completing grade 12/matric. 
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CHAPTER 3: MULTI-RACIAL HOUSEHOLDS 

 

3.1 Introduction 

 

South Africa is a diverse country that takes pride in its multi-culturalism. While multi-culturalism is manifold 

across social, political and national contexts, in its simplest form it refers to the presence of diverse cultures 

within society (Arasaratnam, 2013). In this “age of democracy” the very act of living across racial boundaries 

embodies a host of cultural, ethnic, religious, political and demographic factors. The following chapter 

examines trends and patterns of multi-racial households in the country. The chapter profiles multi-racial 

households’, their composition and other household characteristics from censuses 2001, 2011 and 2022.  

 

Race is a poignant and controversial issue in South Africa, and has a long and painful history. Historically, 

race groups were prohibited to marry or have sexual relations with other races due to the laws introduced by 

the apartheid government. Laws such as the Prohibition of Mixed Marriages Act (no. 55 of 1949) was one of 

the apartheid legislation enacted that criminalised marriages between whites and non-whites including officers 

involved in performing such marriages. Another legislation in line with prohibition of relations across races was 

the amendment of Immorality Act of (5 of 1927) in 1950 (5 of 1950) which prohibited extramarital sex between 

persons of different races especially whites and non-whites. Such legislations played a role in creating distinct 

family and household relations. As a result, individuals could not easily form interracial relations leading to 

family and household formation due to fear of being prosecuted. 

 

Findings in the report provide some insights on racial integration using household composition and structure 

from census data. Despite the Constitution guaranteeing equal rights to all South Africans, regardless of race, 

ethnicity, or language, and freedom of association including marriages, gaps still exist, and these directly 

influence cultural aspects at individual and household level particularly interracial relations and household 

formation. In South African censuses, a household is defined as “group of persons who live together at least 

four nights a week, eat together and share resources, or a single person who lives alone” (StatsSA, 2023). In 

this report, multi-racial households are those households constituting persons from different population group, 

also known as racial group as per the definition of the household. How these living arrangements or types of 

households have changed overtime will be examined from census 2001, 2011 and 2022.  

 

Over the period 2001-2022, the number of households have grown as shown in Table 3.1 below. The 

proportion of households headed by coloured and Indian/Asians increased between 2001 and 2022, whilst 

those headed by white population group reflect a reverse (decrease from 12,6% in 2001 to 11,5% in 2022). 

Generally, household headship reflects population group dynamics in the country, that is, majority of 

households are headed by black Africans. This profile of household headship translates into different cultural 

practices within each household. Generally, the number of households in the country has increased over time. 

The proportion of households by population group of the head of household follow the same distribution as the 

population in the country; black African being constitute the largest number of household heads followed by 

whites, coloureds and Indian/Asians. 

 

https://www.thoughtco.com/when-did-apartheid-start-south-africa-43460


STATISTICS SOUTH AFRICA 20 

Cultural Dynamics in South Africa (Report 03-01-84) 

Table 3.1 - Households by population group of head of household: Censuses 2001—2022 

Population group 

Census 2001 Census 2011 Census 2022 

Numbers % Numbers % Numbers % 

Black African  8 625 050  77,0  11 360 319  78,6  13 563 385  76,1 

Coloured  888 036  7,9  1 056 048  7,3  1 588 703  8,9 

Indian/Asian  282 930  2,5  347 199  2,4  565 218  3,2 

White  1 409 689  12,6  1 606 428  11,1  2 058 249  11,5 

Other  -   -   79 642  0,6  53 224  0,3 

Total  11 205 705  100,0  14 449 636  100,0  17 828 778  100,0 

 

It is of interest to further explore cultural dynamics at household level by looking at multi-racial household level 

and how existence of such type of households is unfolding in the country, and its influence on culture shifts.  

 

3.2 Trends and patterns of multi-racial households in South Africa  

 

Section below describes on the patterns of multi-racial households and their living arrangements over time in 

South Africa. For the purposes of this report, multi-racial households are defined as households with two or 

more persons who are of different population groups (black African, white, coloured, Indian/Asian, and other) 

living together as one household. 

 

Figure 3.1 - Percentage distribution of single-race and multi-racial households in South Africa, Census 
2001–2022 

 
Note: This excludes unspecified and do not know 

 

Results presented in Figure 3.1 above, provide insights on extent of household structure shifts over the last 

two and a half decades in South Africa. Whilst a majority of households are single race households, there has 

been substantial and consistent upward trend in multi-racial households (1,3% in 2001 to 11,4% in 2022). 

Whilst multi-racial households need to be understood in terms of breakdown and relations within one 

household, these findings to a greater extent show that South Africans have begun to embrace each other 

regardless of their race. 
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The findings on provincial variations in household structure over the period 2001–2022 are presented in  

Table 3.2. Generally, most provinces depict a pattern similar to the national one, characterized mostly by single 

race households. Censuses 2001 and 2011, indicate that multi-racial households were more prevalent in the 

Northern Cape followed by Western Cape while Census 2022 shows a slightly different pattern; multi-racial 

households more prominent in Western Cape 17% followed by Gauteng with 14,6% and Northern Cape 10,6%. 

It is noted that Limpopo recorded the least prevalence with 0,3% in 2001 and 6,7% in 2022. 

 

Table 3.2 - Households by province and type, Censuses 2001, 2011 and 2022 

Province 

Census 2001 Census 2011 Census 2022 

Single-Race Multi-Racial Single-Race Multi-Racial Single-Race Multi-Racial 

Western Cape 97,9 2,1 97,2 2,8 83,0 17,0 

Eastern Cape 99,2 0,8 98,6 1,4 91,3 8,7 

Northern Cape 96,0 4,0 95,3 4,7 89,4 10,6 

Free State 98,7 1,3 98,6 1,4 92,3 7,7 

KwaZulu-Natal 98,9 1,1 98,3 1,7 89,8 10,2 

North West 99,4 0,6 98,8 1,2 92,7 7,3 

Gauteng 98,2 1,8 98,1 1,9 85,4 14,6 

Mpumalanga 99,3 0,7 99,1 0,9 91,9 8,1 

Limpopo 99,7 0,3 99,5 0,5 93,3 6,7 

South Africa 98,7 1,3 98,3 1,7 88,6 11,4 

Note: Excludes unspecified and do not knows. 

 

Additional analysis was done to understand contribution of metropolitan areas in explaining observed provincial 

variations in Census 2022. 

 

Map 3.1 - Multi-racial households by metropolitan areas 2022 
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Map 3.1 presents the distribution of multi-racial households by metropolitan areas of South Africa. Data from 

Census 2022 clearly shows that City of Johannesburg had the highest proportion (29,7%) of multi-racial 

households followed by City of Cape Town, with a quarter (24,5%) of households being multi-racial. 

Metropolitans with the least multi-racial households were Mangaung (1.4%) and Nelson Mandela Bay with 

1,6% compared to other metropolitan areas in South Africa. This result come as no surprise since the City of 

Johannesburg and the City of Cape Town are South Africa’s largest metropolitan areas by population size 

(StatsSA, 2024). 

 

3.3 Multi-racial households by settlement type 

 
Research has shown that change and modernity often begin in urban communities and later gets adopted in 

non-urban communities. Other influences such as internal and international migration, development, etc. also 

play out differently in urban settlements relative to non-urban settlements. 

 
Figure 3.2 - Multi-racial households by settlement type, Census 2001–2022 

 
Note: Excludes unspecified and do not knows 

 

Figure 3.2 looks at the distribution of multi-racial households by settlement type. Results show that multi-racial 

households were more prevalent in urban areas compared to non-urban areas and this was the case in all the 

three census years. Although multi-racial households are more prevalent in urban areas, non-urban areas 

experienced increase of about three percentage points in mixed race households (from 14,9% 2001 to 18,2% 

in 2022). Literature suggests that urban areas increase cultural diversity due to migration (Kihato, Massoumi, 

& Ruble, 2010; Huijsmans, Hartevel, van, & Lancee, 2021). The growth in diversity result in people learning to 

accommodate each other in terms of language, citizenship, ethnicity and race, class and wealth, and gender 

(Huijsmans, Hartevel, van, & Lancee, 2021). It is not surprising to observe large proportions of multi-racial 

households consistently dominant in urban areas. 

 

An increase in multi-racial households in non-urban areas in South Africa suggests that racial and ethnic 

diversity is no longer confined to big cities, it is also shows that South Africa has undergone social 

transformation including cultural shifts in living arrangements across the country.  
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3.4 Multi-racial households by sex of head of household, Census 2001–2022’ 

 

Living arrangements are crucial for policy makers because it affects the well-being of the population. 

Regardless of race, living arrangement is influenced by a number of factors, including culture, marital status, 

financial well-being, health status, family size, social services and support.  

 

Gender influences individual perceptions and behaviour in households and society. In addition, roles played 

by both genders (male and female) embody behavioural norms applied to them in society, and this affects their 

day to day behaviour and experiences (Pelletti, et al., 2022; Korabik, McElwain, & Chappell, 2008). Research 

indicates that socially constructed differences between males and females, tradition or cultural expectations 

and masculinity or femininity foster differences between male and female household headship (Korabik, 

McElwain, & Chappell, 2008). This sub-section provides descriptive statistics on changes over time in multi-

racial households’ composition and structure. 

 

Figure 3.3 - Multi-racial households by sex of head of the household and census year 

 
Note: This excludes unspecified and do not knows 

 

Examining the sex variations i.e. comparing the male heads of household to the female heads of households’ 

data shows fluctuating trends in the sex of household headship in South Africa for multi-racial households. 

Data in figure 3.3 above, further reveals that in 2001 there were more 57,4% female-headed multi-racial 

households in South Africa. While Census 2011, showed changes with males 69% heading multi-racial 

households and in the year 2022, 63,3% of multi-racial households were headed by females in South Africa. 

Census 2022 report showed that 49,6% of households in South Africa were female-headed (StatsSA, 2023). 

This finding can be attributable to a number of factors such as an increase in female-headed households, 

migration patterns, urbanization, marriage or divorce rates and the explosion in living alone male-headed 

households (Thornton, 2023). Further research into changes in headship patterns by sex in the country is 

necessary. 
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3.5 Multi-racial households by household size, Census 2001–2022 

 

Figure 3.4 - Multi-racial households by household size, Census 2001–2022 

 
Note: This excludes unspecified and do not knows 

 

Figure 3.4 above depict the distribution of multi-racial households by household size. Results indicate that 

there was a decline in household size of multi-racial households in South Africa from 2001, 2011 and 2022. It 

is noted that there was a significant increase in two and three member multi-racial households in 2022 

compared to 2001 and 2011. Furthermore, there was a sharp decrease in four, five and six or more member 

multi-racial households in 2022. In terms of living arrangements and culture in general, the South African 

society continue to adopt new ways of living including mixed race household formation, and this emerging 

social interaction patterns have impact on household size. Furthermore, the decline in household size among 

multi-racial households may be attributed to economic factors such as increased cost of living and other factors 

including low fertility. Studies have argued that the decline in family size is a result of high urbanization, 

industrialization, and educational expansion which are higher economic development (Tripathi, 2020; 

Bongaarts, 2001). Additionally, fertility trends are a significant component in explaining changes in household 

composition (Ref?). Research has shown that South Africa has been experiencing consistent declines in 

fertility for the past decades regardless of racial group, hence directly lowering average household size (Zulu 

& Sibanda, 2005; StatsSA, 2015; Mothelesi & Mhele, 2024; Ahuejere & Malisha, 2024). Furthermore, fertility 

trends are intertwined with trends in marriages and divorces. South Africa is known for its low marriage rates 

and high divorce rates regardless of race (StatsSA, 2023; Garenne, 2016).  
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3.6 Household composition of multi-racial households  

 

Figure 3.5 - Multi-racial households by household composition, Census 2001–2022 

 
 

Overall, there has been shifts in South African multi-racial households’ composition for the periods 2001–2022. 

In the year 2001, multi-racial households were mostly (45%) in complex households followed by nuclear 

households with 28,3%. The pattern changed in the year 2011 where higher proportions of multi -racial 

households were in nuclear households (42,2%) followed by extended households. Again in 2022, a shift is 

observed, multi-racial households were mostly in extended households followed by nuclear households. These 

trends do not show any predictable pattern throughout the years, which suggest that multi-racial households 

are not specifically found in certain types of household composition. These trends are completely different from 

the national trends and patterns. Due to the nature and purpose of this chapter, single households cannot be 

measured. Globally, studies have shown that there has been a decline in extended families while African 

countries show increasing trends (Mhizha, 2024). Evidence further states that in South Africa, after the end of 

apartheid, black African households composed of extended families, however, of recent, they are gravitating 

towards nuclear (StatsSA, 2024; Ziehl, 2002). Therefore, results noted on multi-racial households does not 

reflect the general picture of South African household composition.  

 

  

45,0

24,1

2,0

26,8

33,7

57,3

28,3

42,2 40,7

0,0

10,0

20,0

30,0

40,0

50,0

60,0

70,0

2 001 2011 2 022

P
e

rc
e

n
t

Complex Extended Nuclear



STATISTICS SOUTH AFRICA 26 

Cultural Dynamics in South Africa (Report 03-01-84) 

CHAPTER 4: PATTERNS AND TRENDS IN RELIGIOUS DENOMINATION 

 

4.1 Introduction  

 

Religion forms part of South Africa’s unique and vibrant cultural landscape. The South African Constitution is 

very explicit when it comes to the right to freedom of conscience, religion, thought, belief and opinion  

(SA Constitution, 1996). The right to religion therefore, gives South Africans opportunity to practice, follow and 

associate with any religious beliefs/affiliations of their choice, provided that they do not violate others’ rights 

and freedoms. A religious belief is defined as the attitude(s) toward a religion's central articles of faith. While 

all religions have prescribed beliefs, not all individuals who identify with that religion adopt all of those beliefs 

(Coertzen, 2008). South African society is characterized by diverse population of different descents; African, 

European, Asian, and indigenous influences, all which in turn influence one’s religious affiliation. Some of the 

common religions practiced range from African Traditional religion, Christianity, Islam, Hinduism to Judaism. 

While the country’s religion profile remains very diverse some people choose not associate with any religious 

beliefs. 

 

4.2 Global shifts in religious beliefs 

 

The world’s primary religions fall into two categories: Abrahamic religions, such as Christianity, Judaism, and 

Islam; and Indian religions, which include Hinduism, Buddhism, Sikhism, and others (Pew Research Centre: 

2012). Nevertheless, Christianity remains the widely followed religious belief in the world with more than two 

billion followers (Op Cit: 2012). In the Americas and in Europe religiousness as a whole, not just Christianity, 

has been on the decline in the past few decades as more individuals choose not associate with any religious 

beliefs (Byra & Crow, 2015). On the other hand, countries in Africa have seen a gradual increase in the number 

of people affiliating to Christianity, and the continent’s population has become predominantly Christians  

(Op Cit: 2012). Christianity is known to be on the rise in some parts of Asia, especially in China where a large 

number of people identify as Protestants, a denomination of Christianity (Byra & Crow, 2015). 

 

In South Africa, a number of cultural aspects including religion are believed to have been influenced and 

shaped by a number of factors including the country's history, colonialism, apartheid, and emerging social 

dynamics, attitudes and behaviour. This chapter explores trends and patterns in religious beliefs in the last 

three decades using census data. 

 

4.3 Trends in religious affiliation/belief  

 

According to Boston University’s 2020 World Religion Database, approximately 82 percent of South Africa’s 

population was affiliated to Christianity followed by Indigenous beliefs (7%), atheism or agnosticism (6%), and 

Hinduism (2,4%). Sunni Muslims constituted only 1.7 percent of the population while less than three percent 

of the Muslim population was Shia (Report on International Religious Freedom: 2023). Other religious groups 

included Jews, Buddhists, Sikhs, and those following Chinese religions (op cit: 2023).  

 



STATISTICS SOUTH AFRICA 27 

Cultural Dynamics in South Africa (Report 03-01-84) 

Figure 4.1 - Percentage distribution of population by religious denomination, Censuses 1996, 2001 and 
2022 

 
Source: Censuses 1996, 2001 and 2022 

 

The results presented in Figure 4.1 show that generally, South Africa’s population is predominantly affiliated 

to Christianity, and the percentage of persons affiliated to this religion increased from 75,9% in 1996 to 84,5% 

in 2022. However, it is also noted that persons affiliated to Traditional African Religion increased by almost 

eight percentage points (from 0,0% to 7,8% over the same period). Conversely, persons with no religion 

affiliation decreased by 8,8 percentage points, from 11,7% to 2,9%. Furthermore, the percentage share of 

persons affiliated to Islam (1,4% in 1996 to 1,6% in 2022) and Hinduism (1,4% in 1996 to 1,1% in 2022) slightly 

changed between 1996 and 2022. The proportion of those undetermined decreased from 9,4% in 1996 to 

1,9% in 2022, this may be attributed to improve data collection processes between censuses.  

 

4.3.1 Regional trends and patterns in religious affiliation 

  

In South Africa, there are distinct differences in the nine provinces, attributed to population settlement 

dynamics across the various ethnic groups, and this in turn explains differences in certain aspects of life 

including religious affiliation/belief. This sub-section profiles provincial variations in religious affiliation in the 

last three decades. 
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Table 4.1 - Percentage distribution of population by religious denomination and province, Censuses 1996, 2001 and 2022 

Province  

Religious affiliation/belief 

Total 
Census 

year Christianity Islam 
Traditional 

African Religion Hinduism 
Jewish Faith/ 

Hebrew Other beliefs 
No religious 

affiliation/belief Undetermined 

Western Cape 

1996 78,2 6,9 0,0 0,1 0,4 0,1 5,2 9,1 100,0 

2001 81,9 6,5 0,0 0,2 0,4 0,5 9,0 1,6 100,0 

2022 84,8 5,2 5,2 0,2 0,2 0,7 1,9 1,8 100,0 

Eastern Cape 

1996 82,7 0,3 0,0 0,1 0,1 0,0 8,9 7,8 100,0 

2001 86,8 0,3 0,1 0,1 0,1 0,5 10,6 1,4 100,0 

2022 85,4 0,6 11,0 0,1 0,0 0,2 1,3 1,3 100,0 

Northern Cape 

1996 87,2 0,4 0,0 0,0 0,0 0,1 2,0 10,3 100,0 

2001 95,1 0,5 0,4 0,1 0,0 0,5 2,5 0,9 100,0 

2022 94,3 0,7 0,6 0,0 0,0 0,1 0,3 3,9 100,0 

Free State 

1996 90,0 0,1 0,0 0,0 0,0 0,0 2,8 7,0 100,0 

2001 94,3 0,1 0,1 0,0 0,0 0,6 3,9 0,9 100,0 

2022 92,2 0,5 4,9 0,0 0,0 0,1 1,3 1,0 100,0 

KwaZulu-Natal 

1996 68,5 1,5 0,0 5,5 0,0 0,0 13,9 10,4 100,0 

2001 72,7 1,5 0,2 4,7 0,0 0,6 18,5 1,8 100,0 

2022 74,3 1,9 13,5 4,2 0,0 0,2 3,3 2,6 100,0 

North West 

1996 88,7 0,4 0,0 0,1 0,1 0,0 3,5 7,2 100,0 

2001 93,5 0,4 0,0 0,1 0,1 0,5 4,7 0,8 100,0 

2022 94,6 0,3 2,3 0,0 0,0 0,1 1,2 1,5 100,0 

Gauteng 

1996 74,0 1,4 0,0 0,7 0,5 0,1 12,2 11,2 100,0 

2001 76,7 1,6 0,1 0,8 0,5 0,9 17,9 1,5 100,0 

2022 85,1 1,6 6,0 0,7 0,1 0,3 4,0 2,2 100,0 

Mpumalanga 

1996 76,1 0,5 0,0 0,1 0,0 0,0 11,2 12,0 100,0 

2001 82,3 0,5 0,3 0,1 0,0 0,8 14,8 1,1 100,0 

2022 88,4 0,5 7,7 0,1 0,0 0,1 1,8 1,4 100,0 

Limpopo 

1996 64,0 0,1 0,2 0,0 0,0 0,0 27,9 7,7 100,0 

2001 67,8 0,2 1,4 0,0 0,0 0,3 29,4 0,9 100,0 

2022 86,2 0,5 6,3 0,0 0,0 0,1 5,1 1,8 100,0 

Source: Censuses 1996, 2001 and 2022 
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As seen in Table 4.1, there were distinct provincial variations in religious affiliation. Looking at KwaZulu-Natal Province, the findings indicate the highest proportions 

of persons affiliated to Hinduism in all census years, although there was a slight decrease (1996: 5,5%; 2001: 4,7% & 2022: 4,2%). In Census 2022, the province 

recorded the highest percentage share of persons affiliated to African Traditional religion (13,5%), whilst the percentage of persons not affiliated to any religion 

increased between Censuses 1996 (13,9%) and 2001 (18,5%) and decreased significantly in Census 2022 (3,3%). Limpopo province on the other hand used to have 

the highest percentage share of persons not affiliated to any religion in Censuses 1996 and 2001 (27,9% and 29,4%), however, there was a sharp decrease of  

24 percentage points between 2001 and 2022.  

The profile of Western Cape showed the highest percentage of persons affiliated to Islam religion despite a slight decrease across all census points (i.e. 6,9% in 1996, 

6,5% in 2001 and 5,2% in 2022). Eastern Cape province recorded the second highest percentage in persons affiliated to African Traditional religion in Census 2022 

(11%).  

Table 4.2 - Percentage distribution of population by religious denomination and population group, Censuses 1996, 2001 and 2022 

Population group Census year Christianity Islam 

Traditional 
African 
Religion Hinduism 

Jewish Faith/ 
Hebrew Other beliefs 

No religious 
affiliation/ 

belief Undetermined Total 

Black African 

1996 76,7 0,1 0,1 0 0 0 14,0 9 100,0 

2001 79,9 0,2 0,4 0 0 0,6 17,5 1,3 100,0 

2022 85,4 0,3 9,5 0 0 0,1 3,0 1,6 100,0 

Coloured 

1996 81,9 7 0 0,1 0 0 2,3 8,6 100,0 

2001 86,8 7,4 0 0,1 0 0,5 3,8 1,3 100,0 

2022 90,8 6,8 0,3 0,1 0 0,1 0,5 1,4 100,0 

Indian/Asian 

1996 19,0 22,8 0 49,9 0 0,1 1,3 6,9 100,0 

2001 24,4 24,6 0 47,3 0,1 0,4 2,2 0,9 100,0 

2022 33,0 24,0 0,2 37,1 0,1 0,9 0,9 3,8 100,0 

White 

1996 81,3 0,1 0 0 1,3 0,1 5,3 11,9 100,0 

2001 86,9 0,2 0 0,1 1,4 0,6 8,8 2,0 100,0 

2022 87,5 0,3 0,1 0,1 0,7 1,8 4,8 4,8 100,0 

Other 

1996 - - - - - - - - - 

2001 - - - - - - - - - 

2022 63,0 18,1 1,6 0,6 0,3 1,6 4,3 10,5 100,0 

Source: Censuses 1996, 2001 and 2022 
Note: Other population group not collected in 1996 and 2001 
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The findings presented in Table 4.2 showed that four out of every five persons from the black African, coloured and white population groups were affiliated to Christianity 

in the country and there has been upward trend in proportions of persons affiliated to this religion since 1996. The proportion of Indians/Asians who were affiliated to 

Christianity increased by 14 percentage points between 1996 and 2022 to 33%, however, the majority were affiliated to Hinduism (37,1%). It is noted that almost half 

of Indians/Asians persons were affiliated to Hinduism in the period 1996-2001, but there was a decrease of 9 percentage points between 2001 and 2022. It is also 

noted that the Indian/Asian population group recorded the highest proportion of persons affiliated to Islam in all census years. Results confirm great religious affiliation 

diversity among the Indians/Asians in the country. Population group variations further showed that black African population group recorded a significant increase in 

persons affiliated to Traditional African Religion (from 0,1% in 1996 to 9,5% in 2022. 
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4.3.2 Religious affiliation and selected socio-demographic characteristics 

 
More insights on differences in religious affiliations between males and females are profiled in this section 

using results on bivariate analysis. The relationship between religion and sex are multifaceted and vary greatly. 

The results in presented in Table 4.3 showed that six in ten males (61,3%) were not affiliated to any religion 

compared to females (38,7%).  

 
Furthermore, the results on population group variations showed that a majority of those not affiliated to any 

religion were black Africans (85,8%), followed by whites; however, this is a reflection of the distribution of the 

population by race in the country, i.e. black Africans are a majority. The profile of the population by age of 

those affiliated and those not affiliated to religion followed a similar distribution.  

 
Table 4.3 - Distribution of the population by religious affiliation status and socio-demographic 
characteristics, Census 2022 

 

Affiliated to religion Not affiliated to religion Total 

Number % Number % Number % 

Sex 

 Male 27 994 830 47,9 1 076 251 61,3 29 071 081 48,3 

 Female 30 430 224 52,1 678 045 38,7 31 108 269 51,7 

 Total 58 425 054 100,0 1 754 296 100,0 60 179 350 100,0 

Population group 

 Black African 47 674 479 81,9 1 490 671 85,5 49 165 150 82,0 

 Coloured 4 930 397 8,5 27 230 1,6 4 957 627 8,3 

 Indian/Asian 1 608 631 2,8 14 874 0,9 1 623 506 2,7 

 White 4 006 746 6,9 209 784 12,0 4 216 530 7,0 

 Total 58 220 253 100,0 1 742 560 100,0 59 962 813 100,0 

Age 

 0-14 15 606 654 26,7 353 839 20,2 15 960 493 26,5 

 15-34 20 219 478 34,6 703 788 40,1 20 923 266 34,8 

 35-64 18 819 908 32,2 603 806 34,4 19 423 714 32,3 

 65+ 3 779 014 6,5 92 863 5,3 3 871 877 6,4 

 Total 58 425 054 100,0 1 754 296 100,0 60 179 350 100,0 

Country of birth 

 SA-born 56 234 673 96,3 1 622 898 92,6 57 857 570 96,2 

 Foreign-born 2 141 777 3,7 128 768 7,4 2 270 545 3,8 

 Total 58 376 449 100,0 1 751 665 100,0 60 128 115 100,0 

Source: Census 2022 

 
Further analysis was done to gain insights on differences in religion affiliations by population group, sex, age, 

province using multivariate analyses (see Appendix G). In modern society, for example, the youth are expected 

to be less likely affiliated to any religion as more of them seem to be less interested in participating in certain 

cultural aspects. In terms of sex variations in religion affiliations, it is traditionally expected for females to have 

high odds of being affiliated to a particular religious denomination when compared to their male counterparts.  

 
The results on age and sex confirmed the expected patterns. It is noted that age matters when it comes to 

affiliation to any religious denomination. The adjusted odds ratios (AOR) for adults (0,92) depict that they were 

less likely to be not affiliated to a religious denomination compared to the youth. The results on sex variations 

showed that women were generally less likely to be not affiliated to a religion, depicted by odd ratio of 0,52. 

Looking at population group dynamics, with odds of 1.78, whites were more likely to be not affiliated to any 

religion compared to black Africans. On the contrary, coloureds (0,23 AOR) and Indians/Asians (0,24 AOR) 

were less likely to be not affiliated to a religious denomination compared to black Africans. 
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Looking at provincial variations, three out of eight provinces (Limpopo, Gauteng and KwaZulu-Natal) with 

AORs of 2.14, 1.50 and 1.45, respectively, indicate that persons in these provinces were more likely to be not 

affiliated to a religion when compared to the Western Cape. The rest of the provinces were less likely to be not 

affiliated to a religious denomination compared to the Western Cape. 

 

4.4 Religious affiliation/belief in households 

 
This sub-section examines the distribution of households whose members all belong to one religion, 

households where members are affiliated to different religions and households where no member is affiliated 

to any religious denomination. by sex and population group of the head of household. Results show that an 

overwhelming 93,1% of households in the country are single-religion households. 

 
Figure 4.2 - Distribution of households by religious affiliation and sex of head of household, Census 
2022 

 
Source: Census 2022 

 

The findings in Figure 4.2 showed that a higher proportion of female-headed households were affiliated to a 

single religion (94,5%) compared to male-headed households (91,8%). A similar pattern was found among 

households with multiple religions. Furthermore, it was observed that 5,1% of male-headed households were 

not affiliated to any religion compared to 2,3% of female-headed households. 
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Figure 4.3 - Distribution of households by religious affiliation and population group of head of 
household, Census 2022 

 
Source: Census 2022 

 

Figure 4.3 shows the distribution of households by religious affiliation and population group of the head of 

household. The results indicate that households headed by coloureds (96,5%) had the highest proportion 

associated to a single religion, followed by those headed by black Africans at 93,0%. Multiple religion 

households were mostly common among households headed by Indian/Asians (6,5%) and “other” population 

group (4,0%), which was higher than the 3,2% national average. Lastly, the results show that 6,1% of white-

headed households were not affiliated to any religion; Indian/Asian and coloured headed households had the 

lowest proportions of households not affiliated to any religion at 1,3% and 0,8%, respectively.  

 

Black
African

Coloured
Indian or

Asian
White Other Total

No religion 3,8 0,8 1,3 6,1 5,8 3,7

Multiple religion 3,2 2,8 6,5 2,5 4,0 3,2

Single religion 93,0 96,5 92,2 91,4 90,2 93,1

0,0

10,0

20,0

30,0

40,0

50,0

60,0

70,0

80,0

90,0

100,0

P
e

re
c
e

n
t



STATISTICS SOUTH AFRICA 34 

Cultural Dynamics in South Africa (Report 03-01-84) 

CHAPTER 5: CULTURE AND NUPTIALITY  

 

5.1 Introduction 

 

The cultural dynamics of marriage in South Africa are shaped by a complex blend of diverse ethnic traditions, 

religious practices, modern influences, and socio-economic factors. Over time, marriage in South Africa has 

evolved, blending traditional practices with modern influences and adapting to the changing notions of equality, 

individual rights and societal expectations.  

 

Marital status is a key question used in population censuses to understand changing patterns in marriage, 

cohabitation, divorce and separation. In South African censuses, this question is posed to persons 12 years 

and older. This chapter examines the trends in marital status using data from Census 1996, 2001, 2011 and 

2022 and analyses marital behaviour using the Singulate Mean at Marriage (SMAM) to determine the role of 

cultural factors in shaping the marital landscape in South Africa. 

 

5.2 Singulate Mean Age at Marriage (SMAM) measures 

 

The Singulate Mean Age at Marriage (SMAM) is an indirect demographic indicator representing the mean age 

at first marriage of those in a hypothetical cohort who will eventually marry by age 50 (Hajnal, 1953, cited in 

Faust, 2004). SMAM is derived from the average age at marriage from age-specific marital status distributions 

of a population rather than directly asking individuals (UN, 2013). The estimated average age at marriage 

provides us with valuable information about societal trends and cultural and religious behaviours related to 

marriage (Anukriti & Dasgupta, 2017).  

 

5.3 Overview of nuptiality trends from 1996–2022 

 

Nuptiality trends over time confirm that marriage is not only the choice of an individual but is shaped by societal 

norms, values, and expectations. As South African society evolves, through the impact of education, gender 

equality, economic challenges, and legal reforms, so too do the patterns of marriage and family formation. 

Understanding nuptiality trends provides insight into how cultural values are changing in a rapidly transforming 

society.  
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Figure 5.1 - Distribution of population 12 years and above by marital status, Census 1996–2022 

 
 

The trends on nuptiality from 1996 to 2022 in Figure 5.1 above, shows a clear decrease in the percentage of 

the legally married population from 35,6% in 1996 to 31,5% in 2001, 29,9% in 2011 and just less than one-

quarter (23,8%) in 2022. Conversely, those who never married increased, with the biggest increase from 54% 

in 2001 to 61,7% in 2022. Those that reported living together as a married couple or cohabiting increased from 

4,2% in 1996, 7,2% in 2001, and its highest of 9,2% in 2011.  

 

5.4 Population group and its influence on nuptiality patterns 

 

5.4.1 Trend analysis of persons who reported that they were never married 

 

The decision to remain unmarried in South Africa, like in many African countries, is influenced by the 

intersection of traditional cultural values and modern socio-economic factors. While marriage has historically 

been a central institution, trends in urbanisation, education, economic independence, and changing gender 

norms are gradually reshaping attitudes toward marriage. 

 

Recent studies on marriage patterns in South Africa reveal a clear trend towards decreasing proportions of 

married women and an increase in age at first marriage (Udjo, 2001; Budlender et al., 2004). Additionally, 

studies on family formation have pointed out that marriage for young African couples has become too 

financially onerous given the growing ‘commercialisation’ of lobola (bride price) and male unemployment in the 

post-apartheid period.  

 

These factors may act as a considerable constraint to marriage among African couples (Posel & Casale, 2009; 

Makiwane, 2004).  
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Despite these trends, remaining unmarried can still be stigmatised, especially for women. In some 

communities, there’s still a belief that women should be married to be seen as fully realised adults or to achieve 

social respectability. This stigma can be exacerbated by the pressure to have children within the confines of 

marriage. 

 

Figure 5.2 - Proportion of never-married persons 12 years and older by population group, Census 
1996–2022 

 
 

Figure 5.2 above, presents proportions of the never-married persons by population group for censuses 

conducted in 1996, 2001, 2011, and 2022. The overall trend indicates a 9,5 % increase in the proportion of 

persons who have never been married, from 52,8% in 1996 to 62,3% in 2022. The highest percentage, which 

is also above the national average, is observed among black Africans, with a noticeable increase of 10,2% 

from 57,8% in 1996 to 68,0% in 2022.  

 

The white population group has consistently had the lowest percentage of persons who have never been 

married, staying relatively stable between 25,5% and 28,4%. The coloured and Indian/Asian population groups 

show a steady trend with a slight decrease between 1996 and 2011, followed by an increase of 5,6% and 2,8% 

between 2011 and 2022, respectively. 

 

5.4.2 Trend analysis of the married population 

 

Udjo (1996) indicates that by comparison, marriage in Western cultures is a single event at a particular point 

in time, which is usually defined by a legal or religious ceremony, whereas in non-Western cultures, it can be 

a prolonged process. As a result, two parties in the process of marriage may classify themselves as either 

married or not, depending on their understanding of the stage they have reached in the process of marriage. 

This assertion, among other factors, is particularly important when comparing marriage across population 

groups. 
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0,0

10,0

20,0

30,0

40,0

50,0

60,0

70,0

80,0

P
e

rc
e

n
t



STATISTICS SOUTH AFRICA 37 

Cultural Dynamics in South Africa (Report 03-01-84) 

Figure 5.3 - Proportion of married persons 12 years and older by population group, Census 1996–2022 

 
 

 

Figure 5.3 above presents the proportions of married persons by population group for Census 1996 to Census 

2022. The overall trend shows a decline of 11,7% in marriage rates across all population groups, from 35,6% 

in 1996 to 23,9% in 2022, suggesting a broader societal shift away from marriage. 

 

Black Africans reflect a significant decrease of 11,8% of individuals who are married, followed by the coloured 

population at 7,4% over the same period. White and Indian/Asian population groups reflect smaller decreases 

in marriage rates, which suggests a more stable trend compared to the other population groups. This data 

indicates a general decline in marriage rates in South Africa over the past few decades, with variations across 

different racial groups. 

 

The odds ratio presented in the regression model results (see Appendix 2.1) indicates the likelihood of being 

married compared to being never married based on specific factors such as population group, sex, education, 

language, religion, or country of birth. An Adjusted Odds Ratio (AOR) greater than 1 suggests that the 

likelihood of being married increases for the given factor. A p-value less than 0,05 indicates statistical 

significance, meaning the association between marital status and the factor is unlikely to have occurred by 

chance (Frost, 2018). This confirms that Indian/Asians (AOR = 2,28) and whites (AOR = 4,60) are more likely 

to be married than their black African counterparts, whose AOR is 1,00. This suggests that race and ethnicity 

are significant predictors of marital status, with Indian/Asian and white groups exhibiting higher odds of 

marriage. 

 

  

Black African Coloured Indian or Asian White Total

1996 31,0 37,6 54,4 57,6 35,6

2001 26,8 35,9 53,3 55,5 31,5

2011 25,0 35,7 53,5 55,6 29,8

2022 19,2 30,2 48,5 54,8 23,9

0,0

10,0

20,0

30,0

40,0

50,0

60,0

P
e

rc
e

n
t



STATISTICS SOUTH AFRICA 38 

Cultural Dynamics in South Africa (Report 03-01-84) 

5.4.3 Trend analysis of persons living together as married partners 

 

In South Africa, cohabitation is a complex issue influenced by a variety of cultural, economic, and religious 

factors. While cohabitation without marriage is becoming more common, especially in urban settings, 

traditional values surrounding marriage still hold significant weight in certain communities where cohabitation 

is still frowned upon. Cohabitation may be viewed as preparation for marriage by some individuals, while others 

view it as an alternative to marriage. These may result from different factors that contribute to the delay of 

marriage and those that are regarded as constraints. Ultimately, attitudes toward cohabitation in South Africa 

continue to evolve, reflecting broader changes in social and cultural norms. 

 

Figure 5.4 - Proportion of persons 12 years and older living together as married partners by population 
group, Census 1996–2022 

 
 

Figure 5.4 above presents the proportions of persons 12 years and older living together as married partners 

by population group from Census 1996 to Census 2022. The overall trend shows a 3,3% increase in the rates 

of those living together as married partners, from 4,5% in 1996 to 7,8% in 2022, with a slight decrease in the 

later years (from 9,2% in 2011 to 7,8% in 2022). Black Africans reflect the highest increase of 3,2% in this 

category, rising from 4,9% in 1996 to 8,1% in 2022. The proportions for black Africans are slightly higher than 

the national average for all the censuses.  

 

The coloured population follows with an increase of 2,5% over the same period. The white population also 

show a steady increase of 2.4% over the same period. The Indian/Asian population group, on the other hand, 

show a gradual increase from 0,9% in 1996 to 3,2% in 2022, indicating a slower uptake of this living 

arrangement compared to other population groups. This data suggests that living together as unmarried 

partners has become more common over the years across all racial groups in South Africa, although the rates 

remain higher among black African and coloured groups compared to Indian/Asian and white groups. 
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5.4.4 Trend analysis of separated/divorced persons  

 

Census 1996 reflected the separated and the divorced as one variable while the other censuses showed them 

separately. The two variables were hence combined in the subsequent censuses for comparability purposes. 

However, caution should be taken when interpreting the results since not all separations will end in a divorce. 

 

Figure 5.5 - Proportion of divorced/separated persons 12 years and older by population group, Census 
1996–2022 

 
 

The results suggest that while the rate of separation/divorce is slightly increasing for some groups, especially 

among white individuals, it has generally remained low overall, with a slight decrease across the total 

population. The overall trend shows a slight decline in separation or divorce rates for the total population, from 

2,6% in 1996 to 2,1% in 2022. Black Africans have the lowest percentages of separation or divorce, with a 

slight decline over the years, from 2,0% in 1996 to 1,4% in 2022, and white individuals have the highest 

separation/divorce rates, which have risen from 5.5% in 1996 to 6.3% in 2022.  

 

Odd ratio results (see Appendix 2.3) show that coloureds (AOR = 1,73), Indian/Asians (AOR = 1,29) and 

whites (AOR = 1,50) are more likely to be divorced or separated compared to black Africans. 
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5.4.5 SMAM by sex and population group  

 

Table 5.1 - SMAM by sex and population group, Census 1996–2022 

Population group 

Census 1996 Census 2001 Census 2011 Census 2022 
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Black African 31,2 28,5 29,8 31,6 28,6 30,1 31,8 28,3 30,0 34,1 30,6 32,3 

Coloured 28,1 27,1 27,6 28,9 27,2 28,0 29,6 27,3 28,4 32,3 29,8 31,0 

Indian/Asian 26,7 23,5 25,1 27,5 24,4 26,0 28,5 25,4 27,0 31,2 28,1 29,7 

White 26,8 24,4 25,6 27,3 25,0 26,1 27,5 25,1 26,2 29,2 26,6 27,9 

South Africa 30,3 27,9 29,1 30,9 28,1 29,5 31,2 28,0 29,6 33,8 30,7 32,3 

 

Table 5.1 above, shows the SMAM for South Africa by sex and population group for the 1996, 2001, 2011 and 

2022 Censuses s. The results reflect that SMAM for males is generally higher than that of females in the 

country, indicating that female South Africans marry earlier than their male counterparts. SMAM for males at 

the national level has steadily increased from 30,3 years in 1996 to 33,8 years in 2022, while that of females 

increased from 27,9 years in 1996 to 30,7 years in 2022. Overall, the gap between male and female SMAM 

has increased over the years. This high and increasing pattern observed in the study is consistent with findings 

from early studies around family formation incidence in South Africa, such as Magagula (2009), Palamuleni 

(2010) and Udjo (1996).  

 

5.5 The role of education in nuptial patterns 

 

Kaufman et al. (2001) noted that marriage patterns may be changing because of opportunities such as 

education and employment that emerge for young women. Further evidence reveals that age at first marriage 

is rising in Southern African countries, leading to marriage delay. The delay has been characterised by female 

labour participation, women’s acquisition of formal education, urbanisation and the expense of marriage 

(Magagula, 2009; Udjo. 2010; & Palamuleni, 2010). 

 

The rise of economic independence, particularly for women, has shifted attitudes toward marriage. Women 

now have greater access to education and the workforce, which has empowered them to delay or reconsider 

marriage. This is confirmed by the odds ratio results (see Appendix 2.1), which shows those with higher 

education (tertiary education such as a degree, diploma, postgraduate studies, doctoral studies, etc.)  

(AOR = 0,83) are 17,1% less likely to be married as individuals with no schooling. 
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Table 5.2 - SMAM by sex and educational level, Census 1996–2022 

Educational level 

Census 1996 Census 2001 Census 2011 Census 2022 
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No schooling 30,9 27,2 28,9 31,3 27,1 29,0 31,0 26,3 28,7 32,1 28,3 30,4 

Some primary 30,9 27,3 29,1 31,2 27,1 29,3 31,9 26,5 29,6 34,1 29,4 32,3 

Completed primary 30,5 27,4 28,9 30,7 26,9 28,8 31,3 26,1 28,9 33,8 28,6 31,6 

Some secondary 30,6 28,3 29,4 31,0 28,1 29,6 31,6 27,9 29,8 34,3 30,2 32,3 

Grade 12 30,4 28,9 29,6 30,9 29,5 30,2 31,7 29,7 30,7 34,8 31,9 33,3 

Higher 28,4 26,9 27,7 29,6 28,0 28,8 30,2 27,8 29,1 32,9 30,8 31,8 

Total 30,3 27,9 29,1 30,7 28,0 29,3 31,2 28,0 29,6 34,0 30,8 32,4 

 

Table 5.2 above, indicates that the SMAM across all educational categories has generally increased from 1996 

to 2022 for both males and females. The increase is more pronounced for males than for females in all 

educational categories. The highest mean age at marriage for all census years is observed for those who 

completed Grade 12. This may suggest changing socio-economic factors such as increased participation in 

education, changing gender roles, and evolving career ambitions, as indicated in earlier studies on family 

formations (Magagula, 2009; Ahuejere, 2020). Those with higher education levels recorded the lowest mean 

age at marriage for the first two census years (1996 and 2001), while those with no schooling recorded the 

lowest mean age at marriage for the last two census years (2011 and 2022). 

 

5.6 Language and its impact on marital decisions  

 

Language is a significant marker of identity and culture, with each of South Africa's 12official languages 

reflecting the country's diverse cultural heritage. As culture and value systems are deeply embedded in 

language, different language groups may hold varying perspectives on marriage and its associated customs 

and traditions (Mutasa, 2015). Language not only shapes an individual's sense of self but also their 

relationships with others, which influences their attitude towards marriage (UN, 2018; Thomas & Maree, 2021). 

Whilst language will be used as a proxy for ethnicity, it is acknowledged that the use of language as a proxy 

for ethnicity is complex and that normative cultural differences exist among these groups (Botha, 2022).  
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Figure 5.6 - Dominant language spoken by population group, Census 2022 

 
 

In South Africa, the language spoken varies considerably by population group. Figure 5.6 above, shows that 

the overwhelming majority of the Indian/Asian population in the country reported speaking English in their 

households. Coloureds spoke Afrikaans most often (72,6%), with just over one-quarter (25,1%) speaking 

English. Majority of the white population (58%) spoke Afrikaans, and just over two-fifths (41,1%) spoke English. 

Three in ten (29,9%) of the black African population spoke mostly IsiZulu in their households, 20% isiXhosa, 

12,2% Sepedi, 10,2% Setswana and 9,6% Sesotho.  
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5.6.1 Marital status & language spoken in the household 

 

Figure 5.7 - Percentage of the legally married population 12 years and above by language spoken in 
the household, Census 2001, 2011 & 2022 

 
 

Figure 5.7 above, shows the proportion of the legally married population by the language spoken most often 

in the household, based on Census 2011 and 2022 data. Languages predominantly spoken by the white e 

(Afrikaans and English) and Indian/Asian population (English) tend to have the highest proportions of legally 

married individuals.  

 

Among the language groups with lower proportions of legally married individuals, the practice of lobola plays 

a central role in the marriage process. In many cases, lobola is considered the primary ritual in marriage, with 

civil registration of the marriage being optional. Particularly in rural areas, many marriages may not be formally 

registered but are still regarded as valid once lobola is paid. This cultural practice may contribute to the lower 

rates of legal marriages in these language groups. Additionally, the financial demands associated with lobola 

may hinder couples from formalising their marriages legally, leading to a decline in registered marriages 

(Togarasei & Chitando, 2021). Between 2011 and 2022, the proportion of legally married individuals decreased 

across all language groups, except for those in the "Other" language category, reflecting the global trend of 

declining marriage rates (Ortiz-Ospina & Roser, 2020).  

 

Appendix 2.1 confirms that English speakers (AOR = 1,28) are 27,4% more likely to be married as compared 

to speakers of Afrikaans, whilst IsiNdebele (AOR = 0,65), isiXhosa (AOR = 0,56) and isiZulu (AOR = 0,44) 

speakers were less likely than Afrikaans speakers to be married, all of which are statistically significant.  
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Figure 5.8 - Percentage of the divorced population 12 years and above by language spoken in the 
household, Census 2022 

 
 

In 2022, Afrikaans (26.4%) and English speaking individuals (26.2%) accounted for more than half (52,6%) of 

South Africa’s divorced population. This varied considerably to all other language groups, where the proportion 

of divorce ranged from 11,2% among IsiXhosa speakers to just 1% among SiSwati speakers. English and 

Afrikaans speakers may be more influenced by Western individualism, which tends to result in a wider 

acceptance of divorce, particularly when the marriage is considered unhealthy. In contrast, speakers of African 

languages often emphasise values such as community, togetherness, and ubuntu, which can make divorce 

less acceptable and more likely to be discouraged (Ngihbi & Ekechi, 2022). 
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5.6.2 Official and non-official languages 

 

Figure 5.9 - Percentage distribution of the population 12 years and above by language spoken (official 
& non-official) and marital status, Census 2022 

 

 

Significant differences are seen when comparing the marital status of South African-born individuals who 

speak an official language to those who speak a non-official language (see Figure 5.7 above). In 2022, over 

three-fifths (62,7%) of individuals who spoke a South African official language reported being never married, 

compared to only 41% of non-official language speakers. Additionally, 15,3% of official language speakers 

reported cohabiting with their partners, more than double the 7,6% recorded among non-official language 

speakers. There was also a notable difference in the proportion of individuals who were legally married: only 

23,5% of official language speakers were legally married, compared to 41,4% of non-official language 

speakers. 

 

The non-official languages listed in the Census 2022 questionnaire included Chichewa, Shona, Portuguese 

and the Khoi, Nama and San languages, with Shona recording the highest number of speakers. These non-

official languages are predominantly spoken by immigrants, who may be more inclined to marry as a way to 

establish a stable family structure that offers emotional and social support in a new and uncertain environment 

(Guirkinger, Platteau & Wahhaj, 2021). 
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5.6.3 SMAM by language spoken 

 

Table 5.3 - SMAM by language, Census 1996–2022  

Language 

Census 1996 Census 2001 Census 2011 Census 2022 
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Afrikaans 27,5 26,0 26,7 28,3 26,4 27,3 28,7 26,4 27,5 31,4 29,0 30,2 

English 27,3 25,0 26,2 27,9 25,5 26,7 28,8 26,4 27,6 30,7 28,0 29,4 

IsiNdebele 33,1 30,9 32,0 33,6 31,3 32,4 32,1 29,2 30,7 32,2 29,1 30,6 

IsiXhosa 31,5 28,0 29,7 32,1 28,4 30,2 31,9 28,2 30,0 35,0 31,8 33,4 

IsiZulu 32,6 30,5 31,5 32,7 30,3 31,5 33,3 30,0 31,6 36,0 32,8 34,4 

Sepedi 31,5 28,1 29,7 32,1 28,5 30,3 32,8 29,0 30,9 34,9 31,5 33,2 

Sesotho 29,1 26,9 28,0 30,0 27,2 28,6 30,6 27,0 28,8 33,2 29,5 31,4 

Setswana 31,6 29,0 30,3 32,2 29,0 30,6 32,5 29,0 30,8 35,2 31,6 33,4 

SiSwati 29,6 27,2 28,4 30,4 27,2 28,7 31,4 27,1 29,3 33,8 29,1 31,5 

Tshivenda 28,3 24,9 26,5 29,0 25,8 27,4 29,8 26,3 28,1 32,1 28,0 30,1 

Xitsonga 28,7 25,2 27,0 29,1 25,6 27,5 29,6 25,6 27,7 31,9 27,5 29,9 

Other 29,6 25,7 28,0 29,5 24,8 27,8 28,1 22,1 25,8 27,1 17,2 23,1 

 

Variations in SMAM by language reflects the interaction of the changing cultural and religious norms. Afrikaans, 

English, IsiZulu and IsiXhosa all show increases in SMAM from 1996 to 2022, whilst Tshivenda and Xitsonga 

have lower overall SMAM values. Tshivenda females’ SMAM rose from 24,9 in 1996 to 28,0 in 2022. IsiZulu 

males had the highest SMAM at 36,0 years in 2022, an increase from 32,6 recorded in 1996, while females 

rose from 30,5 to 32,8 years between 1996 and 2022. The other languages category, which recorded the 

lowest SMAMs in 2022, may reflect early marriage practices in certain immigrant communities. 

 

5.7 Religion and its influence on nuptiality 

 

In South Africa, religious beliefs are closely tied with cultural and societal norms, significantly influencing views 

on marriage and the customs and traditions that accompany it. Whilst religious views can vary depending on 

the interpretation of religious texts, family/community norms and personal beliefs, they can influence the 

importance, timing and purpose of marriage as well as attitudes toward sex before marriage, which could all 

influence nuptial decisions.  
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5.7.1 Marital status & religious affiliation 

 

Figure 5.10 - Percentage distribution of population 12 years and above selected religious beliefs and 
marital status, Census 2022  

 

 

Figure 5.10 above, presents the marital status of the population by religious affiliation. The largest proportion 

of individuals who reported being never married were those who identified with Traditional African Religions 

(69,8%) or reported having no religious beliefs (66,5%). The high percentage of never-married individuals 

amongst those with no religious beliefs highlights the influence of individualism in secular societies as 

compared to more traditional religions. Secular individuals often prioritise their career, education and personal 

goals, leading to delayed marriage or not marrying at all (Thornton, Axinn & Xie, 2006).  

 

Two religions with origins in Asia, Hinduism (49,5%) and Islam (45,8%), reported the highest proportions of 

married individuals. Both religions are considered historically conservative, viewing marriage as a sacred 

institution, promoting early marriage and strongly encouraging the preservation of cultural and religious 

traditions (Heaton & Goodman, 1985; Pew Research Center, 2016). This aligns with the odds ratio results (see 

Appendix 2.1) that show Muslims (AOR = 1,37) and Hindus (AO = 1,24) were more likely to get married as 

compared to Christians.  

 

Among the 11,5% of the population with no religious beliefs, cohabitation was reported as their current marital 

status, which corresponds with the high proportion of individuals in this group who had never married. 

Individuals from all other religious groups are 1,7 times more likely than Christians to be divorced or separated.  
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5.7.2 SMAM by religious belief 

 
Table 5.4 - SMAM by religious affiliation, Census 1996, 2001 & 2011  

Religion  

Census 1996 Census 2001 Census 2022 
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Christianity 30,3 28,1 29,1 30,9 28,4 29,5 33,8 30,7 32,3 

Islam 26,9 24,2 25,5 30,9 27,7 29,4 30,3 25,8 28,3 

Traditional African religion 31,6 27,1 29,4 27,8 24,1 26,0 34,7 31,1 33,1 

Hinduism 27,2 23,8 25,5 28,2 25,1 26,7 32,6 30,5 31,6 

Other religions 30,1 28,1 29,1 30,6 28,3 29,4 33,1 30,2 31,8 

No religious affiliation/belief 31,0 27,2 29,4 31,2 27,3 29,7 33,4 29,2 31,8 

Note: The Census 2011 questionnaire did not include a question on religious belief/affiliation 

 

Across most religious groups, except for Islam and Traditional African Religions, the SMAM for both males 

and females increased between 1996 and 2022. In 2022, Traditional African Religions recorded the highest 

SMAMs, with males marrying at an average age of 34,7 and females at 31,1 years. In contrast, Muslims 

recorded relatively lower SMAMs, with males marrying at an average age of 30,3 years and females at 25,8 

years, the lowest among all religious groups. The significant 4.5year gap between male and female SMAMs 

in Muslim communities suggests that women tend to marry earlier. This can be attributed to cultural and 

religious norms, as well as community pressures to fulfil traditional gender roles (Ngubane, Maharaj & Dunn, 

2022). In addition, Islamic law permits marriage once individuals reach puberty, which may contribute to the 

lower age at marriage compared to other religious groups (Hussain, Gul & Muhammad, 2023). However, it is 

important to emphasise that this practice is evolving, and the Muslim community cannot be seen as 

homogenous. The value that religions place on marriage and the chastity of women before marriage could 

also have an effect on age at first marriage (Garenne, 2004). 

 
Individuals affiliated with Hinduism and other religious groups indicated a similar SMAM for both males and 

females and those with no religious affiliation showed an increasing SMAM. Males' SMAM rose from 31,0 

years in 1996 to 33,4 years in 2022, and females' SMAM increased from 27,2 years to 29,2 years.  

 
This pattern may reflect secular influences and personal choices leading to delayed marriages (Parkinson, 

2018). Among Christians, the largest religious group in South Africa, the SMAM in 2022 was 33,8 years for 

males and 30,7 years for females. 

 

5.8 Nuptiality patterns for foreign-born and South African-born populations 

 
Nuptiality patterns in South Africa differ considerably between those born in the country and those born abroad. 

South Africa’s marriage trends have been shaped by colonialism, apartheid policies, and a diverse range of 

cultural traditions which are constantly changing. Today, marriage patterns in South Africa are characterised 

by high proportions of never-married individuals and cohabiting unions. The nuptiality patterns of foreign-born 

populations can be influenced by legal migration status, economic participation and the marriage norms in 
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their countries of origin (Mokomane, 2023). This section compares the nuptiality patterns of foreign-born and 

South African-born populations, focusing on marital status and age at marriage.  

5.8.1 Marital status of foreign-born and SA-born population 

 

Figure 5.11 - Percentage of legally married population 12 years and above by region of birth, Census 
2022 

 
 

When looking at the legally married population in South Africa by region of birth, as shown in Figure 5.10 

above, a significantly higher proportion of individuals born in the United Kingdom (UK) and Europe (60,8%), 

Asia (59,4%), and North America (55,4%) are legally married, compared to those born in South Africa (23,1%). 

The odds ratio results in Appendix 2.1 also shows that foreign-born individuals (AOR = 1,68) are 67,9% more 

likely to get married than South African-born individuals. Conversely, foreign-born individuals (AOR = 0,67) 

are 30,4% less likely to be divorced or separated than those born in South Africa. Carmichael et al. (2016) 

explain that these regions have long-established legal frameworks that prioritise formal marriage. In contrast, 

many African countries, including South Africa, have diverse marriage practices, some of which place greater 

importance on customary unions rather than formal legal registration.  

 

In some developed countries, marriage is often linked to legal benefits such as tax advantages, access to 

healthcare, and inheritance rights, which may provide an additional incentive for individuals to marry. In 

contrast, individuals born in South Africa and other African countries that are characterised by high levels of 

poverty, unemployment and economic instability may opt for cohabitation of informal unions due to financial 

barriers and the absence of the legal benefits linked to formal unions. Additionally, migrants may see a formal, 

legalised marriage as a way to gain residence rights or access to legal benefits in South Africa (Christl, De Poli 

& Ivaškaitė-Tamošiūnė, 2023; Kavuro, 2021). 

 

  

23,1

37,1

39,3

51,5

53,7

55,4

59,4

60,8

0,0 10,0 20,0 30,0 40,0 50,0 60,0 70,0

Born in South Africa

SADC

Rest of Africa

Oceania

Latin America and Caribbean

North America

Asia

United Kingdom and Europe

Percent



STATISTICS SOUTH AFRICA 50 

Cultural Dynamics in South Africa (Report 03-01-84) 

Figure 5.12 - Percentage of legally married population 12 years and older and the top 10 sending 
countries to SA, Census 2022 

 
 

Figure 5.12 above, shows the proportion of legally married population among the leading 10 countries of origin 

for foreign-born individuals living in 2022. Over half of all immigrants from India (73,7%), the UK (62,9%), 

Zambia (57,2%) and Namibia (52,9%) are legally married.  

 

In South Africa, where a greater diversity in family structures exists, cohabitation and informal unions are more 

common than formal legal marriages, with only 23,2% of the population being legally married (Mulaudzi, 2013). 

 

5.8.2 SMAM by foreign-born and SA-born populations 

 

Table 5.5 - SMAM by country of birth, Census 1996–2022 

Census year  Sex Born in SA Born outside SA Total 

Census 1996 

Male 30,4 27,4 30,3 

Female 27,9 24,2 27,9 

Total 29,1 26,2 29,0 

Census 2011 

Male 31,0 27,9 30,9 

Female 28,2 23,9 28,1 

Total 29,6 26,4 29,5 

Census 2011 

Male 31,6 27,9 31,1 

Female 28,4 22,0 28,0 

Total 29,9 25,5 29,6 

Census 2022 

Male 34,5 28,1 33,9 

Female 31,4 20,5 30,7 

Total 32,9 24,8 32,3 
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Table 5.5 above, shows that South African-born individuals have a higher SMAM than their foreign-born 

counterparts, with South African males marrying at an average age of 34,5 years in 2022, compared to 28,1 

years for foreign-born males. South African females married at an average age of 31,4 years, while foreign-

born females married earlier at 20,5 years. Whilst the SMAM increased for all other groups between 1996 and 

2022, foreign-born females experienced a decline from 24,2 years in 1996 to 20,5 years in 2022. This could 

be due to immigrants maintaining the cultural norm of early marriage after relocating. Adserà & Ferrer (2015) 

suggest that marriage patterns are influenced by a country's cultural norms and potentially indicative of cultural 

differences between the immigrant and native-born populations. The pattern of delayed marriage norms among 

those native to the country and the traditional norms of early marriage among immigrant communities have 

also been observed in Europe & the USA (Mayol-García & Gurrentz, 2021). In addition, shifts in the 

demographic profile of migrants and the prevalence of younger female migrants could also contribute to this 

trend (Stats SA, 2023; Mutava, 2023).  
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CHAPTER 6: SUMMARY AND DISCUSSIONS 

Culture is loosely defined as norms, beliefs and practices of a particular group of persons in terms of religion, 

food, race, ethnicity, language, marriage, music, language and how we behave and interact with loved ones 

and persons in communities where we live among many other aspects. Some aspects of culture measured in 

post 1994 South African censuses and profiled in this report included language, population group, religion, 

marriage, and language. Findings provide major insights on interaction of these cultural aspects in  

South African society in the last three decades. 

 

Findings on trends and patterns in spoken language over the period 1996-2022 indicate that IsiZulu was the 

most spoken language, with almost a quarter of the population (24,4%) speaking the language and an increase 

of two percentage points was recorded over the same period. IsiXhosa (16,3%) and Afrikaans (10,6%) were 

the second and third spoken languages respectively. It is noted however that there has been a gradual 

decrease in the proportion of Afrikaans speakers although the actual number increased over the same period 

by more than 700 000 persons. Provincial variations showed that IsiZulu was predominantly spoken in 

KwaZulu-Natal (80%), IsiXhosa (81,8%) in Eastern Cape, Sesotho (72,2%) in Free State, Setswana (72,8%) 

in North West, Sepedi (55,6%) in Limpopo and Afrikaans (54,6%) in Northern Cape. The language profile in 

each of the outlined six provinces depict dominant cultures from language perspective. On the other hand, the 

three remaining provinces (Gauteng, Mpumalanga and Western Cape) depict existence of diverse cultures in 

spoken language, a key aspect of interaction at household and community. Furthermore, provinces sharing 

international borders recorded higher proportion of households speaking languages similar to those spoken in 

neighbouring countries; Free State and Lesotho—Sesotho; North West and Botswana—Setswana; 

Mpumalanga and Eswatini formerly known as Swaziland—Siswati). Such a profile of spoken languages depicts 

shared cultural practices beyond international borders within SADC region.  

 

In every society, language is one cultural practice that defines one’s identity and heritage. Findings depict 

distinct variations in language spoken across population groups. Among black Africans, a variety of languages 

are spoken at home; about a third of black African population speak IsiZulu (29,9%) and one in five were 

IsiXhosa speakers, whilst a majority of coloureds (more than 70%) were Afrikaans speakers, although they 

recorded a decrease of 10 percentage points over the period 1996-2022. Indian/Asian population group on the 

other hand predominantly speak English at home. The profile of white population group showed that two 

languages; English and Africans were the most commonly spoken languages, three in five (58,0%) were 

English speakers in 2022 and those who speak Afrikaans increased slightly from 39,1% in 1996 to 

41,1%. Findings also revealed that multi-lingual households more than doubled (from 3,5% in 1996 to 9,4% in 

2022), indicative of a major shift in household cultural dynamics.  
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Important to note is that the role of language in South Africa goes beyond promoting social interactions at 

household and community levels. Looking at indicator of progression at school and tertiary, the influence of 

language is evident on education outcomes. The results showed that English speakers consistently had the 

highest progression from Grade 9 to completing Grade 12 and persons progressing from Grade 12 to 

completing bachelor’s degrees. Such education attainment profile that may be attributed to past education 

policies including promotion of dual-language policy that promoted use of English and Afrikaans as the medium 

of instruction at high school and tertiary levels. However, the gaps between different ethnic groups have and 

continue to narrow. 

 

Culture interaction at household level was further explored using indicator on mult-racial households over the 

period 1996–2022. The trends and patterns depict some transformation in cultural integration, reflected in 

upward trend in multi-racial households (from 1,3% in 2001 to 11,4% in 2022). Provincial variations showed 

that multi-racial households were more prevalent in urban areas of Western Cape (17%) and Gauteng (14,6%), 

and least prevalent in Limpopo (6,7%). This emerging pattern may be attributed to modern living, where 

members from different racial groups/population groups are living together for economic reasons. Variations 

in multi-racial households at metropolitan level showed that City of Johannesburg had the highest proportion 

(29,7%) followed by City of Cape Town (24,5%) whilst Mangaung (1.4%) and Nelson Mandela Bay (1,6%) 

recorded the lowest. Important to note may be the contribution of outlawed apartheid laws that in the past 

prohibited marriages across population groups.  

 

Religion, another major component of culture that influences way of living and interaction at household and 

community level has been profiled using trends and patterns in the last three decades using census data. 

Common religions in South Africa include Abrahamic religions, such as Christianity, Judaism, and Islam; and 

Indian religions, including Hinduism, Buddhism. Findings indicated that South Africa’s population is 

predominantly affiliated to Christianity, and persons not affiliated to any religion decreased significantly by 8,8 

percentage points (from 11,7% in 1996 to 2,9% in 2022). Islamic following remained relatively unchanged 

between 1996 (1,4%) and 2022 (1,6%) while Hinduism slightly decreased (from 1,4% to 1,1%) in the same 

period.  

 

The highest proportions of persons affiliated to Hinduism were in Kwazulu-Natal province in all the data years 

(1996: 5,5%; 2001: 4,7% & 2022: 4,2%) whilst Western Cape recorded the highest proportions of persons 

affiliated to Islam religion despite a slight decrease across all census points (6,9% in 1996, 6,5% in 2001 and 

5,2% in 2022). Results further showed that Traditional African Religion was more prevalent in three provinces; 

Kwazulu-Natal (13,5%), Eastern Cape (11%) and Limpopo (6.3%). 

 

Population group dynamics in religion affiliations showed that four out of every five black Africans, coloured 

and whites were affiliated to Christianity and figures show an upward trend in the last three decades. 

Indians/Asians were more affiliated Hinduism although the proportions decreased over time (from 49.9% in 

1996 to 37,1% in 2022. Indian/Asian population group constituted the highest proportion of persons affiliated 

to Islam (24,0% in 2022). There has been significant increase in black Africans affiliated to Traditional African 

Religion (9,5% in 2022 compared to less than one percent in 1996 and 2001. Despite majority of South Africans 
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being affiliated to religion, findings indicate that there were persons not affiliated to any religion. Results on 

sex variations of persons not affiliated to any religion revealed that more males (61,3%) were not affiliated to 

any religion compared to females (38,7%). Looking at households, majority were affiliated to single religion 

(93,1%).  

 
Multivariate analysis was explored to gain more insights on factors determining affiliation to a particular religion. 

Findings indicate that age matters when it comes to affiliation to any religious denomination, reflected in odd 

ratio for adults (0,92), which depicted that they were less likely to be not affiliated to a religious denomination 

compared to the youth. Sex variations also showed that women were generally less likely to be not affiliated 

to a religion, depicted by odd ratio of 0,52 compared to their male counterparts. Population group variations, 

depicted by odd ratio of 1.78, imply that whites were more likely to be not affiliated to any religion compared 

to black Africans. On the contrary, coloureds and Indians/Asians were less likely to be not affiliated to a 

religious denomination compared to black Africans.  

 
Findings on household and religion dynamics showed that in most households (93,1%), all members were 

affiliated to same religion and households where no member is affiliated to any religious denomination were 

about 4%. Sex variations revealed that about 5% of households headed by males were not affiliated to any 

religion and this percentage was double that of their female counterparts (2,3%).  

 
The chapter on influence of culture on nuptial trends and patterns revealed that dynamics of marriage in  

South Africa are shaped by a complex blend of diverse factors among others; population group/race, religion, 

language as proxy to ethnicity and to some extent place of birth. While trends showed decreasing rates in 

marriage (from 35,6% in 1996 to less than one-quarter (23,8%) in 2022, there has been sharp increase in 

average age at marriage and proportions of persons that were never married. Over the period 1996–2022, 

Singulate Mean at Marriage (SMAM) for males was generally higher than that of females in the country, 

indicative that female South Africans marry earlier than their male counterparts, and the gaps between the two 

sexes widened over the same period. SMAM for males increased from 30,3 years in 1996 to 33,8 years in 

2022, while that of females increased from 27,9 years in 1996 to 30,7 years in 2022. The sharp decline in 

marriage rates suggest a broader societal shift away from marriage. However, looking at population group 

dynamics, a different pattern emerges; higher marriage rates were observed among white and Indian/Asian 

population groups. Findings on cohabitation showed upward trend, and almost doubled (from 4,5% in 1996 to 

7,7% in 2022), and was more prevalent among black Africans, who recorded the highest percentage, above 

the national averages in all census years.  

 
Findings on population and place of birth showed that South African-born individuals had a higher SMAM than 

their foreign-born counterparts, with South African males marrying at an average age of 34,5 in 2022, 

compared to 28,1 years for foreign-born males. South African females married at an average age of 31,4 

years, while foreign-born females married earlier at 20,5 years. The results suggest that marriage patterns are 

partly influenced by one’s cultural background, hence the differences observed between South African born 

population and foreign born population. The pattern of delayed marriage norms among those native to the 

country and the traditional norms of early marriage among immigrant communities have also been observed 

in Europe & USA (Mayol-García & Gurrentz, 2021). 
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Findings on religion and marriage showed that the former to some extent influences the timing of marriage as 

well nuptial decisions. The profile of never married population showed that largest proportion of individuals 

who reported being "never married" were those who identified with Traditional African Religions (69.8%) and 

those not affiliated to any religious beliefs (66.5%). Research elsewhere has shown that the high percentage 

of never-married individuals amongst individuals with no religious beliefs highlights the influence of 

individualism in secular societies as compared to more traditional religions secular individuals often prioritise 

career, education and personal goals, leading to delayed marriage or not marrying at all (Thornton, Axinn & 

Xie, 2006).  

 

It is also noted that marriage was more prevalent among two religions with origins in Asia, Hinduism (49,5%) 

and Islam (45,8%). Literature has also shown that both religions are considered historically conservative, 

viewing marriage as a sacred institution, promoting early marriage and strongly encouraging the preservation 

of cultural and religious traditions (Heaton & Goodman, 1985; Pew Research Center, 2016). With odd ratios 

of 1,37 and 1,24 respectively, Muslims and Hindus were more likely to get married as compared to Christians. 

Results on multivariate analysis further showed that race and ethnicity were significant predictors of marital 

status, with Indian/Asian and white population groups exhibiting higher odds of marriage (Indian/Asians (2,28) 

and whites (4,60)) compared to black Africans. 

  

The profile of married persons among the leading 10 countries of origin showed that India (73,7%), the UK 

(62,9%), Zambia (57,2%) and Namibia (52,9%) recorded higher proportions compared to those born in South 

Africa (23,1%). Further analysis showed that foreign-born individuals were more likely to get married than 

South African-born individuals and foreign-born individuals were also less likely to be divorce or separate 

compared to those born in South Africa.  
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APPENDICES 

 

Appendix A - Distribution of the population 12 years and above by language spoken (official & non-
official) and marital status, Census 2022 

Marital status 
South African 

official languages 
Non-official 
languages Total 

Never married  29 255 321   425 472   29 680 793  

Legally married  10 995 240   429 958   11 425 198  

Living together like husband and wife/partners  3 554 254   158 619   3 712 873  

Widowed  1 898 862   11 144   1 910 006  

Divorced/Separated  961 527   13 608   975 136  

Total  46 665 205   1 038 801   47 704 006  

Note: Totals exclude Unspecified language (194 578), Do not know Marital status (69) and Unspecified Marital status (9 062) 
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Appendix B - Odds of getting married amongst the population 12 years and older, Census 2022 

Marital_Status_Married 
0 = Never married  
1 = Married Odds Ratio Std. Err. z P>z [95% Conf.Interval] 

       

Population group 

 Coloured 1.106264 .0177787 6.28 0.000 1.071961 1.141664 

 Indian/Asian 2.276081 .0530605 35.28 0.000 2.174424 2.38249 

 White 4.598895 .0797503 87.99 0.000 4.445214 4.757889 

       

Sex 

 Female 1.130944 .0041401 33.61 0.000 1.122859 1.139088 

       

Highest level of education 

 Some primary 1.041693 .0092569 4.60 0.000 1.023707 1.059995 

 Completed primary .7561174 .008462 -24.98 0.000 .7397127 .7728859 

 Some secondary .5186287 .0037703 -90.32 0.000 .5112915 .5260712 

 Completed secondary .4564638 .0033074 -108.23 0.000 .4500271 .4629925 

 Higher .8294955 .0071584 -21.66 0.000 .8155832 .8436451 

       

Language 

 English 1.273777 .0143791 21.44 0.000 1.245904 1.302274 

 isiNdebele .6452754 .0134288 -21.05 0.000 .619485 .6721395 

 IsiXhosa .556423 .0094662 -34.46 0.000 .5381755 .5752893 

 IsiZulu .4353733 .0075683 -47.84 0.000 .4207895 .4504625 

 Sepedi .6667189 .0118612 -22.79 0.000 .643872 .6903765 

 Sesotho .6302905 .0110239 -26.39 0.000 .6090501 .6522716 

 Setswana .5533808 .009762 -33.54 0.000 .5345746 .5728486 

 Sign language .4847055 .0781519 -4.49 0.000 .3533733 .6648477 

 SiSwati .4409862 .0092854 -38.88 0.000 .4231576 .4595659 

 Tshivenda .716651 .0145696 -16.39 0.000 .6886565 .7457834 

 Xitsonga .5491914 .0101818 -32.33 0.000 .5295936 .5695144 

 other 1.116268 .0242954 5.05 0.000 1.069651 1.164916 

       

Country of birth 

 Foreign-born 1.679422 .0199007 43.75 0.000 1.640867 1.718883 

       

Religion 

 Islam 1.373756 .0239049 18.25 0.000 1.327693 1.421417 

 Traditional African religion .911528 .0060152 -14.04 0.000 .8998142 .9233942 

 Hinduism 1.244259 .0336467 8.08 0.000 1.18003 1.311984 

 Other .4836681 .0178594 -19.67 0.000 .4499009 .5199697 

       

_cons 1.230234 .0224132 11.37 0.000 1.18708 1.274957 
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Appendix C - Odds of cohabiting amongst the population 12 years and older, Census 2022 

Marital_Status_Cohabiting 
0 = Never married 
1 = Cohabiting Odds Ratio Std. Err. z P>z [95% Conf.Interval] 

       

Population group 

 Coloured 1.002773 .0249051 0.11 0.911 .9551284 1.052793 

 Indian/Asian .9406822 .0438353 -1.31 0.189 .8585733 1.030644 

 White 1.87835 .0501663 23.60 0.000 1.782555 1.979293 

       

Sex 

 Female 1.143225 .0062117 24.63 0.000 1.131115 1.155465 

       

Highest level of education 

 Some primary 1.125708 .0157244 8.48 0.000 1.095306 1.156953 

 Completed primary 1.080668 .0180907 4.63 0.000 1.045786 1.116713 

 Some secondary 1.013953 .0111881 1.26 0.209 .9922604 1.036121 

 Completed secondary .7360478 .0081762 -27.59 0.000 .720196 .7522485 

 Higher .6511758 .0093899 -29.75 0.000 .6330297 .6698422 

       

Language 

 English .9558065 .0183218 -2.36 0.018 .9205627 .9923996 

 isiNdebele .5640826 .0177406 -18.21 0.000 .5303617 .5999474 

 isiXhosa .6655181 .0174941 -15.49 0.000 .6320987 .7007045 

 isiZulu .6811871 .0177785 -14.71 0.000 .6472182 .7169389 

 Sepedi .7375636 .0198993 -11.28 0.000 .699575 .777615 

 Sesotho .8000423 .0209302 -8.53 0.000 .7600539 .8421346 

 Setswana .6691024 .0176729 -15.21 0.000 .6353455 .7046528 

 Sign language .9079029 .1678136 -0.52 0.601 .6319843 1.304285 

 SiSwati 1.020762 .0304438 0.69 0.491 .9628038 1.082209 

 Tshivenda 1.482592 .0431195 13.54 0.000 1.400443 1.56956 

 Xitsonga 1.246607 .0332866 8.26 0.000 1.183045 1.313585 

 Other .8633261 .0260547 -4.87 0.000 .8137407 .9159329 

       

Country of birth 

 Foreign-born 2.591164 .0360325 68.47 0.000 2.521496 2.662758 

       

Religion 

 Islam .6074173 .0221539 -13.67 0.000 .5655121 .6524278 

 Traditional African religion 1.140864 .0108053 13.91 0.000 1.119881 1.162239 

 Hinduism .8936555 .0598059 -1.68 0.093 .7838001 1.018908 

 Other 1.340884 .0609166 6.46 0.000 1.226651 1.465755 

       

_cons .2325436 .0065122 -52.09 0.000 .2201239 .2456641 
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Appendix E - Odds of divorce/separation amongst the population 12 years and older, Census 2022 

Marital_Status_Divorced 
0 = Married 
1 = Divorced/separated  Odds Ratio Std. Err. z P>z [95% Conf.Interval] 

       

Population group 

 Coloured 1.726191 .0717545 13.13 0.000 1.591131 1.872715 

 Indian/Asian 1.288018 .0698515 4.67 0.000 1.158137 1.432465 

 White 1.497047 .0615333 9.82 0.000 1.381174 1.622641 

       

Sex 

 Female 1.532642 .0165677 39.50 0.000 1.500511 1.56546 

       

Highest level of education 

 Some primary 1.328811 .0363815 10.38 0.000 1.259384 1.402065 

 Completed primary 1.499981 .0489757 12.42 0.000 1.406997 1.599109 

 Some secondary 1.462667 .0351011 15.85 0.000 1.395463 1.533107 

 Completed secondary 1.266651 .0306876 9.76 0.000 1.20791 1.328248 

 Higher 1.249863 .033168 8.40 0.000 1.186517 1.316592 

       

Language 

 English 1.271857 .0248372 12.31 0.000 1.224097 1.32148 

 IsiNdebele .9523521 .0568863 -0.82 0.414 .8471361 1.070636 

 IsiXhosa 1.249378 .05552 5.01 0.000 1.145165 1.363075 

 IsiZulu .9601542 .0434962 -0.90 0.369 .8785782 1.049304 

 Sepedi .7484641 .0362713 -5.98 0.000 .6806454 .8230402 

 Sesotho 1.310418 .0581173 6.10 0.000 1.20132 1.429423 

 Setswana 1.493875 .0670789 8.94 0.000 1.368022 1.631306 

 Sign language 1.330425 .5383986 0.71 0.481 .6019009 2.940736 

 SiSwati .9405065 .0593787 -0.97 0.331 .8310389 1.064394 

 Tshivenda .9709104 .0539232 -0.53 0.595 .8707719 1.082565 

 Xitsonga .859998 .0436434 -2.97 0.003 .778575 .9499362 

 Other .5629405 .0360062 -8.98 0.000 .4966139 .6381256 

       

Country of birth 

 Foreign-born .6962997 .0226361 -11.13 0.000 .6533177 .7421095 

       

Religion 

 Islam .8269306 .0309953 -5.07 0.000 .7683587 .8899674 

 Traditional African religion 1.215268 .0256231 9.25 0.000 1.166071 1.26654 

 Hinduism .8119021 .0484729 -3.49 0.000 .722245 .912689 

 Other 1.701312 .0957636 9.44 0.000 1.523601 1.89975 

       

_cons .0391989 .0019259 -65.93 0.000 .0356003 .0431613 
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Appendix F - Multi-racial households by metropolitan area in 2022 

Metropolitan N % 

City of Cape Town 286 978 24,5 

Buffalo City 30 692 2,6 

Nelson Mandela Bay 19 181 1,6 

Mangaung 16 026 1,4 

eThekwini 136 523 11,6 

Ekurhuleni 195 099 16,6 

City of Johannesburg 347 817 29,7 

City of Tshwane 140 305 12,0 

Total 1 172 621 100,0 

***This excludes unspecified and do not knows 
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Appendix G - Adjusted odds ratios of not being affiliated to any religion, Census 2022 

Religious affiliation 
Adjusted Odds 

Ratio Std. Err. z P>z 
[95% Conf. 

Interval] 

Population group 

 Black African (R)       

 Coloured .2343408 .0016933 -200.80 0.000 .2310454 .2376833 

 Indian/Asian .2413645 .0021509 -159.51 0.000 .2371854 .2456171 

 White 1.781103 .0049145 209.20 0.000 1.771497 1.790761 

       

Sex 

 Male (R)       

 Female .5175877 .0009343 -364.84 0.000 .5157597 .5194221 

       

Province 

 Western Cape (R)       

 Eastern Cape .5286124 .0026159 -128.83 0.000 .5235102 .5337644 

 Northern Cape .1810592 .0031609 -97.89 0.000 .1749688 .1873617 

 Free State .4977758 .0032955 -105.37 0.000 .4913585 .5042769 

 KwaZulu-Natal 1.44786 .0053362 100.42 0.000 1.437439 1.458356 

 North West .4675421 .0028984 -122.64 0.000 .4618956 .4732576 

 Gauteng 1.503055 .0051675 118.53 0.000 1.492961 1.513217 

 Mpumalanga .7248856 .00356 -65.51 0.000 .7179416 .7318967 

 Limpopo 2.135806 .0081976 197.71 0.000 2.119799 2.151933 

       

Age 

 15-34 (R)       

 35-64 .9236459 .0016819 -43.62 0.000 .9203554 .9269481 

 65+ .6954749 .0025687 -98.33 0.000 .6904585 .7005276 

       

Country of birth 

 SA born (R)       

 Foreign-born 1.587062 .0050941 143.90 0.000 1.577109 1.597078 

_cons .0392735 .0001348 -943.44 0.000 .0390103 .0395385 

Binary outcome variable: Religiously affiliated = 0; No religious affiliation = 1 
Note: (R) = reference category 
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