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INTRODUCTION 
 
A variety of interventions that seek to address challenges faced by different sectors of the population in 
the country such processes require adequate monitoring as well as information on key indicators that 
can be used for monitoring. The Vulnerable Groups sector is one of the most affected sectors of the 
population. Vulnerable Groups1 are defined as a part of the South African population that experience a 
higher risk of poverty and social exclusion than the general population. This sector requires particular 
effort to be made at all levels of policy planning and implementation to inform amongst other things 
resource allocation. Vulnerable Groups in this report are grouped as follows: 
 
Children – those aged 17 years and below; 
The youth – people aged between 15-34 years; 
Women – the female population;  
Older persons – people aged 60 years and older; and 
Persons with disabilities – those experiencing various levels of difficulties in functional domains such 
as seeing, hearing, walking, remembering and concentrating, self-care, communicating and social 
interaction 
 
One of the most effective ways of tracking progress made towards improving the lives of Vulnerable 
Groups in South Africa is through the monitoring of key indicators. This should ideally be done at a 
national, provincial and local level and should be reflected in various reports. The present report 
“Vulnerable Groups Indicator Report: 2016” is such a report. Its purpose is to present information on 
key vulnerable groups’ indicators by providing data relating to the socio-economic and demographic 
profile of vulnerable groups in South Africa using mainly secondary data from Stats SA. This report is 
the third report in the series and focuses on data collected during the year, 2016. It is envisaged that 
the data presented in this report will be useful in providing government, researchers, other sector key 
stakeholders and the general public as a whole with information required to inform policy, research and 
debate. 
 
The current report focuses mainly on presenting data collected in 2016. The main sources of statistics 
reported on household, demographic and social indicators in this report are largely based on the 
General Household Survey (GHS). Economic indicators on the labour market were tabulated using the 
Quarterly Labour Force Survey (QLFS), while crime related indicators were calculated using data from 
the Victims of Crime Survey (VOCS). GHS, QLFS and VOCS household surveys each covering 
approximately 30 000 households that are representative of all nine provinces. All data from the above-
mentioned Stats SA surveys are weighted so as to make the results representative of the overall 
population of the country.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                 Pali Lehohla 

Statistician-General  

                                                
1 SOURCE: Social protection and Social inclusion Glossary. DG Employment, Social Affairs and Inclusion 
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Definitions 
  

 Sex Parity Ratio (GPR): Is calculated as the percentage/number of females divided by the 
percentage/number of males with a particular characteristic. Although these ratios are usually 
designed to measure the relative access to education of males and females, the ratios can also 
be generally applied to calculate sex disparities or gaps on different socio-economic indicators 
(Koronkiewicz, 20082). 
 

 Graduates: Individuals who have completed a university degree. 
 

 Geo-type: Census 2011 definitions for urban and rural have been applied. According to Stats 
SA, an urban area is defined as a continuously built-up area with characteristics such as type 
of economic activity and land use. Cities, towns, townships, suburbs, etc. are typical urban 
areas. 
 

o An urban area is one which was proclaimed or classified as such (i.e. in an urban 
municipality under the old demarcation), or classified as such during census 
demarcation by Stats SA, based on its observation of aerial photographs or on other 
information. 

o A rural area is defined as any area that is not classified as urban. Rural areas may 
comprise one or more of the following: tribal areas, commercial farms and rural formal 
areas. 
 

 Head of the household: There are many debates on what constitutes the term 'household 
head'. Arguments and discussions around the definition usually deal with the subjective 
assumptions carried by its interpretation, its implication and influence in socially constructed 
Sex roles (Hedman et al., 19963; Rosenhouse, 19894). Taking into account arguments for and 
against, Stats SA loosely defines the head of the household as the person (male or female) 
who assumes responsibility for the household. This person can be the chief economic provider, 
the chief decision-maker or the person designated by other members as the head. Survey 
officers are instructed to record this person as person '01', in the first column of the 
questionnaire during data collection. However, given that the definition used for households is 
based on the four-by-four rule5, some individuals, especially migrant workers, who may be 
considered the head of the household by the household, are often excluded from the data as a 
result of their limited presence within the household. In those cases the acting household head 
from the household perspective is indicated in the dataset as the household head. 
  

 Labour force participation rate: The proportion of the working-age population that is either 
employed or unemployed. 
 

 Employed persons: Those aged 15–64 years who, during the reference week, did any work 
for at least one hour, or had a job or business but were not at work (temporarily absent). 
 

 Employment-to-population ratio (labour absorption rate): The proportion of the working-
age population that is employed. 
 

 Not economically active: Persons aged 15–64 years who are neither employed nor 
unemployed in the reference week. 
 

 Unemployment rate: The proportion of the labour force that is unemployed. 
 
 
 
 

                                                
2 Koronkiewicz, M. 2008. Sex Parity Index, UNESCO, Bangkok. 
3 Hedman, B., Perucci, F. and Sundstrom, P. 1996. EnSexing Statistics: A Tool for Change. Statistics Sweden: Orebro. 
4 Rosenhouse, S. 1989. Identifying the Poor: Is 'Headship' a Useful Concept? LSMS Working Paper No 58, World Bank, 
Washington DC. 
5 The person should have been present in the household for at least four nights per week for the past four weeks. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Education
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Socioeconomic


STATISTICS SOUTH AFRICA 3 

Vulnerable Groups Indicator Report, 2016 (Report 03-19-02(2016)) 

 Discouraged job-seeker: A person who was not employed during the reference period, 
wanted to work, was available to work/start a business but did not take active steps to find work 
during the last four weeks, provided that the main reason given for not seeking work was any 
of the following: No jobs available in the area; Unable to find work requiring his/her skills; Lost 
hope of finding any kind of work. 

 
Household composition: Households have been categorised into the following household types: 
  

o A single household is a one-person household 
o Nuclear households are defined as ‘households consisting of household heads, their 

spouses and/or offspring’ 
o Extended households include other relatives in addition to the nucleus.  
o Complex households are all households with members who are not related to the 

household head 
 

Intergenerational households (Wolf and Folbre, 2012)6. 
  

o A single generation household consists of people of the same age group: a married 
or cohabiting couple, a single person, siblings, or roommates. 

o A double generation family household includes a parent or parents and their child 
or children under age 25.  

o In more than three-generations households, the ages in the household can range 
from infancy to extreme old age.  

o When grandparents and grandchildren whose parents are dead or unable to care for 
them form a household, this is defined as a skipped-generation household. 

 

 Formal dwelling refers to a structure built according to approved plans, i.e. house on a 
separate stand, flat or apartment, townhouse, room in backyard, rooms or flatlet elsewhere. 
 

 Informal dwelling is a makeshift structure not erected according to approved architectural 
plans, for example shacks or shanties in informal settlements or in backyards. 
 

 Traditional dwelling is a category of architecture based on local needs, construction materials 
and reflecting local traditions. Traditional dwellings tend to evolve over time to reflect the 
environmental, cultural, technological, economic, and historical context in which it exists. 
 

An orphan is defined as a child whose mother, father or both biological parents have died: 
 

 A maternal orphan is a child whose mother has died but whose father is alive. 

 A paternal orphan is a child whose father has died but whose mother is alive;  

 A double orphan is a child whose biological mother and father have both passed away. 
 
Type of diseases:  
 

 In medicine, an acute disease is a disease, a short course, or both. Acute may be used to 
distinguish a disease from a chronic form, such as acute leukaemia and chronic leukaemia, or 
to highlight the sudden onset of a disease, such as acute myocardial infarction. 

 A chronic disease is one lasting 3 months or more. Chronic diseases generally cannot be 
prevented by vaccines or cured by medication, nor do they just disappear. 

 
  

                                                
6 Wolf, D. & Folbre, N. 2012. Universal Coverage of Long Term care in the United States, Russel Sage Foundation: ISBN-13 

/  ISBN-10 978-1-61044-799-7 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Architecture
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Construction_material
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Evolution_(term)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Natural_environment
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cultural
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Technological
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Historical


STATISTICS SOUTH AFRICA 4 

Vulnerable Groups Indicator Report, 2016 (Report 03-19-02(2016)) 

Access to basic household services: 
 

 Access to water - Refers to dwellings that have access to piped water source in the house or 
in the yard 

 Sanitation – Refers to dwellings with flushing toilets connected to a sewage system or a septic 
tank, pit toilet with ventilation pipe  

 Refuse/ Waste -refers to dwellings with rubbish removed by municipality 

 Electricity- refers to dwellings which are connected to main electricity suppliers 
  

Solid fuels for cooking- refers to dwelling that use wood, coal, and animal dung as source of energy 
for cooking. 
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