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1. The reference period (HEI financial year): 1 Jan – 31 Dec 2015

2. Information obtained from audited / draft financial statements

3. Financials:

a. Receipts: (actual cash received, irrespective for which period):

* Grants from national government

* Tuition fees

* Donations 

b. Payments: (actual cash paid, irrespective for which period):

* Compensation of employees

* Goods and services

* Capital expenditure

4. Scope: 

* 26 HEIs (20 universities; 6 universities of technology)

* Excludes private institutions

5. Time series: Data for last 10 years (2006-2015)

6. Unit data available on request

7. Forms part of the consolidated government financials; adjusted from 

accrual to cash for consolidation purposes (see next slide)

Background and concepts
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Scope: where are our Higher Education Institutions?



Enrolment



Higher education student enrolment

Source: Department of Higher Education. 2015: preliminary results



Contribution of first-year students to 2015 enrolment

Source: Department of Higher Education. Preliminary results

171 930 (17,5%) 

students who 

enrolled in higher 

education 

institutions in 2015 

were first-year 

students 
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The alarming 
evidence points  to 

regressive 
proportions in 

Bachelor’s 
completion rates 
amongst Blacks

Proportion completing bachelor’s degree after completing grade 12
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There were 

985 212 
students enrolled in 

higher education in 

2015

Source: Department of Higher Education

Student enrolment: 2015
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students in higher 

education grew by

32,8%
from 2006 to 2015

Source: Department of Higher Education

Growth in student numbers: 2006–2015



HEIs receipts and payments (2015)

Payments

(R54,1 billion)

Receipts

(R63,1 billion)



Receipts



2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

Other receipts 13 017 12 448 12 958 12 941 14 695

Tuition fees 12 123 15 200 16 980 19 837 21 529

Grants received 19 602 20 969 23 152 25 412 26 882
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Higher education 

institutions received

R21,5 billion
in the form of tuition 

fees in 2015

Tuition fees received per HEI for the 2015 financial year (Rm)
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Tuition fees 

contributed 

34,1%
of total income 

in 2015

Tuition fees as a percentage of HEI total income: 2015
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Higher education 

institutions received

R26,8 billion
in the form of grants 

in 2015

Grants received per HEI in 2015 (Rm)



University of the
Witwatersrand

University of South
Africa

University of
Pretoria

University of
Cape Town

Stellenbosch
University

2011 1 176 1 493 1 736 1 419 1 253

2012 1 246 1 663 1 699 1 290 1 300

2013 1 424 2 100 1 936 1 414 1 355

2014 1 631 2 081 2 073 1 640 1 552

2015 2 256 2 239 2 159 1 625 1 576
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Main contributors to grants received by HEIs: 2011-2015 (Rm) 

New university project 

grants for Sol Plaatje and 
Univ. of Mpumalanga



Grants from national government: 2006–2015 (Rm)
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Higher education 

institutions received

R4 billion
in the form of 

donations in 2015

Donations to HEIs: 2015 (Rm)



Donations to HEIs (Rm)



Payments
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Higher education 

institutions spent

R31,4 billion
on employees in 2015

Compensation of employees per HEI for 2015 (Rm)
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Higher education 

institutions spent

R19,2 billion
on goods and services 

in 2015

HEIs purchases of goods and services: 2015 (Rm)
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Higher education 

institutions spent

R3,1 billion
on bursaries in 2015

Bursaries per HEI for 2015 (Rm)



Capital expenditure by HEIs

Photo: Graeme Williams  http://www.mediaclubsouthafrica.com/
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Higher education 

institutions spent

R7,2 billion
on capital expenditure 

in 2015

Capex per HEI for 2015 (Rm)



Net cash flow from operating activities = receipts1 – payments2 = A

Net cash flow from investment in non-financial assets = sales1 – purchases2 = B

Surplus (net inflow) before net financing activities = A + B = C 

Net cash flow from financing = borrowing1 – purchases of financial assets2 = D 

Net change in the stock of cash = C + D 

1 inflow
2 outflow

Statement of sources and uses of cash
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In 2015 HEIs

had a surplus (net 

inflow) [C] of

R2 billion
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In 2015 HEIs had a 

net change in the 

stock of cash of

R821 million



Prices, GDP and population data 



Annual percentage change in tertiary education fees and headline CPI 
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Source: Gross domestic product (GDP), 2nd quarter 2016.

Annual percentage change in household expenditure on education 
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Percentage of persons aged 5–24 attending an educational institution by type of institution

Institution 2001 2011 2016

School  92% 93% 93%

University / University of Technology 2% 3% 5%

College  1% 3% 1%

Other  5% 2% 1%

Total 100% 100% 100%

Source: Census 2001, Census 2011 and Community Survey 2016; percentages are rounded off 



Information on HEI disaggregated tables available on the Stats SA website: http://www.statssa.gov.za  

1. The number of students enrolled in higher education grew by 32,8% from 2006 

to 2015

2. First-year students constitute 17,5% of total HEI student intake in 2015. This 

percentage indicates challenges within the system

3. Grants by national government to HEIs increased by 144% over the ten-year 

period 2006 to 2015

4. Salaries comprise about 58% of total current HEI expenditure over the ten-year 

period 2006 to 2015

5. On average, income from tuition fees increased by 12,7% p.a. over the ten-

year period 2006 to 2015

6. Annual rise in tuition fees for tertiary education (CPI) in 2015 was 9,8%. In 

2016 is was 0%. In 2017 it has been set to no more than 8%

7. This publication only reports on the cash transactions of HEIs, adapted from 

the annual statements provided by the respondents

Closing remarks



Thank you


